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Iran asserts right to use unclear energy 

NICX>SIA (API — Iranian Forcip MiniMer Ali Akbar Velaj^ii on 
Tuesday defended hk country's nghi to make use of nuclear energy 
(or peaKful purposes, unlike nations endangers glt^l security wilt) 
leathai weaporu progranune. Tehran Television, monitored in Cy^ 
rus. quoted Mr. Vclayati as saying "Iran is furious because of Israel s 
reftts^ to sign the non>prolireraiton treaty.’' In a meeting in Tehran 
wkb Hans Bbx. head of the International Atomic Energy Acency 


(IAEAI. Mr. Vclayati said. "Global peace and setiun^ is being 
endangered by some manufacturers of nuclear weapons " Mr. Blii. 
who arrived in Tehran Monday on a two>dav visit, said his agenc 7 was 
satisfisd with the way Iranian officials had cooperated with IAEA 
inspectors in the past. Iranian news reports have not given Che reason 
for Mr. Blix's visit, or said whether he would be inspecting any nudear 
fadlihes. The television said Monday Mr. Blix would "discuss 
cooperation between :he I.AEA and ibe Atomic Energy Organisation 
ofTran." 
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Israel asks Britain 
ip outlaw Hamas 

TEL AVIV fR) - Israel has 
asked Loudon to outlaw 
'Hamas blamed for the two 
c^bombs that killed U Israelis 
fl^ month. Israel Television 


*MiZ7 S 


^d that Hamas is concealing 
rts activity on British soil by 
hiding behind Muslim charit- 
able and welfare organisations. 
^ report smd. TTie foreign 
ministry said it had no know- 
leolge of such a request. A 
s^kesman for the Home 
in London, spe^ng on 
condition of smonymity. said 
EnglUh law does not allow 
bamtng of organisations out- 
side those dealing with North- 
ern Ireland. He added that the 
practice was to act against indi- 
viduals rather than ba nnin g 
organisations. 

Woman in Kuwait 
kills housemaid 

KUWAIT (R) — A woman in 
Kuwait killed her housemaid 
by striking her on the head 
with a »arp object, the 
Bi^lish-iangua^ Arab 'limes 
reported on Tuesday. Tlie 
bnef report did not, ^ve the 
nationalities of eitber woman. 
It said the incident happened 
m an apsutment in Kuwait Ci- 
ty's SaMya area. An Interior 
Kfinistiy official said by tele- 
ph^e be understood that an 
uradent of the kind reported 
by the new^per had hap- 
pened and that it was being 
investigated. But he said he 
would not have any details 
btfore Wednesday. 

police kill militant; 
arrest 2 In Egypt 

CAIRO (A?) — Police shot 
dead a wan^ militaDt and 
antsted two otbera Ibtesday in 
southern ^gypt, potiCe said. 
Mokfatar Kamel, 22, w4s killed 
in an esdian^ of fire in the 
town of Manfalottt, 300 
kilometres south of Cairo, said 
Magdi Baftouni, security chief 
of Assiut province. Kamel, 
xriio was wanted for killing a 
policeman in 1992, was ^pt to 
death and his two companions 
arrested as they sought to 
escape a police stakeout, 
security officials said. The 
three wera spotty Mond^ by 
police doing extra patrols since 
officials were to pass throu^ 
ManfaTo nr as part of celebra- 
tions for Egypt's triumph over 
the 1^ French invarion. 

Jailed Iranian editor 
released on bail 

NICOSIA (AP) — An Iranian 
journalist, imprisoned by the 
Tehran government for un- 
known reasons eight months 
.'■o, has been rele^ed on ban. 
i&bas Abdi, an editor with the 
Farsi-langua» daily, Salam, 
was reie^eo on a bail of 100 
million riyals (57,000). Mr. 
Abdi was arrested Aug. 28 
*wfaile out driving with his fami- 
ly. The charges brought against 
Um have not been made pub- 
fic. He was cried by the Re- 
ifolutionary Coorc, following 
which ne appealed to the Sup- 
reme Court. The latter did not 
i*accept certain allegations 
made by the prosecutor gener- 
al as crimes," the Tunes sud. 

Iran reports 
l|vge drug haul 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian 
Security forces have killed 
tfii^ orng traffickers in gun 
haniftg and seized seven tonnes 
of narcotics, the Islamic Re- 
f^Uc News Agency (IRNA) 
reported Tuesday. The uency 
said the drags were seized from 
two **caoicl caravans'* in south- 
eastern Sistan-Baluchistan pro- 
vince. IRNA quoted Briga- 
£ere General ^Mhtnoud Japa- 
i^, bead of the province's 
security froces, as saying his 
men 5,900 kilograrnmes 

of drugs from ffie first caravan 
Monday, following a shootout 

m vrtuch three of the traffickers 

were killed. He said that 1,100 
kilogrammes of drugs were 
seized in another raid Monday. 
Gen. fa paiaq i said the raids 
were made near the border 
Pakistan, from where tlw 
drugs were brought. He ^d 
ifoout 100 blogramines (220 
pounds) of the total haul, coa- 
sted of morphine, heroin and 
The rest was opium, 
be said. The Iranians, who 
Name their drug problems on 
nei gh bouring Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, report large drug 
hauls almost every week. 


Oman water talks 
end with ‘success’ 

Final statement passed after Jordan 
registers protest against Aqaba siege 


MUSCAT (AP) — Arabs, 
Israelis and expens from 
around the world Tuesday en- 
ded a Middle East water- 
sharing conference, rqxrrting 
ground-breaking progress in 
their effort to eliminate a 
potential scarce of conflia in 
the region. 

A final statement, read by 
John H. Herbst, a U.S. State 
Department envoy, said the 
three-day meeting, at which 
the Israelis made their first 
public appearance in a Gulf 
Arab state, was “very success- 
ful.” 

He smd the delegates "broke 
new ground by agreeing to a 
number of concrete proposals” 
for cooperating in water con- 
servation, the use of the ex- 
isting resources and the intro- 
duction of modem methods to 
help alleviate vriiat experts fear 


could become a flashpoint for 
conflict in the area. 

The conference is part of the 
mnitilateral talks, laundied 
within the framework tk the 
Arab-lsraeli peace process two 
and a half years ago. 

The talks, which are spon- 
sored by the United States and 
Russia, are aimed at securing 
coordination in five main 
^heres while the key Mideast 
adversaries, Israel, Syria, 
Lebanon, Jordan and the 
Palestinians work on settling 
their political differences. 

Other topes being tadded in 
the mnltilmerals include dis- 
armament, environment, eco- 
nomic development and re- 
fugees. 

The final statement was de- 
layed for six hours because 
when Mr. Herbst asked the 
delegate to endorse it. The 


Jordanian delegate, who 
attended the conference as an^ 
observer, objected, saying he 
wanted the United States to 
address its demands for lifting 
the siege on Aqaba. 

Mr. Herbst then escorted 
the Jordanian delegate. Ali 
Ghazzawi, to the conference 
centre’s coffee shop where 
the>[ were seen by reporters 
tallang for hours. 

At the next meeting, Jordan 
did not voice any reservations. 

Asked about the Jordanian 
issue, Mr. Herbst said: "The 
working group worked on the 
basis of a consensus and the 
working group is satisfied it got 
a consensus.” 

Jordan had said Mr. Ghazza- 
wi was attending only as an 


(Contnined on page 3) 


Israeli army detains 
over 400 in sweep 

Hamas and Islamic Jihad activists targeted 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli soldiers 
and nndercover agents 
arrested over 400 Palestinians 
linked to the orgwtsations that 
carried out a series of suicide 
attacks that killed 13 Israelis, 
the army reported Ttaesday. 

Scores of younger members 
and some senior leaders were 
rounded up overnight through- 
out the occupied territories, 
with more than 200 taken in 
the Gaza Strip and 200 plus 
from the West Bank, an army 
.^kesman said. . 

“The aim was a severe blow 
at the operational structure of 
Hamas to disnipt their opera- 
tions,” said Colonel Renaan 
Gisshi, an anny spokesman. 

"Hie concentrated effort 
last ni^ was to send a clear 
message to Hamas that we will 
not let go of them and won't 
tolerate snch activities,” he 
said. 

He said those arrested were 
from every level of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement, 
Hamas; its armed underground 
cells c^ed the Izzedine A1 
Qassam Brigades as well as the 
Islamic Jihad Organisation. 

The army also claimed it 
captured weapons and 
ammunition, but refused to 


give specific details. 

Palestinian sources said 
troops and plazndotbes tmell)- 
gence a^nts tn-Oaza-brdke 
into bouses and rounded up 
supporters of Hamas into 
buses. 

The group had killed 12 
Israelis in two bombings tnride 
Israel this month and vowed 
more killings in revenge for a 
mosme massacre in the West 
Bank town of Hebron in 
Febmaiy. 

"We udll fight those who 
continae t e rror with all the 
means that are available to us. 
*11)6 only limitation is the 
limitation of the law,” Prime 
Minister Yh^ak Rabin told 
reporters who asked about the 
dampdown on Hamas. 

In the Gaza Strip more than 
200 Hamas supp^ers were 
known to have been arrested. 
About 30 were detained in the 
southern town of Rafoh. IS in 
Jabalya camp. 75 in Gaza City 
and dozens more in eadi of the 
towns of Khan Younis and 
Deir A1 Balah. 

In Hebron, sources said ab- 
out 25 Hamas backers were 
detained, induding two prom- 
inent personalities. 

Residents of the West Bank 
city of Raraallah said securi^ 


forces detuned six Hamas sup- 
porters who were among hun- 
dreds Israel expelled for a year 
to -South Lebanon in Decem- 
ber 1992. 

Tuesday’s operations 
brought the number of Hamas 
supporters arrested in the 
aftermath of the bombings to 
about 400, including 120 
arrested in Jenin in the West 
Bank since last week. 

The sources said those 
arrested in Gaza belonged to 
three major categories. 

Some had been detained in 
the past for links to Hamas and 
others were relatives of sus- 
peaed guerrillas from the Al 
Qassam Brigades. A third 
group included relatives of 
prominent Hamas supporters. 

A few were young profes- 
sionals, but none were known 
to occupy high positions in the 
movement. 'The sources said 
troops also broke into other 
booses but did not ^d their 
quarries. 

The two prominent persona- 
lities in Hebron both represent 
Muslim fundamentalists in a 
cross-party Palestinian com- 
mittee handling relief for the 
town of 110,000 people, which 
has been under strict curfew 
since the Feb. 25 massacre. 


PLO: Israel reneging 
on prisoner timetable 


CAIRO (R) — A Palestinian 
delegate said Tuesday that 
Israel had reneged on the 
timetable for releasing 5,000 
Palestinian prisoners, possibly 
throwing a spanner in the 
works at negotiations on 
Palestinian rule in Gaza and 
Jericho. 

A source close to the talks 
said the two sides were also 
deadlocked on negotiations 
over a map of Gaza outlining 
areas of Israel control and 
Palestinian access to the coast. 

'The PLO delegate, who 
asked not to be named, said 
the Israelis were now saying 
they conid include only 4,000 
prisoners in the timetable &ed 
at last week's talks in Cairo. 

Under the original timet- 
able, Israel was to set free 
2,500 of the prisoners as soon 
as they ago a self-rule agre^ 
meat and another 2,500 three 
weeks later. 

“Now they say the 1,000 
have been sentenced in court 
and they can't release them 
until they see the Palestinians 
have tightenol their control (of 
Gaza and Jericho),” be said. 

Israeli sources said the 1,000 
prisoners bad committed 
security crimes and that their 


extended detention was con- 
nected with two suicide attacks 
this montii in which members 
of Hamas I^led 12 Israelis. 

While the two sides stnig- 
^ed in Cairo to re a c h a deal on 
the prisoners, Israeli security 
forces rounded op several hun- 
dred Hamas supporters in huge 
pre-dawn sweeps in Gaza and 
the West Bank town of Heb- 
ron. 

The Cairo talks must also 
resolve eflsagreemeats over a 
map of Ga^ agreed by the 
two sides in February but re- 
garded by the Palestinians as 
merely a draft. 

"T& is the most trouble- 
some issue,” the source dose 
to the talks said. 

Palestinians say the map 
gives Israelis contra of all the 
coast, leaving them only a pas- 
sage for commerce. They say 
Israel refuses to allow P^esti- 
nian naval patrol boats and 
coastguards. 

A Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) offidal 
said last week IstmUs also 
want full access aiui control of 
a "yellow zone” — agricultural 
land around Jewish settle- 
ments. lire land totalling ab- 
ont 40 square tdlometres is 


considered Palestinian proper- 
ty but the Israelis want foil use 
of it for security purposes. 

Chief PLO negotiator Nabil 
Shaath left Tuesday's talks af- 
ter less than one hour and went 
to consult PLO executive com- 
mittee member Mahmoud 
Abbas. 

He later returned to the 
talks at a Cairo hotel but de- 
clined to speak to reporters. 
Sources said the mood was 
tense. 

An Israeli delegate was 
more optimistic. “We are mow 
ing slowly but we are moving. 
The talks are steady but there 
are no breakthroughs yet,” be 
told reporters in the morning. 

The prisoners have become 
one of the major obstacles to 
agreement in the talks, which 
are now in their fifth month. 

“Forget all the other com- 
mittees. The most important 
for us and mir people in the 
occupied territories is the re- 
lease of the prisemers.” PLO 
negotiator Mohammad Dahlan 
told reporters. 

The Palestinians want Israel 
to give a firm timetable for 
settfflg free all 8,500 piisoners, 
including Hamas supporters. 



King leaves on private visit to Britain 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein 
Tuesday left for the United Kingdom, where he 
will undergo medical checkups on his left ear. 

The King was seen off at Amman airport by 
His Royal Highness Crou-n Prince Hassan. 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince Abdullah and 
Prince Ali and several royal family members in 
addition to Prime Minister Abdul Salam Majali. 
the speakers of the Upper and Lower House of 
Parliament, the chief chamberlain, senior civil 
and military offals and the British ambassador 
to Jordan. The King is accompanied by 


Royal Court Chief Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, the 
King’s ad\'isor Yanal Hikmat and Jordan's 
ambassador to the L’.K. The Crown Prince was 
sworn in to ser\’c as Regent during His Majes- 
ty's absence. 

An official said the Monarch might meet with 
British Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd and 
other officials during his stay in London. 

"His Majesty* w*ill brief British officials on ihe 
latest developments in the Middle East peace 
process,” said the offidal. quoted by the Assod- 
ated Press. 


next week 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) 
— U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher is con- 
sidering a visit to the .Middle 
East next week io push .Arab- 
lsraeli pcucc talks forward, the 
State Depirtment said Mon- 
dav. 

Department spokesman 
Mike McCurry said there were 
plans for Mr' Christopher tu 
visit Ihe region next week, 
although there was no iinal 
dedsion or detailed iliner.iry. 

"We're in verv close couch 
with the parties m ihc region 
about an itinerary.” Mr. 
McCurry said 

He said Mr Christopher 
could deade to make the trip 
even if Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) failed to wrap up an 
agreement on an Israeli with- 
drawal from Jencho and the 
Gaza Strip by then. 

Mr. Christopher had hoped 
to be on hand for an Isracl- 
PLO signing ceremony but the 
talks arc dragging. Israeli and 
PLO negotiators are meeting 
in Cairo over details of an 
Israeli amnesty for Palestinian 
prisoners. 

The United States is anxioiLS 
to resume separate Israeli- 
Syrian. Jordanian and 
Lebanese peace talks. 


Regent urges boosted ties with Israeli Arabs 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent. Tuesday cal- 
led for bolsti^ng relations be- 
tween the Arabs of Pal^tiniar. 
land occupied by Israel in 1948 
and the Arab and Islamic na- 
tions. 

In a speech at a lunch ban- 
quet hosted in honour of de- 
legations from the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza and 
Israeli Arabs who attended the 
Kingdom's celebrations mark- 
ing the completion of renova- 
tion work at the Dome of the 
Rock Mosque in Jerusalem, 
Prince Hassan said the comple- 
tion of renovation works prove 
that righteousness will even- 


tually triumph, calling for high- 
lighting “the moral right of 
Arabs and Muslims to historic- 
al Palestine.” 

The Regent pointed ,to the 
violations of human ri^ts in 
the occupied Palestinian lands, 
the separation of Jerusalem 
from the occupied West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip and the 
confiscation of Palestinian 
lands. 

Prince Hassan called for en- 
ding the war in tite Balkan and 
the use of the word "radfcal- 
ism” to describe Muslims, 
stressing that this wrong should 
come to an end and reminding 
that about 80 per cent of the 
worid’s refugees are Muslims. 


The cal! for understanding 
Arabs and Muslims should 
continue "an<;l we have to 
agree with the world conscien- 
ce. and I do not necessarily say 
the official consdence, that 
what is taking place in the Holy 
Citv is a dear criteria for the 
will of peoples to co-exist and 
integrate.” 

Diversity and respect for re- 
hgjous and cultural rights and 
material integration of all in- 
terests and all people are 
among the fruits of peace, he 
said. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan 
supports any initiative that 
would lead to more contacts 
between the Jordanian people 


and Palestinians in the occu- 
pied territories, pointing to an 
invitation to the audience to 
attend the establishment of a 
branch of the Rojyal Academy 
for Islamic Ovilisation Re- 
search and another for the .Al 
al-Bait University in Jeru- 
salem. 

The Crown Prince said that 
Jordan adheres to the political 
prindples regarding the Pales- 
tine question, adding that His 
Majesty King Hussein stressed 
in his Monday’s address chat 
Jordan will con- 
stressed in his Monday’s 
address that Jordan will con- 
tinue to support the Palestinian 
people and cause. 


Bomb Lebanon plans to put two 
^^Te^'ran diplomats on trial 


TEHRAN (Agencies) — A 
bmnb destroyed a parked car 
at a busy intersection in central 
Tehran on Tuesday morning, 
injuring passers-by. Tehran 
Radio blamed saboteurs sent 
from Iraq. 

The injured included two 
women who were carrying chil- 
dren, Iran’s official IRNA 
news agency said. They were 
taken to hospital. 

Witnesses said the blast 
smashed the wtndoufs of a fruit 
shop, a supermarket, a tailor’s 
shop and a stationery store on 
the comer of Saadi and En- 
qelab avenues. 

The car which was blowm up 
was parked near pillars suf^ 
porting an overpass but the 
structure was undamaged. 
Tehran Radio said several pas- 
sing cars were damaged. 

“Reliable security sources 
say the Iraqi regime has recent- 
ly sent four bombers to Iran 
and today's blast was carried 
out by these saboteurs.” the 
radio said. It gave no other 
details. 

Iran has blamed Iraqi agents 
for explosions in Tehran and 
other cities in the past, includ- 
ing big truck bomte which kil- 
led scores of people in the 
capj^ in the 1980s. 

^e bombings started soon 
after the 1979 Isbmic revolu- 
tion and peaked during the 
19^88 Iran-Iraq war. 

Some two hours after the 
blast about 20 policemen and 
soldiers were standing around 
the intersection but traffic on 
the overpass and on the street 
was back to its nonnal, heavy 
flow. 

IRNA said no group had 
claimed responsibility for the' 
attack, the second bombing in 
the capital this year. 

Small bombs expkxled on 
Jan. 13 in two garage bins in 
Ferdowsi Square. 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Leba- 
naon said on Tuesday it would 
follow up its rupture of di- 
plomatic ties with Baghdad by 
putting two detained Iraqi di- 
plomats on trial for the killing 
of an Iraqi dissident in Beirut 
last week. 

Chief Public Prosecutor 
Munif Oweidat said the im- 
munity of diplomats Moham- 
mad Kathem and Khaled Kha- 
laf, arrested after the assas- 
sination of Taleb Al Suheil on 
April 12, has been lifted as a 
result of the decision to sever 
ties with Iraq. 

"Breaking off ties definitely 
means the lifting of immunity, 
thus the detainees will be tried 
in Lebanon," Mr. Oweidat 
told the official National News 
Agency. 


The Syrian-backed 
Lebanese government cut ties 
with Baghdad on Monday and 
ordered Iraq’s diplomatic mis- 
sion to leave within 72 hours. 

The secretary general of the 
Foreign Ministry. Zafir Al 
Hassan, relayed the orders to 
Iraqi Charge d’Affaires Awadh 
Fakhri on Tuesday. 

Mr. Fakhri did not comment 
on plans to put the diplomats 
on trial, but told reporters Iraq 
observed international con\*cn- 
tions and agreements between 
Baghdad and Beirut. 

Witnesses said about 70 
policemen, many in plain 
clothes, tightened a cordon 
round the Iraqi embassy. 

Police surrounded the 
embassy last Wednesday after 
the arrest of the diplomats. 


with orders to arrest two other 
suspects inside the complex if 
they ventured out. 

Asked who would look after 
Iraqi interests in Lebanon. Mr. 
Fuktiri replied: "The Lebanese 
people." 

Mr. Fakhri had passed on 
Baghdad’s rejection of a 
Lebanese request to lift the 
diplomats’ immunity on Satur- 
day. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister 
Farts Bouez said earlier he had 
asked judicial aueborities to 
decide whether the diplomats 
could be tried by Lebanese 
courts for the murder. 

He said there had been no 
agreement yet on who would 
look after the interests of 

(Continued on page 3) 


Serbs openly challenge U.N. 


SARAJEVO (Agencies) — 
Bosnian Serbs further humili- 
ated the United Nations Tues- 
day, pounding civilians in 
Gorazde u*ith a devastating 
artillery barrage and storming 
a U.N. weapons depot to seize 
18 anti-aircraft guns. 

In a bold display of military 
supremacy, some iOO-lSO 
armed Serbs raided Lukavica 
barracks in Sarajevo, taking 
back some of the heavy 
weapons they had turned in 
when a North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation (NATO) threat 
of air strikes forc^ them to 
withdraw guns from around 
Sarajevo. 

The 30 French peacekeepers 
at the depot simply could not 
defend the weapons, said U.N. 
peacekeepers spokesman Ma- 
jor Eric Chaperon. 

“They were simply over- 
run,” he said. "If they had 
fired, it would have been a 


Bosnian Serb forces laying 
siege to Gorazde also terro- 
rist thousands of Muslim in- 
habitants and refugees with re- 
newed shelling and 
machinegun fire in the town. 

The fierce onslaught on the 
eastern Bosnian enclave, a Un- 
ited Nations-declared "safe 
area.” prompted U.N. Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali to 
call for 3 wider mandate to use 
NATO air strikes against the 
Bosnian Serb army. 

Russia warned Bosnia's 
dominant Serbs not to “test the 
patience of the world commun- 
iiy." 

U.N. officials in Sarajevo 
reported intermittent shells 
crashing into Gorazde and the 
occasional rattle of 
machinegun and sniper fire. 

“After a relatively quiet 
morning, shelling started again 
with very loud impacts outside 
our buirding,” Kris Janowski 
of the U.N. High Commission- 


er for Refugees (UNHCR) 
told reponers in the Bosnian 
capital. 

"First light revealed a scene 
of desolation with debris 
covering the streets around our 
building." he said. 

UNHCR spokeswoman Syl- 
vana Foa quoted reports from 
staff in Gorazde os saying the 
Bosnian Serbs seemed to be 
deliberately shelling civilian 
targets. 

"Certainly the reports that 
we are getting from Gorazde 
talk about more human misery 
and more civilian casualties 
than anyihing we've ever had 
(from Bosnia)." Ms. Foa said 
in Geneva. 

Bosnian Serbs seized control 
of 18 anti-aitcraft guns from 
under U.S. control near 
Sarajevo in their raid. "They 
have removed 18 anti-aircraft 
weapons,’’ U.N. Protection 
Force spokesman Major Dacre 
Hollowav (old Reuters. 
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Oman leads Gulf Arabs in contacts with Israel 


By Voussef Azmeh 
4 Reuter 


or the views of partners in the 
Saudi-dominated Gulf Coop- 


MUSCAT — The Sultanate 
of Oman, at the eastern edge 
of the Arab World, has taken 
the lead in recopising pub- 
licly that the peace process 
launched in Madrid in 1991 
means eventual Arab coop- 
eration with Israel, Western 
diplomats said. 

A new round of multilater- 
al negotiations on harnessing 
the Niiddle East's scarce wa- 
ter. resources opened in Mus- 
cat on Sunday, bringing 
Israeli officials for the first 
time to a Gulf Arab state. 


eraiion Council (GCC). 

Its minister of state for 


The diplomats said Oman's 
decision to take the lead in 
the Gulf was not surprising, 
but they noted that it did not 
mean diplomatic recognition 
of the Jewish state, an issue 
that remains dependent on 
Israel's progress in estab- 
lishing peace with its immedi- 
ate Arab neighbours. 


fdrei^ affairs, Yousef Ben 
Alam Ben Abdullah, said on 
Sunday a centre to be set up 
in Oman to research econo- 
mic ways of making drinking 
water from the sea would be 
open to all states attending 
the Muscat talks. 

This was a clear reference 
to possible Israeli participa- 
tion as the Jewish state is at 
the cutting edge of desalina- 
tion technology and has 
already offerecT to share its 
expertise. 

“The Omanis see this as a 
logical extension of the peace 
process but they will continue 
to move cautiously and dis- 
creetly," one diplomat said. 

Omani officials say the sul- 
tanate's distinctive foreign 


ireigo 

policy is bom of realism, self- 
interest and a long-term pers- 
pective that does not pander 
to emotion and short-tenn 


They said the country 
under 'Sultan Qaboos for the 
past 24 years had consistently 
followed discreet and inde- 
pendent policies often at 
odds with the Arab consensus 


concerns. 

“They have always been 
slightly different from their 
neighTOurs... they do not fol- 
low the herd," another diplo- 
mat said. 


Ben Alawi 
on Israel TV 


A SENIOR OMANI official 
on Monday ^ve a rare inter- 
view to an Israeli television 
station during the first visit to 
a Gulf Ar^ state by an 
Israeli dele^tion. 

Omani Minister of State 
for Foreign Affairs Yousef 
Ben Alawi Ben Abdullah 
told Israel Television the 
Arab Gulf states could estab- 
lish ties with Israel only after 
the Jewish state achieved 
peace with neighbouring 
Arab countries, especially 
Syria. 

“I think first there has to 
be real progress in the situa- 
tion between Israel and . its 
neighbours, especially Syria, 
so all in the area can feel 
there is a working peace 
agreement including with- 
drawal from the occupied 
lands of the Golan 
(Heights)," the minister said. 


relations with Israel is 
Morocco, which is at the 
western extreme of the Arab 
World. 

Oman was one of only two 
Arab countries that did not 


' cut diplomatic ties with E^t 
after the late President 


ice 


Anwar Sadat made pea< 
with Israel in 1979. Egypt 


remains the only ^ab state 
officially at l^ace with Israel. 

Oman, maintained Mendly 
ties with Iran througfioui its 
1980-88 war with Iraq when 
other Gulf Arabs openly 
backed Baghdad. 

It did not cut ties with 
Baghdad after Ir^’s 1990's 
invasion of Kuwait althougli 

it opened its military fadli&es 
to the Western allies who 
drove Iraqi troops out of 
Kuwait. 

* Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin; who is leading 
the Israeli team at the Muscat 
session, has had contacts with 
senior Omani political and 
economic officials on the 
mar gins of the talks. 

Neither side is ready at this 


The diplomats said it was 
not surprising that the other 
Arab country that has 
reached a similar state in 


stage to say who those offi- 
cial ~ 


are b^use Oman re- 
mains officially committed to 
the Arab economic boycott 
of Israel. It has already come 


under fire from Syria for 
.hosting the Israelis. 

The Omani minister said 
on Sunday that present con- 
tacts with Israel should be 
seen in the framework of 
international Middle East 
cooperation involvjng all na- 
tions of the reaon. 

Israelis travelUng with Mr. 
Beilin say they are aware that 
by conung to Oman they 
were entering the Gulf by the 
back door. 

“But it breaks the taboo. 
Others are soon to follow,” 
one said. 

Qatar, another indepen- 
dent-minded Gulf state, is 
due to host 'another set of 
multiiaterals next montii, one 
of the five topic forums laun- 
ched at the Madrid confer- 
ence in parallel with direa 
negotiations between Israel 
and its immediate neigh- 
bours. 

But diplomats said that 
Bahrain bad also agreed to 
host yet another set in the 
autumn and Israelis expect 
die United Arab Emirates to 
follow suit later this year or 
next. 

The other two inembers of 
the GCC are Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait. * 


r 


Kuwait rejects Iraqi 
statement on annexation 




I 


f-. 
> ■ 


. KUWAIT (R) Kuwait on 
} Monday dismissed as “playing 
. with' words" a statement by 
Iraq that it had long ago drop- 
i ped its claim to the emirate it 
occupied in 1990-91. • 

“There is no way Iraq •can 
play around with words like 
this." said Information Minis- 
ter Sheikh- Saud Nasser Al 
Saud Ai Sab^. 

“It is bur belief and 
belief of the international com- 
munity that Iraq has not fulfil- 
led its obligations with regard 
to (U.N. Security Council) 
833, the prisoners of war and 
many other matters,” he said 
in brief remarks by telephone. 

“We still insist on full imple- 
mentation of all Security 
Council resolutions." 

Iraqi Infonnation Minister 
Hamra Yousef Hummadi told 
a news conference in the 


19th province. 

“The Iraqi National Council 
(pariiament) has revoked the 
annexation decision, and this 
was approved 1^ the (ruling) 
Revolutionary Command 
Council and the United Na- 
tions was notified of this," he 
said. 


Yemeni capital Sanaa on 
Saturday that Iraq had drop- 
ped^ territcn^ - 

^.ppcials'ihjW rcgion^ft^.'. 
.raid the Guff coimict cannorbe 
finally settled as long as Iraq 
continues to refuse to recog- 
nise Kuwaiti sovereignty and a 
new boundary demarcated last 
year by the United Nations. It 
must also address a broad 
range of issues ranging from 
Gulf war compensation to its 
alleged holding of Kuwaitis 
and others detained during its 
occupation. 

Mr. Hummadi said Iraq, 
which invaded Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990 and whose troops 
were forced out the following 
February, had long ago re- 
voked its occupation-era 
annexation of Kuwait as its 


Mr. Hummadi was believed 
to be referring to a March 1991 
decision by parliament and the 
Revolutionary Command 
Council revoking Iraq's post- 
invasion annexation of Kuwait. 

Kuwait and its major allies 
discounted that move, made in 
the immediate aftermath of the 
Gulf war. It has been followed 
by three wars of statements by 
Iraqi officials, government 
new^pers and parliamenta- 
rians continuing to refer to 
Kuwait as part of Iraq. 

Sheikh Saud said the March 
1991 moves were an “internal 
matter.” He said Kuwait 
vWfnted .In^ tq assen recogni- 
<^tion; of Kuwait ^unequivocally 
'and in an ihlernational ebn- 
text. 


U.N. Security Council 833 of 
May 27, 1993 demands Iraq 
and Kuwait respect the inviola- 
bility of the international 
boundary as demarcated by a 
U.N. border commission last 
year. 

Prominent among other 
Kuwaiti demands is the return 
of more than 600 Kuwaiti and 
third country nationals Kuwait 
says Iraq still holds from the 
occupation period. 

Ir^ denies it still holds any- 
one detained during the 
occupation. 


Cyprus says EU move 
can help solve partition 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — Cyp- 
riot Foreign Minister Alecos 
Michaclides raid on Monday 
that moves to admit his coun- 
try to the European Union 
(EU) could help to unblock the 
problem of the island's divi- 
sion. 

Mr. Michaelides told a news 
conference during a meeting 
witifEU foreign ministers that 
the start of negotiations for 
Q-priot accession to the EU 
would change the “stagnant" 
political situation over parti- 
tion. 

This was because the Tur- 


kish Cypriot minority would 
realise tne cost of remaining 


outside the EU, Mr. 
Michaelides said, although his 
government wanted the whole 
of the island to be able to join. 

The EU is due to review 
Cyprus's membership applica- 
tion in January 1995 in the light 
of developments in U.N.-back- 
ed efforts to promote a settle- 
ment of the island's political 
problems. 

The EU ministers said in a 
statement that they had invited 
their observer on the Cyprus 
question to prepare- a -new 
report on the latest state of 
inter-communal talks in Cyp- 
rus in time for their monthly 
meeting in June. 


3 U.N. 
personnel 
killeid in 


Somalia 


MOGADISHU (AP) — Two 
U.N. peacekMpers and a U.N* 
refogee offidal were killed in 
two separate incidents Mon- 
day. *rhe United Rations also 
retried that S3.9 mfllioo had 
been stolen its Moga- 
dishu headguarters. 

The soldiers were killed in 
cross^ between militias of 
the Habre Gedir and Hawadle 


clans, which had been fitting 
since Saturday in the fomafi 
^pital of Mogadishu, said 


Riyadh says all must abide by Haj quota 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
said on Monday all Muslim 
states must abide by an agreed 
1988 quota on the number of 
pilgrims coming from them to 
perform ±e annual Haj pil- 
grimage in the kingdom. 

The Saudi cabinet, after a 
weekly meeting in Riyadh, said 
“all tslamic countries should 
abide by the quotas agreed by 
foreign ministers of Islamic 
countries in 1988 which Saudi 
Arabia has been abiding by 
since then." 

The statement was issued by 
the Saudi Press Agency. 

The quota sets the number 
of pilgrims from each country 
as one in every thousand Mus- 
lims and is meant to ease con- 
gestion in Mecca and Medina 
while work is underway to ex- 
pand focilities at the Muslim 
holy cities. 

has complained that 
Saudi Arabia was this year 


try ing to limit the number of 
Iranian pilgrims to below 
60,000. 

Iran has for the past three 
)ilerii 


years sent 115.000 pilgrims and 
said this was part of a deal in 
which Tehran and Riyadh res- 
tored ties and ended a three- 
year Iranian boycott of the 
pilgrimage. 


earlier on Monday warned that 
it would punish any juigrims 

books,*^pi^^s or lea^tt. It 
said some pilgrims were found 
to be cairymg banned materiaJ 
when they arrived in the Kii^- 
dom ready for this year's 


Saudi Arabia has consistent- 
ly denied Aat a special deal 
was agreed with I^ on the 
number of pilgrims to the Haj, 
which is performed by an esti- 
mated two million Muslims ev- 
ery year. 


In 1987, some 400 people, 
mainly Iranian pilgrims, were 
killed in clashes in Mecca be- 
tween security forces and Ira- 
nians holding a poUtiod rally. 

Iran's ruling clergy often 


urge pilgrims to hold r^es at 
Haj to coi 


After Iran's defiance of a 
ban on political ralh'es at the 
Haj last year, Riyadh was in- 
sistmg on strict observance of 
the Quota and has made clear it 
would not consider Iran's 
proposal to send 130,000 pil- 
grims in May this year. 

The Saudi Interior Ministry 


the Haj to condemn what they 
see as the main enemies of 
Islam — the United States and 
Israel. Ir anian pilgrims are also 
known to carry pictures of 
their Muslim leaders. 


A Saudi offidal said on Fri- 
day the k^dom h^ told han 
its pilgrims would not be 
wed tc 


allowed to hold any political 
rallies or activities this year. 


U.N. spokesman Major Guis 
Budge. 

Several Somali sources said' 
tile fighting started as a dispute 
between two men over a louds- 
peaker and developed into a 
shooting battle between the 
rival dans. 

The Nepalese soldiers who 
were killed were staffing an 
observation post near a 
strategic intersection connect- 
ing routes from U.N. head- 
quarters to tile airport and 
seaport. Their names were not 
immediatdy released. 

In the southern town of 
Afmadu, the head of the 
town’s mission of the U.N. 

Commissioner for Re- 
fq^es was killed by gunfire 
when militiamen shot at hiS 
plane as it touched down on 
the airstrip. 

Alhaji Sanneb, 54, of Gam- 
bia, was hit in the head and 
died en route to the southern 

E irt dty of Kismayu, about 60 
lometres to the southeast, 
said Millicent Mutuli, spokes- 
woman for the U.N. refugee 
c^ce. 

The militiamen were trying 
to pr^ent a worker for a 
Somali aid organisation firom 
getting on the plane. The pilot 
and four other passengers on 


th^lane were uninjured.. 


Mutuli said for the 
second time this year the re- 
frigee agency would evacuate 
its staff from Afrnadn. 

Meanwhile, Tom White, 
diief of technical services for 
the Somati U.N. mission, said 
the $3.9 million was t^en in a 
break-in that apparently occur- 
red before dawn Sunday. 
investigation was under way. 


U.N. peacemakers see Afghan military might 


HERAT, Afghanistan (R) — 
A United Nations peace mis- 
siOQ looking for wa)« to recon- 
cile Afghan wan^ factions 
watched a parade m military 
might on Monday on the 
second anniveiaai^ of the Mu- 
jahideen takeover in Afghanis- 
tan. 

On the anniversary of the 
week in which ex-communist 


President Nmibuliab fled from 
office in Kabul and guerrillas 


Mr: Mestiri is visiting cities 
through Af ghanis tan, a coun- 
try trying to recover from 15 
years of war, to gather propos- 
als for a ceasefire and a peace 
solution to end bloody battles, 
that have killed 2,000 people in 
Kabul since the new year's 
day. 

More dian 11,000 people, 
mostly non-combatant civi- 
lians, have died in two years of 
battles for supremacy among 


maidied into the dty of Herat, 
some 630 kflometres west of 
the cafrital. There was no agn 
of a resolution of the two years 
of internecine fighting. 

**Be vi^ant because the 
enemy is lolling our sisters and 
brothers in Kabul,” Herat 
Governor Ismail ESiao told 
crowds of tens of thousands of 
people lining dty streets. 

“TTiose are not good people 
who are fitting in Kabul and 
playing with the blood of the 
people of Kabul,” said the 
9 >venior, who is allied with 
embattled President Burha- 
nuddin Rabbani. 

“Your fighting has defeated 
the Soviet army and now you 
are fighting a much smaller 
army,” Mr. Khan told his 
troops. “Don't let the enemy 
destroy all our people.” 

Mr. Khan was addresang a 
deUg^ted crowd after a trium- 
phant drive through this 
undent dty aocompamed by 
U.N. pe^ misrion diief, for- 
mer T^iisian Foreign Miiiister 
Mahmoud Mestiri. He did not 
identify the enemy. 


guairelling parties constituting 
the government since they 


took over from tiie Najibul- 
lah's ooUap^ administration. 

Mr. Najtbollah remains a 
virtual prkoner in a U.N. 
office in Kabul, where he 
sought refuge after faiUng to 
flee after advancing rebel 
forces amid a palace coup in 
early 1992. 

In Herat, a powerful gov^ 
ernor has kqit tiie peace in the 
dty and the surroimding areas 
for more than a yem. 

On the second birthday of 
his rule, Ismail Khan paraded 
Soviet-manufactured tanks, 
U.S.-made Stinger missiles, 
uniformed former guerril^ 
and camels laden wiffi'rockets 
across their humps. 

“Afghanistan does not be- 
long to one or two men or one 
or two parties,” he said, 
lanistan belongs to the 
lan people.” 

Ifls remaite appeared to be 
a veiled reference to Prime 
Nfinister Gulbuddin Hekmaty- 
ar and his new aDy northera 
wariord Abdul R^hid Dos- 


tum, both of whom laundied 
Mitering atmeks in Kabul at 
the start of this year in a move 
to topple Mr. Rabbani. 

General Dostum fold Mr. 
Mestiri at his nortiicrn air base 
of Shibarghan on Sunday diat 
there could be no peace unless 
Mr. Rabbani resigned. 

Mr. Mestiri was due to hold 
talks widi Mr. bmail Khan 
during his two-day visit to 
Herat. 

“I want to stop fiving as a 
soldier,” 25-year-old official 
Fazal Ahmad said. “I don't 
like tanica and jets,” he said as 
SU-22 fi^fois screamed past a 
few metres above the bc^ of 
the cheering crowd. 

“I was in Jihad (hofy war) 
bnt DOW I want to be a 
teacher,” he said. “These 
weapons should not be used 
aga^ innocent pec^.” 


_ .An estimat^ ® 

^ paraiefe iiiclnided~<»iiiffii- 
gents of cavalry, karate ex- 
perts, commanders who posed 
bef^ tiie reviewing stand to 
1^, don and roast meat, and a 
group of wounded veterans 
who marched on erntebes and 
in triieelcliairs. 

Women hiding their faces 
behind v^ and borkas, and 
duktaen were segregated on 
one side of the parade ground 
whle men padred the other. 

Police and soldiers beat bade 
people with switches made 
from pine needles as men 
surg^ finward to pelt rocket- 
ianndieis with flower petals 
and to great paratroopers. 

“We hope this peace in 
Herat... will come to all 
areas,” Mr. Khan said. “We 
most put pressure on our lead- 
ers as in HeraL” 


30 tonnes of hashish seized in Lebanon 


BAALBEK (AF) — Troops have seized 30 fonnes of has>ii«h ' 
and arrested ^ snqigcted Ir afBdcer s in tha hi gg ert hanl in 

Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley since a government crackdown (Ml tiie 

l.l_* fj «« 1 


drug trade last summer, police said Monday. Br^adier 
General Salim Sleim, chief of L( ' 


. iLebaifon's anti-narcotics I 

mrat, said the army and police made the catdi m a Irr-uvu. 
joint sweep of the Bekaa's Hermel r^on bnan Sunday. 

He said tiie Ldianese r^ulars were braced by Syi^troc^ of 

a 40,0(X)-stroiig cemtingent tiiat b be^Aig tiie governmeot 
enforce law and order after 15 years of dvil war. The 
oonfis(;ated drogs, whidi have a market value of abemt $1 
million, were padeed in knapsacks for rfnpment by sea. 
Pr^raratuMis were under way to bum tiiem, C^. saicL 
Synan and Lel»nese frexsps destroyed most haMdt and 
opium friantations in die Bekaa, one of tiie w(^’s major 
narcotics-growiDg . iegunis,inacradc(l()wnlastJnne. 


NEWS IN BRlEf 


PLO staffers convicled for racketeering 

•ntuiQ lAP)— AToniaan court has sentenced four Patestnie 
SSemOrganisati^ (PLO) “^*0^ ^ ^ ™ 

mjson for counterfeiting and ije^ly 
SSScTpalestmian sources said Mon^y. The convK^ 
SSS^’ibUowed a series »f ™e to 

a ra^teering network run by staffers atPLObcadq^iWM 
■tiw^^M capital. The sounxs smd a PLO bt^ygnai 
» Saeb. received a 10-year »ntend^while 
seven-year terms were given to the rem^g ihr^: 

A’ad Al and an employee identified as Abu Arab, Tlie 
Al Taham biothers were arrested this month after p^ce 
found more than $ 100,000 in fake bantowtes m a rai don tlj eir 
home earlier tins month. The sources, who spoke on conditioa 
of anonymity, said Abu Arab was » oodjmwrtto 

PLO representative In Gennany Abdullah freojj- ^ Jw, 

had been found in the possession of counterfeit dolim^ ^ 

Palestinian, Riad Sadek, who was held on char«s (» an 
. . j .jj tramcknig- in 


aceonmlice and te to be tried on diaiges ol j — y-r^ “* 
narcotics, flic sources saicL A axth eniployee believed fo h^ 
been involved in the racket, Khalil Abu Moalek, wp shot and 
killed in a shopping centre parking lot on Apni- 1. Police 
anested a suspect, ulentified as Jamal Salameh, oodenanied 
Abu as he tried to cross info Libya four days hter, 

to other PLO sources. Palestinians officiate decdiiied 
to on the cases or say if the emplo yees will be 

b nfw*i»H over, as is customary, to the PLO for puntehmenL 


Iran, Ukraine want expanded tiw I 


NICOSIA (^) — Iran and Ukraine called far better use (tf 


their resources by bcxisting cooperation ‘m* various 

fifMc , Tehran Television reported. The broadcast, monitofed 
in Cyprus, said die call came in a meeting in Tehran^between 
Iranian President Hasbemi Rafsanjani and Ukrainuui Forriga 
Minteter Anatoly Zlenko. Mr. Zlenko told Mr. Rafsanjani 
that the resooices of tiie two countries provided a good 
foondatioa for doser cooperation, die television 'said. Mr. 
Rafranjani called for the present level of cooperation to be 
bo o st ffH in the interests of the r^on and the world, tk 
telerision said. It said in a message handed to_Mr, Rafranjani, 
Ukrmne's preadent, Lecuiid Kravchuk, invited him for an 
offidal visit. Mr. Zlenko also met with Iran's enk minister, 
Gholamreza Aqazadeb, and discussed cooperation in oil and 
gas. Two years ago Ukraine agreed to buy roar million to five 
millio n tonnes of crude oil a year frtm Iran and agned 
agreements to build pipelines to receive Iranian fgas'l^ 
(nid-199S. Those agreements never got off the grouM. Mr. 
Zlenko and Mr. Aqazadeb on Monday ejqitoied “ways of 
impleanenting earlier agreements,” the televiaon said. In a 
meeting late Sunday with his Iranian counterp^ Afl Akbar 
.Velayati, Mr. Zlralfo expressed hope tiiat his viat.wOuId lead 
to new oommerdal agreements. He did not elaboqBite. tlktaioe 
has been marice^g former Soviet mifitaiy airo^ and 
weapons systems at cut-rate prices in the hwdle Eab. The 
Iranian armaj forces operate several Soviet warp^mes, nriaoTe 
^steins and submarines. 


New Lebanese envoy leaves fbrll.S. 


BEIRUT (AP) — Lebanon's new ambassador to the United 
States, Ri^ Tabbarah, left for Washington ow Monday, 
saying his main task'was to get Washington's ban (m travel to 
Lebanon lifted. Mr. Tabbarah replaces ambassador Simmi 
Karam, who rerigned last year. The travel ban was imposef^ 
after the 1985 1^^ of a Trans World Airiines jettiner to 
Bdnit and the murder of one of its passenj^. “I vrim ny to 
ralfy foe Lebanese community in tiie Unhra States belund a 
drive to have that ban lifted now tiiat the Lebanese dvil is 
over,” said Mr. Tabbarah. Extremists, uiio were respondble 
for die hijaddng, kidnapped scores of^AHfericattj^'^a^'otber 
westerners in thClatter years of the '19?5^*dv3'war.''71ie]r 
also were Umned for attacksngmnst UB. targets, nuhiAi^a 
~ siiidde 'car-bombing that demolished tiarheadiinarteis of U.S. 
Marines' in Bcarnt in October 1983, kflling 241, 'AmericaD 
seiviceniea. • ' 


Israeli wounded In hatchet attack in Germany 


FRANKFURT (Ai^ — Two youths attacked a 24-year-<dd 
Israeli man with a hatchet in downtown Goetdogeu, «KghHy 
womuSng him, police said Monday. Police said ttey saw the 
Sunday i^t attack as “anti^oreign,” ratiier than anti^mitic 
because the assailants ^iparently believed the victim w» 
Arab. Concerns have groro about auti-Semitism in Germany 
after the firebennbing of a ^agogoe in Luebeck' last motidi. 
Tte Israeli was attacked with a beer bottle and hit ih tiie chest 
with a hatchet when be argued with two dninken'youtiis who 
shouted “Arab [rig” at him, said Goettingen poUoe spokesi^ 
IQens Behrens. The Israeli, identified only as 'a longtitne 
resident of Goetbn^n, was treated at a clinic for d u pe rfidsl 
cut and released, he said. Bystanders chased the attackra and 
two other youths accompanying them but failed to catch' them. 
Witacsses have provided police with good descridtibns, Mr. 
Behreu said. At least 30 p^le have died in neo-Naa 
suoe Crennany reunified in 1990. TTie worst oeduned last 
May, wen two Turkish women and three girls died in an 
arson fire m Solingen. Four German youths are on trial for 
murder m that case. * ^ 

Iran repeats offer to send troops to Bi^fa 

MCOSIA (R) — Iran repeated a long-standing offer 'on 
Tn^w to send troops to Bosnia to protect petiple therefrom 
attaede by Bosnian Serbs. “Even now when the Unit^ Sarions 
has <)p^y expressed its inability to defend the peopled 

to the areas 

under U.N. oontrol ta ti,A ..c. ‘n 



saying- It said he was replying to 
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Jordan Valley 21/38 


Yesterday's high lempciaiurcs; Am- 
nan 34. Aqaba 39. Humidity n^inp; 
Amman II per cent. Aqaba IS per 
cent 


EMERGENCIES 


Tcl. 8I129S 


WEATHER 


Bidktin fuppticd by the Departmont of 
Mctcondogy. 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary oTNaztfcth Cborcb Sweffleh, 
Td. 810740 

Aasamblies of God Charcb. Tcl. 
6327RS. 

St. Joseph Cbarch Tcl. 62459U. 
Chodi of ibe Anmaidathm Tcl. 


It will be hot. dry. and dusty with 
win^ southeasterly moderate to ac- 
tive. In Aq^. winds will be southerly 
active ^ seas rough. 

MinJMax. temp. 

Amman ^ 

Aqaba 

O^xU 


16/36 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Pr. Fakhri Thyeh 885880 

Dr. Abdul Wabab Awad 846070 

Dr. Basdm Oadduni 648633 

Dr. Yousef FaqOi 7S6988 

Piias phannacy 661912 

Fcidowsphannaey 778336 

Al Asema ^baimacy 637053 

NaiiouUi pharmaqr 623672 

AI Salem phannaqr 6367^ 

Yaooub phamucy 644945 

Shmeiswii (diarm^ 637660 

. Nairouja pharmacy 62M72 

Najib pharmacy S47632 

DtBID: 

Dr. Mohammad Hilu 279773 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Khalil Abu Hussein 985000 

KbaSich pharmacy 9SS41? 


Food Control Centre 637III 

Gvil Defence Department 661 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Qvfl Defence EnKigcncy IW 

Rescue Pdicc 192.621111.637777 

FiieBrndc 891228 

Blood Bank 7W121 

Highway Police 843402 

TiafnefeUce 896390 

M>GcScciitiQr Department 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Conq^uis 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

CotttplaiDls 897467 

Amman MunicqMlity 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Infbrtn^on 

(directs assistance) I2| 

Overseas 0IQ230 

Central Amman 'Tclcpbm 

Repairs 623101 

AbdaliTelqihoneRqMits 66II0I 

Jordan Television 773III 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Autboriw 680100 

Jordan Elcctriaiy Authority ...815615 
Ele c tr i c Po«vcr 

Cbopany 636381 

RJ FHght InfonnaUon 08-53200 

Oncen Alia Ind. AitporL 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN; 

Hussein Mcdknl Centre 813813/32 

KbaKtf Maternity, LAmn... 644281/6 
AkBdkbtemib. J. Amu.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maieniity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palatine, Shmdsanl 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hoqntal ...669131 

University Ho^tal 84584 5 

Al-Muashcr Hosintd 6672Z7/9 

lite Istandc, Abdali 666127/37 

Al-Ahli.AbdaS 664164A 

Italian. AMduhajrccn 777101/3 

At-Bariiir. J. Ashtaftch 7751 i IG6 

Army.'SMaria 891611/15 

OacenAliaHoqMtai ........ 602240)50 

Amal Hospnal 6741SS 

ZARQAr 

Zarqn Govt Hospital (09) 

ZaruhhtkMial Hospital .. 

nnSnaHomtal 

Al Kkm Modem Hos^ I 
ipim. 

Huees Ban Hospital — .(Cg )27S555 

Greek OtbofieHomital (02)272275 
Iln Al Nafccs Hospnal (02)347100 

AQABA; 

PnsccstHayaHo^ital ..... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


The iafotwadoa is s up / dM by Royal 
Joidaaiaa (FJ) infonaadoa dopart- 
meat at iftc Oncen Afis Intcnational 
AJiport Td, (08)53200^. vhen it 

dtould ahaya be veribed. 

AnVALS 

Royal Jordaiian (RJ) Rights 
(Tenniiial 1) 

0944 Aqaba (lU) 

09-J0 Je^^) 



09:55 . 
10:15 . 
16:00 . 
18:20 . 
.lOdO .. 
19:10 
19:20 
19:30 
19-JO 
19JS .. 
00:10 
00:45 


DubaL Abu Dhabi T rJ) 


New York. Amsterdam 
— Istanbtd^) 


Madrid. Parts ( 

Toronto. Montreal (RD 

......... naakfun. Vienna (RJ) 

............. Paris. Geneva (RJ) 

Rotne(Rj) 

. London. Rome (RJ) 
' iba(RJ) 

RJ) 


...........Aqaba | 

— .......OudI 


Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


lO-JS 
11:10 .... 
11J5 
lIJO 
tlJO 
13JS 
ISdS 


- Cairo (MS) 

D am ascus (A^ 

— LarnacuICho 

Jeddab(SA) 

- Sanaa (m 

Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

...... KameU, Atm Dhdri (N) 


Algiers (AAJ 

Danascus (Ain 

SS V • Beirut (ME) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

DBPAmiRK 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Teiminal 1) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

RomefRJ) 

11:15 

Amsterdam, New York (RJ) 

H:3S Berlian. London (Rj) 

12ri» ... Casa Bianca, Tunis (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

New Delhi (RJ) 

:}*2 Aden (RJ) 

Aqaba (Rj) 

- Calcuna. Bangkok (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

B®iniL Paris (AR 

lids B^(ME) 

Ifcin .... Cairo(MS) 

i2-i« V Borne (AZ) 

1200 .! wiaca (Ci j 

as 

:-Abi'Dh^.ga;i‘fpTi 


i?2 -.1 Shariqah(AA) 

Aii^i£bi-(KL) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAA 


Dcp.Ammm ........ 8:0Qa.n.evciyMoii(^ 

Arr.DuBicni ...... S:tojT.ia.?!^PVM<w 

D9.DasuseK 7‘JOa.n.netySu^ 

Arr.AmmaB S:O0p.iii.eti‘CiySundri 


MARKET PRICES 

Uppeirlewcr prfcc id ffb per tg. 


Apple 5SIV6S0 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mukammar)".*!!!!!!!"!!!, 620 
...., ISO/ 100 

Cauliflower ISO/ lOO 

9»nnbcn(t^) ]»/ 100 

Cwnrabcrs(siriall) .i.., 300/200 

ISBriant I8tyi20 

6000® 

Grape Fnm 270^ 

Green beans • ' 320/29 

130/80 

Mairowflargc) isoJjO 

MatTow(smaII) • 

MulukhiBh I 450/ 350 

400/200 

Jraion/dry) 270/ 170 

300/a» 

^ • 400010 

^ppcr(hot) ....460/320 

400/250 

iynwto 450/250, 

^nng beans 
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Belgium, Jordan agree to set up 
Euro-mformation centre in Amman 


AiSfAN (J.T.) - Belgian 
Ambassador to Jordan Piene 
Muetenaere Tuesday ex- 
: jessed hope that the planned 

• curo-bibnnation to be 

- set up in lordaa would serve a$ 
a ntalyst for promotine 
Jor^man-Earopean trade, 
Jordanian-^oan 

trade. 

The a mb assador, speakine 
■ to the Jordan Tones after sign* 
^ agreement with Minister 
of ladiBtiy and Trade Rima 
^ Kbalafonestablislung the cen- 
tre, said that the Belgian gov- 
emmrat would be providing 
Randal aid to the ministiy to 
install the equipment and 

• would provide trauung to per- 
soiuiel who would operate the 
centre. 

h Belgium would proWde the 
aid immediately, a^ it is up to 
the Jordanian si^ to take steps 
to rstaMrsh the centre so that 
services could be oftered to 
Jordanian bnsinesspeisons in 
an effort to promote the trade 
links, said Mr. de Mnelenaere. 

Speaking after the signing 
ceremony]^. Kbaiaf saidthat 
the centre is the firoA of close 
cooper at ion between die Bel- 


gian and Jordanian govm- 
ments in promoting the King- 
dom's ca|»l»lh)es in ejqwrdng 
national products to Earopean 
markets and attracting joint 
investments to the country. 

Vmdng appreciation to the 
Bel^an government for this 
assistance. Dr. Khalaf said the 
cmtre wo^d be providing very 
orefui informant to Jorda- 
nian exp o rte rs and investors 
includmg inform^ion about in- 
dustry and trade in Emope. 

The agreement was in imple- 
mentation of that were 

sigi^ last May in Amnian 
during a to Jordan by die 
Balkan minister of fo^gn 
trade wbo fadd with gov- 

ernment ofSeials and bushes- 
men on the establishment of 
the Euro-Inf ormadon Centre 
to fadBtaie trade exchanges 
between Jordan and Eur^iean 
markets and to help Jordan 
open new markets for its pro- 
ducts abroad, said Dr. Khalaf. 

The projected centre, which 
would start c^>erations by June 
diis year, is expected to open 
direct diaimels of contact be- 
tween Jordanian and Euro- 


pean organsatiOBS and firms 
dealing whh industry, trade 
and wsenlciire and contribute 
towam increasing foreign in- 
vestfflCDts in the Kingdom, 
added Dr. Khalaf. 

She said the new centre 
would be housed at JEDCO 
(Jwdan Export Development 
and Coonnercial Centres Cor- 
poration), Miieb is affiliated 
the Afinistry of Industry 
and Trade. 

The centre would be directly 
Hnked with Enro-lnfonnaxion 
Centre in Belgium which 
would provide European in- 
formation to Jordanian 
bu^nesspersons, added the 
minister. 

Aimt from providing the 
cost of the equipment and 
txaitting, said Dr. Khalaf, the 
Belgian government would 
bear the cost of periodic pub- 
lications in Europe as well as 
the cost of contacts between 
the Belghim centre and others 
in Enro^ cooceraing the link 
with the Jordanian centre, and 
the Jordanian government 
would cover the cost of nin- 
nii^ the Amman ce n t r e. 


Jordan seeks EBU help 
in upgrading media services 


AMMAN (Petra) — Mmifler of 
Information Jawad Ari'ani 
Tuesday called on the Euro- 
pean Broadcasting Union 
(EBU) to help Jordan promote 
its inftsmation and me^ ser- 
vice, especially radio broad- 
• casting, and help transfer mod- 
ern tedinology to the King- 
dom. 

Addresang the Engineering 
Comnuttee of the EBU. which 
opened a meetinsat the Royal - 
Coftiaal Centre Tuesday, me 
minister said it is regrettable 
that Jordan is stUl tedinologi- 
cally fi|r behind in radio broad- 
casfing, and the country is oon- 
cerned that it is merely benefit- 
ing from other acfaievemerns 
ratbv than playing-die role of 
particqiaDt and-paitner. 


it is hoped that the EBU will 
help Jordan become oompefi- 
tive m its endeavours throu^ 
radio broadcasting, said Dr. 
Anani. 

He said Radio Jordan will be 
interested in benefiting from 
the HSU'S contributions to- 
wards further promoting com- 
mnnication and media ser- 


in welcoming the EBU par- 
ticipants to their five-day meet- 
ing, Radio and Television Cor- 
poration Acting Director 
General Ibrahim Sbahzadeh 
said bc^Kd that the EBU 
meeting in Amman, the first to 
be held outside Europe, would 
benefits Jor.dan's mi^ia .de-‘. 
■wilopmmt and -pave the way" ' 


for a wider degree of mutual 
cooperation. 

Mr. Shahzadeb said the cor- 
poration would be placing its 
facilities at the disposal of the 
partidpants, wbo represent 46 
eountiMS, to ensure the meet- 
ing’s success. 

Discussions will cover a wide 
range of topics in radio en- 
gineering serrices. recording 
and broadcasting and EBU’s 
relations with other similar 
world organisations. 

The participants represent 
radio and television stations in 
Europe, North Africa, the 
Middle East, the Americas. 
Japan, Australia and South 
l^rean jn addi^n^lq ^pveraJ 

ttcuu. 


World union supports Arab women 



By a JcHrdan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN ^ About 160 
women representing 70 couu- 
tries expressed ihm solidar- 
ity with Arab women seeking 
to restore legithna^ to ban- 
ned women's oiganisations in 
alt puts of the world. 

In a statement issued at the 
end of a two-day meeting 
held in Paris on April 9rl0. 
the -W-orld Democratic 
Women's Union (WDWU) 
eniressed its support of and 
soBdari^ with efrorts aimed 
at providiDg a dignified life 
for Arab women living in 
areas of conflict. 

“We e xp re ss our soUdariqr 
with Arab women who are 
fighting to obtain equal 
ri^rts," sud the statement 
spied by women partidpants 


u*o represent 83 organisa- 
tions. 

The conferences leiit sup- 
port in their statement to all 
the efforts exerted to reach a 
just and comprehensive set- 
tlement to the Arab-l^aeli 
conflict; the im]riementation 
of Unit^ Nations resolutions 
regarding Israeb' withdrawal 
from all the occupied Arab 
territories in Palestine, the 
Golan Heists and southern 
Lebanon; giving the Palesti- 
nian people their legitiniate 
rights; releasing all detainees 
induding women; lifting the 
embargo on Libya and 
Aqaba; solidarity with 
Sudanese women; release of 
all women prisoners; and 
solidarity with Algerian 
women. 

The World Democratic 
Women's Union, which in- 


dudes 136 organisations in its 
. membership representine 
countries, elected Sylvie 
Jeanne, of the French 
Women's Union, as its presi- 
dent and Mayyadafa Abbasi, 
a member of the General 

• Secretariat of the Palestinian 
Women's General Union, as 
rice-preddent. Emtiie Naffa’ 
from Jordan was elected as a 
member of the anion’s execu- 
tive committee. 

“There was a ^meral feel- 
ing among participants that 
women should exert more 
efforts and unify their ranks 
to acquire their rights," said 
N&. Naffs' after her return 
from tbe two-day conference. 
“The level of discussion and 
the amount of work that had 
been executed before and 
during tbe conference is 
promidng.** 




KilHtreGeiinnietiagefrDmPaki^ 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown , 
Prinoe Hauaa, tbe R^ent, Tuesday received a 
i Tini a gr from Paldstaiu Premier Benazir Bhut- 
to. The mepMgg was delivered to Mnoe flassan 
fcy tbe ^dating Paldstani Minister of Industry 
and Prodnotioa Mohammad A^ar, who was 
received in an aadienee by tbe R^ent. Prince 
H^siui and the Pakistani izunister reviewed the 
Mid^ E^ peace process, bilateral rdations 
and means of enhancing tiiem. The audience 
was attended by the Oown Prince's special 
advbor, Mohammad Saqq^, Miziister of Indns- 
tiy a^ TVade Rjipa Kmuaf and tbe Fakistani 
ambasador to Jordan. 

Prineen Basma holds women’slHiefing 

IRBID (Petra) ~ Her Royal Highness Princes 
Tuesday briefed a women's meeting in 
Iibid, on the Nari^ Strategy for Women and 
stressed die women's role at tbe district and 
governonfo level. Princess B a sm a enqibarised 


the nnponam role women can jriay in shaping 
tiidr own future and changing foe society's 
traditional ontlobk on women’s roles, ^e smd 
she hoped that women at the di^rict levels can 
come up with a mechanism that would ensure 
foe smooth implementation of foe strategy's 
objectives. The meeting drafted an agreement 
to fbnn a preparafo^ committee, which will be 
entrusted with worki^ out a preliminary plan to 
translate foe strawy into action at foe local 
levels. 

Awqaf minister meets visiting delegation 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Awqaf and 
Ulamic Affairs Abdul Salam AI Abbam Tues- 
day met at the Bng Abdullah Mosque foe 
delegations whkdi participa ted Monday in the 
Kingdom's celebrations marking the., comple- 
tion of renovation wories at foe Al Aqu Mo^ue 
and tbe Dome of the Rock in JenKalem. Dr. 
Abbadi briefed foe delations on the role of 
the Ministiy of Awqaf and Islanne Affairs in 
prese^g and protecting holy places in the 
Israeli-oocufxed Arab territories. 


Oman water conference 


ffjMttMtd from page 1) 

obeerver in liiie with foe King- 
dooi* *s decision to link its re- 
turn to die peace process to tbe 
of foe Mge on Aqaba, 
m Majesty Kiog Hussdn 
said earliCT fofe month tbe 
si^ was causing enormous 
fosses because of foe delay in 
delfveiies to tbe Kingdom's 
only sea port at Aqaba. He 
Wictead foat the XD- 
^lectio ns be carried out by 
•eutn! observers afor foe 
site dock at die pent. 

Mr. Herbst said the confer- 
ence did not regard Mr. Gbaz- 
ttwi as an obsenrer, becaure 
there was no such a static in 
foe mnfnlHtenls. 


Conference d^egates;, ipsist- 
ing on not bong ideodfied, 
sud the U.S.-Jordaznan aigu- 
meat was resolved by dlow^ 
Mr. Gbazzawi to p^on the 
oo-spoQsots of foe conference 
with the comfoys grievances. 

In lus capacity as gavel hol- 
der, Mr. Heitst lis&l in his 
statement key teoommenda- 
tions (» wfakfo the euiferees 
readied a conseesus: an Oma- 
ni proposal for a desalination 
reseaidi centre tn Muscat, a 
German offer to study water 
supply and demand in tbe re- 
gion, a U.N. proposal to de- 
vdop waste water treatment 
and Israel's call for making 
water systems Ynore efficient 
for small oomnumhies through 


implementing regnal traizung 
programmes. 

Imel's proposal was the first 
to be endoised by the water 
worldng groifo which has held 
sevi^ meetings before Mus- 
cat's. 

The United States, E^' 
pean Union (EU) members, 
Japan, the United 

Nations dl offered to help on 
that score, and Mr. Herbst said 
tbe first course mil begin in 

June in tbe Uxnted States. 

“1 think we are delimited 
foat Oman agreed to host this 
sesrion,” he said. “It brings the 
parties of tbe region to the 
Gulf." 

Added foe American offi- 
daJ: “Tins is a very significanc 
step (because) it demonstrates 
fmfoer prpgr^ in tbe peace 


Ship hauling tractor parts for Iraq turned away 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Tbe U.S. -led 
naval force patrolling the 
Red Sea has denied entry to 
another Aqata-bound vessel 
on grounds foat it was car- 
rying “unauthorised** spare 
parts for Iraq, shipping offi- 
cials said Tuesday. 

Th^ said the PoKsh-flag 
Moniufzko, which had 
among its Jordan-bound car- 
go 30 tonnes of spare pans 
for tractors imported by tbe 
Iraqi government, beaded for 
Port Suez to unload the con- 
signment. 

“Tbe inspectors ruled that 
the U.N. approval for the 
spare parts dated back to 
November 1993, and as su^ 
it was no longer valid,** said 
one of the officials. 

The parameters foat the 
in^jcctors apply to determine 
foe validity of U.N. approv- 
als were not immediately 
known. But. according to 
U.N. diplomats, there is linie 
coordination if any at all be- 
tween the inspectors and the 


U.N. Sanctions Committee. 

U.N. Security CouncS Re- 
soiudon 687 of April 1991 
exempts food and medicine 
as well 3$ items related to 
food and medicine from the 
sanctions the world body im- 
posed on Iraq in August 
following foe Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait. 

As such, spare parts for 
tractors are exempt since 
they are used in the agricul- 
ture sector to produce food. 
Exemption certificates are 
issued by the Sanctions Com- 
mittee, which comprises 15 
members of the Security 
Council itself. 

The absence of cocHdina- 
tion between the inspectors 
and the sanctions committee 
became apparent in several 
instances when the inspectors 
rejected the committee’s cer- 
tifications saying they were 
forgeries. 

The authenticity of the 
documents was established in 
all cases, but not before ships 
carrying cargo covered by 
them were turned away from 
Aqaba, leading to severe los- 


Lawyers, parliamentarians 
to study German systems 


AMMAN (J-T.) — A group of 
six prominent Jordanian 
lawyers and parliamentarians 
have been invited by foe Kon- 
rad Adenauer Foundation of 
Germany to conduct a study of 
German legal and political sys- 
tems between April 20 and 30, 
according to a foundation 
statement Tuesday. The state- 
ment said that foe six indi- 
riduals would acquaint them- 
selves with the German sys- 
tems through visits to courts of 
constitutional and administra- 
tive jurisdictions. 

These indude tbe Federal 
Constitutional Court, and the 
Federal Supreme ^ort and 
institutions for the protection 
of the Gennan constitution, 
and would have meetings with 
members of the Bundestag 
Tfoe Oennan p^Hament) and 
^the states’ parH^ents. high 
’Tanking odficiaB:^^ Federal 


Chancellor's Offire and the 
Ministiy of Justice in Bonn and 
foe head oflice of foe Konrad 
Adenauer Foundation. 

The risif will indnde Berlin, 
Brandenburg. Bonn, Treves, 
Karisnihe and Heidelbeig. 

The foundation has invited 
Senator Ahmad Obeidat, De- 
puty Abdul Karim Al Dughmi, 
Majid Ghanma, jud^ at the 
Court of Cassaijon, Hisham Al 
Tal, Judge at the High Court of 
Justice, Mohammad Gfazawi, 
dean of tbe Faculty of Law at 
foe University of Jordan and 
WaKd Qsotts. profossor at the 
faculty of law at the Univeirity 
of Jordan. 

The statement added that 
the invitation was a follow-up 
to a seminar on democracy and 
the rule of law organised by the 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation 
in' November 1992 in Jordan- 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


Tbe following listings are comfxled from monfo/y buHedas and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify foe fisted 

time and place with the concerned mstiniffons. 

BALLET 

BaSetperformaBce (Swan Lake, Biriero, Romeo and Jiriiet) 
at tbe main theatre of the Royd Cnitiiral Centre at 8HW 
p.m. 

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 

ir The Amnesty International-] Second Annual Festival for 
*'Ait..jmd Music and Human Rights” by Mirage mny frai ' 
band at the Palace of Cultare at Mb pan. 

EXHIBITIONS 

"it American Promotion Week *94 at the Amman Inteniatloa- 
al Motor Show, Airport Highway (I2dl0 a.m.-l(k00 p.m.) 
CTd. 714211). 

-fr ExhOtitioD by artist Mnstalh Al Hall^i at ifaiaHaa Art 
GaBery, Ganbns SL (Td. 687598). 

■h Art exhibhion by artist Latifo Yoosefat the Royal Cuitaral 
Centre. 

ir Exhibition by artists Alia Anunonra, Doraliiy Mango, Hinrf 
Nascr, Janfaie Saaf, Lacy Marto, Tete Wcgelhis at Ab'ad 
Art Gallery (10:00 a.m. - 6dW p.m.) (Td. 819861). 

ExbibltiiHi of callmnqshy at OrfaB Art Gdlery (Td.' 
826932). 

it Pafaitfaigs ezUbition by Jordanian and artists 

yawwfli Khaitilg and Abo SiilghnM at Alia Art Gallery 

(9:30 -13:30, 15.‘00-I8.'00> (Td. 639303). 

it GrapUcs exhibition by artist Bnrfaan SaWh Mohammad at 
the Phoenix Gallery for Art and Cnltnre (TeL 695291). 

"tr Engravn^ exhilrition by artist ^an-PSerre Pincemin at the 
Frrodi Cultural Centre. 

fr ExhHdtioa by J<n*danian and Iraqi artists at the itafian 
Language Centre (9:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m.) (TcL 669348) 

fr *^Spring Exhibition 1994” at the Jordan Plastic Art Associa- 
tion GaBery (Td. 699914). 

fr JordanhuHlraqi contemporaiy wrhiMHniT by war 80 artists 
at Ain Art GaDmy in Wadi Sa^ (9:30 a.m-8:00 p.m.) (Td. 
644451). 

ft ExhfltitkMi of scnlptures and drawings by Jordanian scnl|^ 
tor Samer Tabbaa. Abo showing ‘^pennanmrt** exhibition of 
56 Arab contemporary artists al Darat Al Funun of the 
Abdfd Rbineed Stoman Fonndation in Jabai Lnw^iddi 
(Td. 643251/2). 


process and that the pec^les of 
the region are overcoming tra- 
ditional taboos in working 
together to deal with tbe prol^ 
lems they all face.” 

The l^member Israeli team, 
was led by Depu^ Foreign' 
hfinister Yosd Milin. 

Omani Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Yousef Bin 
Alawi said on tbe sidelines of 
the conference that coopera- 
tion with Israel was possible 
but only after it resolves its 
problems with its immediate 
Arab neighbours. He sug- 
gested Israel could help in 
Oman's mineral mining opera- 
tions. 

Syria and Lebanon have 
‘boycotted an multilateral con- 
ferences, insisting on a break- 
foiough first in their bilateral 
peace negotiations with Israel. 


Iraqi diplomats 

(CoBtinaed frinn page 1) 

Lebande and Iraqis in each 
other’s countries. 

Mr. Bouez said 1,500 
Lebanese were living in Iraq, 
while Mr. Fakhri hv put the 
number at 12,000. 

Tiie only Lebanese diplomat 
in Ba^idad, Charge d'Affoires 
Saad ^khya, was withdrawn 
last week. 

The government said Mr. 
Kathem and Mr. Khalaf had 
confeued to foe murder and 
said foey received their mders 
by telex frem Iraq. 

Lebanon demanded that the 
Iraqi embassy hand over two 
other suspects who sought re- 
fuge there after the assassina- 
tion. 


ses to importers. 

The Moniufzko, which is 
carrying nearly 500 tonnes of 
general cargo, most of it in 30 
full containers, would return 
to Aqaba after tbe “suspect" 
cargo is off-loaded a: Port 
Suez, the officiais said. 

The Moniufzko, operated 
by a Chinese-Polish joint 
venture, was the 14th ship to 

be- intercepted and denied 
entry to Aqaba this >ear by 
the enforcers of the sanctions 
against Iraq patrolling the 
Red Sea. In 1993, they 
turned away 20 ships. 

The 13ih intercepted vessel 
this year, the Ikan- Seleyang. 
which is carrying newsprint 
and unprocessed sanitary 
paper for the Jordanian mar- 
ket, continued to wait at the 
,Tiran Straits on Tuesday for 
'the third day running after ii 
was prevented from proceed- 
ing to Aqaba. 

“The vessel’s agents and 
other concerned parties are 
continuing contacts with the 
U.S. naval command in 
Bahrain to get clearance for 
the ship to proceed to 


Aqaba.’’ said one shipping 
source who preferred anony- 
mity. “The stand-off was con- 
tinuing as of *ruesday afier- 
noc- ■’ 

7 ' r Ikan Seleyang was de- 
rued entr>' because the sea- 

based inspectors ruled that 

the Jordan-bound cargo was 
accessible for inspection, the 
shipping officials said. In 
addition, the inspectors also 
demanded "accessibility*’’ to 
cargo stow*ed in the holds of 
the vessel destined for other 
ports, they said. 

If it was denied xmiission 
after the contacts and rear- 
ranging cargo for fresh in- 
spections, the Ikon Selayang 
will sail off to Dubai, where it 
will unload the 4,000 tonnes 
of cargo destined for Aqaba, 
they added. 

'The escalated interception 
of .Aqaba-bound ships has 
prompted Jordan to hinge its 
return to the 29-month-old 
U.S. -backed Arab-Israeii 
peace process on an end to 
the blockade of the King- 
dom’s only seaport. 

In line with this stand. Jor- 


dan sent a lone obsersvr to a 
, round of multiiateral talks on 
Middle East water in Oman 
this week. The Kingdom re- 
fused to endorse ■ filial sute- 
ment of the meeting until k% 
demami for an ern to foe 
damaging sea-based inspec- 
tions was addressed (sec page 
1). 

Officials and busmessper- 
sons here are optimhtie that 
U.S. Secretary of State Wur^ 
ren Chrtsii^ter, who ri ex- 
pected lo visit ihe Middle 
East later this month, would 
brin(t with him a safbfjcusry 
solution to the metap stan- 
doff over Aqaha. 

Jordan has proposed that 
the sea-based Uispcctions by 
the U.S.-led task fmve be 
replaced by on-sluire inspec- 
tions at Aqaha by a neutral, 
international, non-profit 
organisatton wiihoul mfnng- 
ing upon the Kingdom's 
sincrcignly. 

Officials have said that 
Washington had Mfught 
“clarifications’* on the prop- 
osal and Iliac Amman hud 
provided them. 



Nurses hi at one of Jordan's norting coDqges 




Ntirses demand overtime pay 


By Natasha Bukhari 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordanian 
Nurses’ Union (JNU) is de- 
manding overtime compensa- 
tion for its government- 
employ^ members on par 
with other government em- 
ployees. 

“We have been forced to 
take legal action as our de- 
mands have been neglected 
by tbe government for over 
two years now,” JNU Direc- 
tor Nazeeh Bzour told foe 
Jordan Times on Tuesday. 

According to the Labour 
Law, employees working for 
government-supervised in- 
stitutions are to be compen- 
sated for any extra work over 
the maximum six working 
hours per day. Nurses work 
for ei^t hours per day and 
receive no compensation for 
the extra time, said Mr. 
Bzour. adding that this “mis- 
treatment” is negatively 
affecting nurses' quality of 
work because tney feel 
underprivileged. 

According to the present 


Labour Law, emplr^ees 
should earn an extra 30 per 
cent of their wages for every 
extra working hour. In foe 
case of nurses the law is not 
being enforced despite con- 
tinuous demands foat nurses 
be treated fairly, said Mr. 
Nazeeh. “The Ministry of 
Health has not been ooopera- 
tiv*e and we have been bear- 
ing nothing but empty prom- 
ises for years." complained 
Mr. Bzour. explaining the 
reason behind the JNU law- 
suit ^inst the Ministry of 
Health. 

According to Kamal Nas- 
ser. foe uruon's legal consul- 
tant. the Ministry of Health is 
currently studying the JNU*s 
earlier demands, but has not 
yet taken aaion on them. 

Mr. Nazeeh said that foe 
Ministry of Health has tried 
to “blackmail" the JNU to 
force them todrop their case; 
he said that Mahmoud 
Sheheb. the ministry's secret- 
ary general has threatened to 
reduce nurses’ working hours 
to six a day, increase the 
number of ^fts and with- 


hold all privileges the minis- 
try provides nursinE staff in- 
cluding housing, frrod and 
transpoitation. 

Sum a proposal b not in 
the ministry’Is best mieresi 
because it will increase its 
financial burdens, and these 
“threats" only reflect how 
much nurses’ uxM-k b under- 
mined, Mr. Nazeeh said. 
“Nursing staff are beconmg 
frustrated and are talking ab- 
out going on strike,” said^Mr. 
Nazeeh, adfong that he per- 
sonally was against taking 
such measures, but that he 
fully supports their demanfo. 

“We will not rive up and 
wc win demand to acquire 
whai b legally and Icghimate- 
iy our right." be persisted. 

The country has a sboittge 
in nursing staff and Che gov- 
ernment’s attitude towarfo 
their (muses’) "rights" dis- 
courages others from taking 
up thb career, which conCra- 
dicts the country’s national 
inierest, Mr. Nazeeh r^aid, 
Thb is something the govern- 
ment should take into consid- 
eration, added Mr. Nazeeh. 


Japan urges Jordan’s private sector 
to boost ties via investment, tourism 


By Qia Nasrallah 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Japan's Ambas- 
sador to Jordan Yuji Ikeda 
Tuesday urged the Jordanian 
private sector to play a key 
role in promoting ties 
tween Jordan and Japan and 
to help attract investors and 
tourists to the Kingdom. 

Addressing a lunch meet- 
ing hosted in hb honour by 
the Amman Rotary Oub, the 
ambassador stud trade, tour- 
ism and cultural exchanges 
could be boosted through 
seminars, trade fairs 
media among other activities 
that could be handled by the 
private sector in Jordan. 

It is true that only a few 
Japanese tourists have been 
to titis country about whidi 
little is known in Japan, but it 
is hoped that the direct air 
transport route between Am- 
man and Osaka expected to 
start later this year would 
open the door for a great 
■ number of Japanese tourists 
to the Kingdom, said Mr. 
Ikeda. 

Still, he said, a great deal is 
'required on the p<^ of foe 
various sectors in this country 
to attract visitors from Japan. 

Mr. Ikeda and Civil Avia- 
tion Authority (CAN) Direc- 
tor General Ahmad Jweiber 



Vqji Ikeda 

signed an agreement on April 
16 paring the way for Royal 
Jordanian (1^'to fly to 
Japan's Kar^ International 
Airport after it opens in 
September thb year. 

it b also hoped that the 
NHK (Japan Broadcasting 
Corporation) would play a 
role in presenting a good 
image of foe IGngdom to the 
Japanese public, said Mr. 
Ikeda. 

The NHK had recently 
announced its decision to 
produce a 40-minute 
documentary on foe life of 
Jordanians to be aired in 
Jaoan. 


The ambassador said that 
at leal 20 miHion fnmiHes in 
Japan are expected to wateb 
the documentary. 

Referring to the exchange 
of visits by high level delega- 
tions the ambassador said 
that members of the Royri 
Family in Jordan and Aim 
MiiBSter Abdul Salam Majrii 
hive visited Japan, adding 
that he “will try to get 
Japanese mintstcis and prob- 
ably the foreign minbier to 
come to Jordw.” 

On tbe current political 
riianges in Japan, Mr. Ikeda 
said that whoever succeeds 
Morihiro Hosokawa as prime 
minister, Tokyo's policies 
with re^ud to the Middle 
East remon would remain un- 
changed. 

He said amt probably 
foreign miaisier Tsutonlu 
Hata would fotm anew oobH- 
tion and wted iPursue eftorb 
towards further tx^efing 
ties with Iord an . 

With reference to the 
peace process, the ambama- 
dor said Japan b deeply iu- 
terested in ihb process and 
would condiroc to provide 
Jordan with various forms of 
assistance in appreciation of 
its peace-oriented poliacs 
and would help h carry out its 
. socio-economic develop- 
ment. 
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A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra*i daily Tuesday addressed tbe visit 
of the Speaker of the Lebanese Parliament Nabih Berri to 
Jordan describing it as yet another cbaim to help bring 
together the Arab parties involved in the peace process. The 
ideas brought by Mr. Bern and his call for consolidating 
coordination between Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation (PLO), reflect Lebanon's keen 
interest in rallying the Arabs’ efforts vis^-vis Israel's defiance, 
said Mahmoud Rimawi. Mr. Bern's visit uras timely, coming 
amidst an Israeli escalation of air raids on southern Lebanon, 
Israeli leaders' threats against Jordan for allegedly harbouring 
Hamas and Israel's offer to Syria to ccuidude peace with it in 
exchat^ for an Israeli pullout from tbe Golan, said tbe writer. 
At the same time, Israel has not softened its stand with regs^ 
to a pulling out from Palestinian lands in compliance with 
U.N. resolutionis, and this stand toge^r with the common 
threat to the Arabs should prompt them to unify their ranks, 
said the writer. Mr. Beni discussed tlm isnes in Aminra, 
expressing bitterness at the prevailing Arab situation which 
lacks coordination, according to the writer, who urged the 
Arab parties to t^e immediate action towards forming a 
united bloc in the face of the Israeli challenge. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Dnstour expressed the view that 
HamasK>rchestrated bomb blasts inside Israel lent support for 
the Palestinian leadership and strengthened the position of the 
Palestinian negotiators with laael. Mazen Hammad said that 
indeed the bomb blasts made the Israeli leaders realise that the 
Palestinian masses were not satisfied with the way the peace 
negotiations were heading and demanding a ^uick ^on 
towards an Israeli pull out, an objective sought diplomaticalfy 
by the Palestinian leadership. It goes without saying that had 
the bomb blasts not occurred, Mr. Rabin would not have 
declared that his government was planning to restrict or 
remove the Jewish settlements, said the writer. 
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A paralysed U.N., again 

U.N. SECRETARY General Butros GhaU’s 
request for wider mandate for military in* 
terventioB in Bosnia to protect Hie ^ areas 
declared as safe zones by the Security Counefl is 
obviously a bitter lesson drawn from the 
inability of the international community to 
honour its decision to declare Gorazde a safe 
haven. The 19-day Serbian onslaught on the 
Gorazde enclave is straining the joint NATO* 
U.N. presmice in that country to the Kmlt and is 
malciiig the two organisations look impotent in 
the face of Serb d^ance. Mr. Ghali’s urgent 
call for added powers to deal with Hie situation 
in Bosnia conies in stark contrast with his 
earlier reluctant posture on military air strikes 
to halt Serbian advances. 

Much water has crossed under the brid^ 
since last year and the U.N. chief is now more 
convinced than ever that it is Hie credibility of 
his oiganisaHon, not to menHon that ctf NATO, 
which is at stake. 

With President Bill Clinton and other West* 
em leaders virtually washing their hands oi 
Gorazde’s immin ent tote by declaring that 
further air strikes against Serb gunners is ruled 
out. Hie secretary general must have been 
pained by NATO’s unwillingness to follow up 
on Its initial military Involvement. NATO’s 
initial raisii^ -the stakes for the combatants 
and later its abamloiiiiient of ito dechire^ s^ce 
at a time when it was most ardently needed, 
must have made the U.N. and its secretary 
general feel deserted mid way in Hie contmuons 
efforts to setUe the armed and political conflict 
in the former Yugoslavia. 

With even Moscow growing impatient with 
its Serbian allies over their tactics in conducting 
peace talks whfle pursuing military objectives, 
the Russian opposition to Mr. Ghali may have 
been a bit of a surprise. Moscow has tradi- 
tionally stood opposed to any ^orts to expand 
the powers of the U.N. secretary general. The 
traditional Russian preference to have the 
Security Council ahme assume powers on inter- 
nationsd and regional peace and war issues 
appears to be the single most important reason 
why the Russian ambassador to the U.N. voiced 
Immediate objection to Mr. Ghali’s attempts to 
assert himself as a powerful international figure 
able to take action on matters already decided 
by the Seenrity Council. The controversy goes 
beyond the immediate problem in Bosnia and 
touches the heart of the matter as tor as the 
international organisation b concerned. Mr. 
Ghali seeks an effective international lead- 
ership and b supported to a great extent by the 
Western capitab. Fearful of Western hegemony 
over the U.N., China would join forces with 
Russia in expressing reservations about Ghali’s 
quest for greater mandate. The cold war era 
that paralysed the U.N. in the last four decades 
appears to be back with vengeance. Bosnia 
appears only to be the new ri«ghihtkg point of a 
renewed cold war. 


Uncertain stands Europe 


Increasing EU membership could delay 


progress towards united foreign policy 


By Panl Ames 

The Associated Press 

BRUSSELS — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU) plans to 
take in four prosperous new 
members, extending the 
reach of the powerful econo- 
mic bloc into the heart of 
centr^ Europe and north to 
Russia's Arctic frontiers. 

If Austria, Sweden, Nor- 
way and Hnland join as plan- 
ned on Jan. 1, they will en- 
large the union to 16 nations, 
375 million people and an 
econonw worth S7 trillion a 
year. 'Ine North American 


Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA) of the United 
States, Canada and Mexico 
has 360 million people in a S6 
trUliOD economy. 

Such expansion warms the 
hearts of those who dream of 
building a European super- 

S ower to rival the Umted 
tates. But some Europeans 
believe increasing the mem- 
bership will only delay prog- 
ress towards united foreign 
and defence policies. 

*‘A common foreign* policy 
comes from common in- 
terests, not from a declara- 
tion in a treaty,” said 
Jonathan Eyal, duector of 
studies at the Royal United 
Services Institute in London. 
He said larger member^^ 
will make it "even more dim- 
cuit” to define those common 
interests. 

Supporters of ever-doser 
ties among European nations 
fear the newcomers will join 
Britain in defending national 
sovereignty agains t visions of 
a "United States of Europe." 

i^so, the NATO-aliped 
majority will .have to 


By Alison Smale 

Tbe Associated Press 

VIENNA — Just as the Bos- 
nian war appeared to be 
winding down; it sparked an 
interaational crisis that 
threatened to spin out of con- 
troL 

In its endgame, the war is 
inevitably more dan^rous. 
The Bosnian Serbs, backed 
to some demise by their tradi-' 
tional ally Russia, and the 
Muslim-1^ government each 
seek all they- can get. 

Tensions peaked • over 
Goraale, a Muslim enclave 
in southeastern Bosnia under 
Seib siege for most of the 
two-year war. 

On April 10, Bosnian Serb 
forces were dosing in on 
Gorazde. But their leadm 
were negotiating a Bosnia- 
wide ceueflre, and intema- 
tional mediators were coiifi- 
dent a truce would be signed, 
saving the 65,000 pec^ in 
Gofmde. 

Then somettmg went bad- 
ly WTOQ^ Bosnian Serb com- 
manderRatlco Mladic did not 
halt the offenave. When the 
United Nations tried to reach 
Gen. Mladic that day to tell 
him to stop, he was on the 
front lines. 

Honrs later, U.S. fipter 
jets bombed Serb poa&ns. 

U.N. commander in 
Bosnia, Lt. (^. Sir hfichael 
Rose, called tbe jets in to 

g rotect U.N. observers and 
iritish liaison officers in 
Gorazde. More bombs fell 
last Monday. 

Witii NATO nifliriiig tiie 
first ground attack in its Iris- 
tore. Gen. Mladc sq>peared 
to nave badly underestunated 
the world's will to come fo 
Gorazde's rescue. 

But, in the Balkans, poli- 
tics is played like poker. In- 
stead of thromng in a stiU- 
stron^ hand, Gen. - Mkdic 
and ms backers simply raised 
the stakes. 

Serbian President SItrfx>- 
dan Milosevic, die negioii's 
power broker, set the tone^^ 
saying the NATO bomUi^ 
shov^ the United Nations 
was biased in favour of the* 
Muslim-led government. 
That was the cue for the 
isolated Serbs fo cut yet more 
ties with the outside world. 

Id ^fbia, 13 foreign cor- 
respondents were stripped of 
then credenti^, acaised of 
waging a "media war” 
agains t Serbs. Bosnian Serbs 
expelled American journal- 
ists from thOT territory. 

The Bosnian Serbs also 
seized or surrounded about 
150 U.N. peacekeepers, in 
ef^ usingibem as nost^^ 
against further bombing 
raids. • 

Lt. Gen. Rose wanted 
more air strikes on Friday, 
when a British liaison officer 
was wounded in Gorazde and 
needed evacuation. 

But the U.N's top dvflian 
commander in Bosnia, 


accommodate the neutralify 
of Sweden, Austria and Fin- 
land. 

Nor did negotiations «ith 
the four candidates boost 
confidence in Europe's abil- 
ity to unite. Before they were 
completed a month after tbe 
Matdi 30 deadline, foreign 
ministers spent weeks quar- 
reling about bow to adapt 
voting procedures and share 
out Norway's fish stocks. 

While they wrangled, 
others took the lead in Bos- 
nia and the Middle East, two 
areas where the European 
Union had once hoped for 
diplomatic success. 


ly happen.” 

In January, the bloc 
appeared to recogni^ this 
when its foreign ministers 
appealed for American help 
to end the killing in Bosnia. 
That was a for cry from a 
declaration in 1991 by Fore- 
ign hfinister Jacques Poos of 
I^emboaig, then the EU 
chairman, that European di- 
plomacy would end the war 
quickly. 

"This is the hour of 
Europe, not America,*' Mr. 
Poos ssdd on his way to the 
first of many £U peace mis- 
sions. All of them foiled. 

The treaty on European 


Austria, Sweden, Norway and Fin- 
land jmn as planned on Jan. 1, they will 
enlarge the union to 16 nations, 375 
million people and an economy woi^ $7 
trillion a year. The North American Fr^ 
Trade Agreement (NAFTA) of the Un- 
ited States, Canada and Mexico has 360 
million people in a $6 trillion economy.” 


U.S. and Russian Diplo- 
mats pressed for peace in 
former Yugoslavia with some 
success, and the United 
States became the broker in 
laraeli-Arab folks. 

"It demonstrates what 
American leadershfo can pro- 
vide," Stuart E. Eimnstat, 
U.S. ambassador to the 
European Union, told tbe 
Assorted Press. 

“Europe is beginning to 
come together. But even with 
that, they still need tbe entr-‘ 
ance of the world's only su- 
perpower to make things ful- 


Union, whidi took effea last 
November, created stronger 
links among tbe 12 memt^rs 
and gave me EU executive 
more power to foige a united 
foreign policy. But squab- 
bling among governments 
and complicate rules for 
makino dedsioDS have got in 
the way. • 

"Yugoslavia does point out 
the limitations of the com- 
mon foreign and securify 
policy," Mr. Eizenstat said. 
"It's very hard to manage a 
military crisis with 12 foreign 
ministers." 


Mr. Eyal of the London 
Institute was less diplomatic: 
"liieir initiatives in tbe Mid- 
dle East were a disaster.... 
On Yugoslavia, they qfont 
three years bickering like fish 
wives." 

Hans Van Den Brock, 
foreim affairs diief of the 
^ ^ecutive Commission, 
acknowledges a rocky start 
for the common foreign 
poliev. 

"\imat we have seen so 
far... should certainly be fol- 
lowed by more visible, con- 
crete and cohesive actions," 
be said in an interview, hfr. 
Van Den Bro^ feels the 
union must simplify decision- 
making if it wants "to per- 
form a role conesponding to 
its economic we^t and poli- 
tical responsibility.'' 

Member nations have sche- 
duled a conference in 1996 to 
do that, clarify foreign poli^ 
and strengthen tbe new de- 
fence arm, the Western 
■ European Union. 

As usual, however, they 
disagree about how to do it. 

Some hope the conference 
will purii the union towards a 
federal state with its own 
constitution. Others are de- 
termined to defend national 
sovereignty, and tbe neutral 
newcomers are waxy of a 
common deface. 

But all realise diange is 
necessary to make the union 
work aim continue growing. 

Its potential for growfois 
enonnous: In addition to the 
four nations scheduled to j<nn 
Jan. 1, Hui^iy, Poland and 
the Czech Republic want in 
by 2000 and a dozen others 
from Malta to Estonia are 
knocking at the door. 



Crisis flared in Bosnia as 
endgame appeared near 


Yasushi Akashi, refused. In- 
stead, he placed faith in what 
Bosnian ^rb leader Rado- 
van Karadzic promised was a 
Gorazde ceaKfire. 

The Briton ^t out, blit 
later died. And. by Saturday, 
Serb tanks were blasting tOr 
wards the very centre of 
Gorazde town. 


before he would talk to them 
again Sunday. 

The Serbs agreed to hold 
fire, pull back nearly two 
mil^ from the town centre, 
.and allow 350 U.N. 
peacekeepers into tbe en- 
clave. Yet on Sunday, Serb 
tanks rolled into Gor^e ab- 
out the same time as Bosnian 


“As with the removal of Serb heavy guns 
firom around Sarajevo in February, in 
the Gorazde crisis only the Russians 
proved to have leven^e with the Serbs.” 


More air strikes were 
ordered. But they were called 
off when Gen. Mladic's 
troops shot down a British 
sea harrier on Saturday as it 
approached for tbe first 
bombing run. 

Mr. Akashi came as dose 
as the United Nations has 
come to pulling out entirely, 
demanding the Serbs release 
U.N. personnel and hold fire 


Serb leaders agreed to a ceas- 
efire with the United Na- 
tions. 

As with tbe removal of 
Seit heavy from around 
Sarajevo in rebroary, in the 
Gorazde crisis only the Rus- 
sians proved to have leverage 
with ^ Serin. 

"Today must be a starting 
point for the reverse move- 
ment away tom war," Rus- 


sian Forei^ MGnister Andrei 
Koctxcv said Sunday, after 
holcung urgent talks with Mr. 
Nfilosevic the day before in 
Bdmde. 

Tne Bosnian Serbs, tiieir 
Muslim and Croat fo^ and 
tile international community 
have wanted to end the war 
for more than a year. But 
they could never agree on 
terms. 

If a settlement is reached 
over Gorazde, the way may 
be dear for a final peace in 
Bosnia. Interaational 
mediators could seize the 
momentum and press for the 
overall truce they had 
thon^t was close. 

After that, they must per- 
suade the Bosnian govern-, 
meat to swallow a settlement 
under wbict the Serbs will 
almost certainly give up some' 
of the 72 per cent of Bosnia 
they DOW hold — bat only in 
exchange for their own state 
and close Imfa with neig h- 
bouring Serbia, for 
they have shed blood for two 
years. 


letters 

Poor robbers 
rich dealers 


To the Editor: 


tot Ptosmgo^ 

Byzantine site has meant a great ios roow ^ 

kSi cf the area, Bm 

only ones who Even more 


activities, who nave never * -work- 

tomb-robbing as the only 

mg,” said one young man. And tney are. 

Oa the other side, demand for 
Jordanians and foieigneis will nevw be “ 

im^mlogicsd^^on in <w““8 
S^pSvrt^can be linked to our own 
Scse Unities may also have artistic value 
somoeofumnense pJeasure to tbe poss^r. 
may actually appreSSeantiquities more than wholars 

'or curators. So why deny them this. 

The dealers are the third part of the antiquities trade. They 
to gain finaiSlly and the le^ 
mark up their p^ 

originally paid the desperate tomb-r^bers. Often, 

arrange antiquities to be e^rted from Jordan 
■Screen ^ter tragedy to tbe 

especiHty at a time when tto ^ 

developed, and requires archaeological attractions. 

The recent reports of tomb-r(*bmgs in the Al 
have forced tte govemment, with the aid of the army, to 

protect what is left of ancient Zoara. They have ato 

a «»n naign to artcst thosc involved in the illegal an^mties 
trade. So far they have only rounded-up some of the poor 
tomb-robbeis — wfll they be the scapegoats? 

The BDvenunent should give more support to the De^rt- 
ment Antiquities 1^ helping tiiem save what is left ot 
anwant Jordan. As an immediate measure, salaries for site 
guards should be increased from tbe JD ^70 per month. 
Purhaps priv^ tour operators and Friends of Archaeology 
oonld he^ pay to this. An even better long-tenn strategy 
'should be dereloped ^ving priority to excavate endan^red 
atdiaettiogical sites such as Safi or Azraq rather than safer 
ones at Petra, Jerash or Anunan. 


Konstantiiios D. Polilis, 
Archaeologist* 

Gbat Ai Safi. 


Unwarrant^ 

■I.! ..W, .-.4 • 

reaction 


:j./\ 


To the Editor: 

1 wish to comment on tiie letter from Rodica G. Ma'ayta to the 
Jorto Tiroes (April 12), in wbidi she attadcs a letter from 
Mrs. G. Woodward (Jordan Times, A^ 7-8). 

I am quite sure tiiat Mrs. Woodward did not mean any 
offence againsr Arabic prognunmes in her letter. She was just 
making tbe point that p^aps Arabic programmes ought to be 
shown on Chaniiel 1, (The Arabic Channel), as opposed to 
Oiannel 2, which like her 1 also believed to be the Foreign 
Channel, as it sitows programmes in Ftench, Hebrew, Engjisb 
and sometimes German. 

We “foreigners", (and I am British, not American!), are 
.wdl aware riMt ^ are guests in tiiis wonderful cotmtiy, and I 
am sore we aO appreciate ft. I would guess that most of os 
watdi fTiannel 2, while most Jordanians watdi Channel 1. , 
us would not understand the language on Channel 1, 
vrinch brings me to tite subject of fbotiiall. M^ cominentaiies 
on it are not in our langiia^ and therefore should be shown 
m tlifliwid 1. Rodica Ma'ayte states, "lately h (^tball) tms 
become very popular with ladies as wi^" — is there any proof 
of t^? Personalfy I detest football and smtdi oft as soon as it 
comes on, but I do ^mredate that otiier people like it. I would 
like to see more of omer ^rts instead. We have to too. 
much football on Channel 2 lately — a tdt more often tha« 
"every now and then"! I would like to that in ^ 

progranmm aiinquiicenieats and in the Jordan Times we could 

be told what is to be shown on both Chavis, tiien we 
choose if we want to watch an Arabic series or friotbaU on 
Channel! 

Tbe Story fine of "End of a Brave Man" was good, but the 
series could have been condensed into less showings as there 
2* a repetition in it. I do agree with Mrs. Woodward 
that tile Enpish subtitles were not good fwwph ^rith their 
«^poor tim^, wrong spelling, letters^ out andpoor Rnei«h 
us^ . I doobt if many people would have tap^ theutole 
senes as it was 27 horns long and nine 3-hour ta pe s would have 
been required! 

“ovies. wUle these may not be to 

ttmef^ ^ $ problw and the dafly violence and honors 

^ ** there was not a 

b^h^^rftobn^ten it up sometimes. As the old saying 
goes— -'You cannot please aU of Uk people aU of the tiro?? 

S**™ the prognun- 
of political news. This we aUa^^ 
““Portance, tot do we have to have it 

of interest shomi 

baK (JTV) to give » 

very recrat^^^e pictures of life m Jordan - 

toK 

several “ ouestionnaiie in 


Miss Chris Larter, 
Amman. 

^pubUcanoa, however *®cfc/e. Letters inteoded- 

Mfter’s mnaae 

290? request and untto sneda/ S? ““ ^ mthheldoafy 
sabject to editiag. Letters am 

retoB of mnSg iSSioci^^'’ “ responsftte to the 
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Features 


- By Dr. Kli^^h Amr 

OWING TO the increased 
• activiiies at Pet 

la do^ file last deea^ which 

lesnlted m the discovery of 
large munberB of artifuts the 
Dqiaftment of Amiqnities saw 
the necessity for another 
mnsero to xepzeseat toe dtv 

considered toe prime toorisac 

anractKm m Jordan. 

Tliw new nniseam was con- 
caved to tonction in conjnno- 
turn with toe eristmg nmsenm 

and w as a leplaeemem for it, 

so that toe old . 

iraenjy Mde a cave on the 
^ of A1 Habis — wonld 
boose toe larger archhectoxal 
and scooted stone objects 
'^ule the new mnsenin in toe 
Mton boQding at toe centre 
of toe city wocdd boose toe 
small finds from thy, excava- 
fioos. 

Ihe new location was chosen 
for several reasons. It was 
noticed that by the tone most 
tonrists reach the dty centre, 
toOT are too toed to dimK up 
to toe old nmseam. settle 
to having refireshiueiits at the 
cides there, then tarn 
witoont seeing the items of 
daily life of toe people who 
c rcafo d tiie magnmcent monn- 
ments of toe dty. The location 
of toe new mosenm ofien 
them toe service without much 
adcfitional physical strata. 

Also, tile modern bnflifing 
already hooses the offices of 
the Petra Reseudi and Res- 
toration Centre of the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities, maicmg 
tile achStion or a iwngentn m 
the centre a natural dioioei 
The design of toe mnsetim 
was assipied to Nesreen A1 
Tal, an eomtoyee of the De- 
partment <x Antiqu i ties with a 
de^ee in fine arts. In her 
designs, she used many 
rials that were already avail- 
able at tile sto r eroo ms of the 
d^artmeot in Petra, snch as 
remnants of sca^ldmg wood 
for bnihSng the di^lay cases. 

AH the other materials used 
in tile nmseam were booght 
locally in Amman and Wad! 
Mosa, and the execution at an 
the work was done by crafts- 
men from Amman and Wadi 
hhisa, as well as enqik^ees of 
Dcpartstem of Antiquities. 
The majori^ of die artifacts 
on display came fr^ the 
stores of the Dqpaitment of 
Antiquities in Feta and Am- 
man. Only a few selected items 
on diffll^ were rebonsed frm 
the Petra and Amman 
mnsenms. The texts (in Aiabie 
and English) aocompanyii^ 
the displays are written to c^cx 
infimniation at two levels: 
dfic desoqitions of toe objects 
on diqday, as well as more 
detailed mfmnation on toe 
context, faistxKy, Qrpology and 
tedmoio^ of toe objects for 
pe^le wishing to gam more 
msij^ into the bad^iomid of' 
the displays. 

Jhitrance and toe first hafl 

The mosenm is open to the 
visitor thioi;i^ two show 
cases toq^yiiig Isgs stora^ 
jars from the Petra Qmrdi 
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YET ANOTHER ATTRACTION: The ancient red nee dty receives a new showcase for Hs history (photo by 
Aynstey Floyd) 

A tour of the new museum at Petra 


(dated to tile sixth ceahny 
AD). The nmieam is (fivided 


fflto t hr e e main halls. The first 
hsJl presets an introdaction to 
Petra, with pai^ about toe 
geolo^ and tdstoiy of toe 
area, as well as selected db- 
plays of relqpoiis sc^tnre, 
pottery and tiie very important 
aspect of hydraulic eo- 
gineeiiag. 

The second ban 

The second hall in the 
rmwmm has a special disfUay 
to the left, offiaing infionna- 
tion oonoennng tinre inqxtr- 
tant aqiects of tiie fife of tiie. 
d^. Pix^ toere axe the earto- 
qradtes. The Jordan Rift VaW 
1^ is a major geOlagicd fanlL 
Pec^ Ih^ next to it have 
experienced' destructive eardi- 
qaakes tinongbout the centnr- 
ies and docnenented many of 
them in historical records, but 
they contnraed rebuStong and 
setting on their land. On dis- 
play are ceramic objeca from 
tfaxM houses fonnd bnSt oo top 
of each other in toe ciQr oei^, 

fwd i was destroyed by a diffe- 
rent earthquake (dat^ to AD 
113/114,^ 363 and AD 551J. 
In additiOD to tiirir bang a 
grave of cme hazard 

of Itie in this part of the worid. 


snch tfisooveries ate imp ortant 
for arcfaaeok^sti, be- 
cause earthquakes affect lar^ 
areas and co mparin g the col^ 
lal remains frm (ksttuctions 
at one rite can help in dating 
similar destnictions at other 
rites of amilar coltoial Instoty. 

The second display in tiiu 
qiedal show case is 
w Nabataean trade, oonsi- 
dered by some historiaiis as the 
most imp or ta nt fector in boto 
tiie rise and fall of the Naba- 
taean Idngdom. There is qie- 
dal enqrimsis on tiie inoense 
route, of winch the Nabataeans 
controlled toe crndal section 
between toe producers in 
southern Arabia and the con- 
sumers in the Classical 
ctppiies. 

The tiiird toqiiay co nc e rn s 
Petra in the MididUe Ages, 
wtndi were truly dark in this 
case. There is a descri p tion of 
the excavations at the Crusad- 
er Castle of A1 Wu'eirab, and 
the text of the section frra a 
manuscript of A1 Nnwein oon- 
oerning the ti^ of Sultan 
Ba3»x3 from Cano to Kat^ 
'with detadled descriptions' of 
FCtre in AD 1276. 

The rest of tiie second haD n 
dedicated to selected 


archaeological excavations in 
the area, starting with the 
Neolithic village ctf Beidha — 
to the no i t h w es t of Petra — 
excavated under the direction 
of Kfrs. Diana Kirltinide fr^ 
tiie British School of Archaeol- 
ogy in Jerusalem. These ex- 
cavations produced important 
data oonce m ing tiafly dnr- 
ing the period of human settle- 
ment in a village oommimiiy 
for toe first time ever. 

The second (fiqilay is dedi- 
caied to the Tavdlan excava- 
tions, (firected by the late Crys- 
tal Beonett of tile British Inro- 
tote at Amman for Artoaeok>- 
p and History. The rite is an 
Iron Age settlement in the hills 
to toe north of Petra, over- 
looking Wadi Musa. This un- 
fortified village managed to 
survive toe nubulenc ei^tfa to 
fifth centuries BC. The affin- 
ence and wide-ranging contacts 
of the inhaUtants are best illus- 
trated by the board of jewel- 
lery ((fispl^ycri in the jewellery 
show case) and the first 
cu ne i fo im tablet to be disco- 
vered in Jordatu 

The third display copoerns 
the excavations of Az Zantor 
in the dty ce n tr e , directed by 


Rolf A. Stucky of the Universi- 
ty of Basle. These excavations 
deal with the little known 
aspect of domestic life in Petra. 
A Nabataean house from the 
fifst/eaiiy second century AD 
and two houses from the fourth 
century AD are toe main fbd 
of these excavations. Unfortn- 
nately, at the time of the set- 
ting ^ of the museum, most of 
the Bj)ds from these exeava- 
tioos were on loan to the Naba- 
taean exhibition In Switzer- 
land. These objects will be 
incorporated in the display as 
soon as poasible. 

The fowlh display deals with 
the Zurrabah excavations, 
directed by Fawzi Zayadine 
and of toe Department of 
Antiquities and toe writer of 
tiiis re p or t. The rite, which lies 
in the nonbern outskirts of 
Petra, was a major pottery 
manufacturing centre from the 
first cmitury BC/AD up to the 
sixto centii^ AD, maldog it 
the longest operating, and in- 
ddentally the largest, purely 
indnstrial area known in 
Jordan. . 

The fifth dirolay exhibits 
finds from the Temple of the 
'^nged Uons excavations, 
direoed by Philip Hammond 


of the University of Utah. Ex- 
amples of the lavish decora- 
tions of the temple prop e r are 
displayed, as well as finto fr^ 
the adjoining habitation quar- 
ters and workshops. 

The sixth di^lay deals with 
finds from the excavations 
dtreeted by Dr. Zayadine at 
the temple of Qasr A1 Bint, 
Petra's most famous free- 
standing monument in toe 
heart of toe city. 

The seventh and last display 
is dedicated to the Petra 
Church, the disecn^ry (tf which 
was reported by toe late Ken- 
neth w. Rnssell in 1990. The 
field excavations were 
codirected bw Dr. Zbigniew T. 
Fiema and Robert Schick of 
ACOR and the writer of dih 
report. This chnreh, boih in 
the late fifth centc^ and do- 
tioyed in the mid*cfacto century 
AD, has the only mosaics onc- 
oveied in Petra up till now. 

The third hall 

The second and third hails 
are connectiMf by a «»n»!l dis- 
play of jewellery and cosmetic 
Items, mdoding the outstand- 
ing fifth century BC nkl and 
canielian hoard from Tkwilan. 
This is followed by a show case 
containing a large storage jar 
from toe Petra Cbmeh, wbich 
opens up onto the entrance to 
the building. 

In the third ball, groups of 
selected small finds are dis- 
played. In the centre, fedng 
the encraoee, there is an 
shaped display of sflver and 
bronre ooins from Petra, which 
leads the visitor back to the 
first display to the right of toe 
entrance. This first display 
contains ceramic lamps ranging 
in date from the Iron Age up to 
the early Islamic perioa, stow^ 
ing the development in the 
forms of these items of daily 
use. The lamps on display in- 
clude one Nabataean jamp 
with an inscription at the base. 

The corner between the first 
and second displays is occupied 
by another riiow case opening 
onto the outride. Tito case 
contains a smaller storage jar 
from the Petra Church, wtuJe 
the second diqilay is dedicated 
to figurines, wito examples of 
beantiftil cast bronzeoDjects. 
Next to these is a selection of 
terracotta human and ariunal 
representations, and imali 
stone and bone scnlptures. 

The dirolay opposite the en- 
trance to the ihira hall contains 
examples of ceramic bowls and 
plates, .incluifing the frunons 
Nabataean painM bonis. The 
painted objects range in date 
from the early first century AD 
up to and indnding a very rare 
example of a s^ eenony 
painted bowl from Zarrabab. 

The corner between the last 
two display cases is occuded 


Turkish farmers await 
promised water 


key's land area but generates 
only four per cent of Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP). 


by a small case containuig four 
closed cooking pots, dtofreing 
the most common form. Tbe 
last display, of ceramic ««p»ii 
jars, bottlre and jugiets, also 
contains examples of p«^fn^ 
Nabataean pottery. 

The writer works at tbe Re- 
searah Division of tbe Depart’ 
meat of Antiquities. 


In the process, GAP will 
change traditional wa» of 
life on tbe Harran Plain, 
legendary home of Adam and 
Eve, first in line for water 
from the giant Ataturk Dam 
across the Euphrates. 

"(GAP) signals a complete 
change in the people’s rela- 
tions with tbe land and with 
each other," said Yakin 
Erturk, a sociologist at Ank- 
ara's Middle Eastern Teeh- 
nical University. 

"But technical develop- 
ments lead to problems for 
the conununiiy, espraaJly in 
an area of lunnoil," she 
added. 

Land reform auiborities 
have begun the struggle to 
initiate peasants into tbe 
'complexities of irrigated 
farming. 

"Many do not come, they 
stay and work their land, and 
many just believe that more 
water means more crops and 
do not take in what I leach," 
said Omer Cedn, teacher of 
Mr. Karaliman's group. 

He is grapplii^ wife lan- 
guage barriers m an area 
where educational standards 


By Suns Erdem arc ]ow and many peasant* I 
Reuter Kurdish, Arabic of | 

„ ^ ^ Svriac more readily Jian Tur- 

SANLIURFA. Turkey — kjsh. 

Gold-toothed Halil Karali- Harran farmers are locked 
man sat at a desk in white in a nea^feudal system in 
Arab robes, gazing at a slide which tribal chieft' or big 
Show on how to irrigate his landowners known as ana 
land in southeast Turkey. own \iilages. take most oi the 
"We'il have three crops a hanesi und control voting at 
year and make lots of election time, 
money," he enthused in Ara- Ms. Erturk said a med- 
Uc. as another farmer trans- ernised Aaa system, might 
lated :nto Turkish. suit the demand's of irngated 

Mr. Karaliman, 62, hopes farming, which needs invcsi- 
his life will be transformed ment in machinery and ferti- 
when irrigation water begins lisers beyond the reach of 
to flow to his arid land as a small farmers wuh big faiRi- 
result of Turkey's efforts to lies. 

harness the Ti^ and Eup- Harran villagers still wear 
hrates rivers. traditional baggv trousers 

“It IS one of toe world's and live in conical mud huts 
biggest regional development that dot the plain, but many 
schemes,' said Olcav Cnver, have television sets and some 
president of toe ^utheast even boast satellite dishes 
Anatolia Project (G.4P), in- Mr. Unver said they must 
tended to enrich 10 million embrace new .igricultiire-re- 
Arabs, 'Turks and Kurds in an lated industries such as tev 
intpovenshed region tom by tiles, canning 'and fertilisers, 
a Kurdish insurgency. He said irrigation and crop 

Turkey hopes that GAP, rotation could quadruple 
eovenng an area of 75.000 grain harvests and allow the 
square km or more than twice introduction of soya beans, 
toe size of Belgium, will help maize and other seed crops, 

to soothe the decade-old re- Fish will be fanned m the 

volt led by the ^Kurdistan reservoir behind the .Ataturk 
Workers Party (PKK), which Dam and economic growth 
has cost more than 11,(XX} will attract more people to 

lives. the region and stimulate a 

'Turku's tightening grip on boom in construction. Mr. 
regtonai water alarms its Unver predicted, 
downstream neighbours Syria GAP eats up a third of 
and Iraq, but imenniitem Turkey's defit 
talks have failed to resolve budget and fuels inhation. 
differences. now at an annual 73 per cent, 

GAP, which employs Tur- but many of the project's 
kish engineering and con- touted benefits still lie in the 
struetion firms, aims to create future. 

which cover, . KJth of Jur- in But 

gS 2 tiispufo has stalled work on 
hfi! the twin Sanliuria tunnels, 

la gS will longest at 26 km 

DMi ol wilfdeliver water 

Harian frwn toe dam to the Harran 

AtawA^iS feasing toe first water is now 
° May. %ut GAP experts pri- 

Ss a crimpletc 
iwini*’c ^la. ^ met. 

SflSPanH Sth pcoplc, such as toe 

said y 2 n relocated to 

»Iogis? at Ank- S * towwhip of 

^-Tcch. SSSdIJtei: 

^TOtUlj m agncultural ride of GAP is 
unnoU, she sufficiently -de. 

n auiborities Ms.^Errarfe said. 

I* tn People are becoming unem- 

m,TnS''.h? 

of irrignied ® 

Some local people have 
Dt come, they grown sc»tical that CAP 
heir land, and vdll eN’er deliver its promise 
;ve that more of transforming their depress- 

ore crops and ed economy. 

K'hat I leach," "Many people here are too 

in, teacher of poor, uneducated and lazy 
's group. for toe region to develop 
lii^ wito Ian- ^self much,” said Muslim 
to an area Karabag, 27.. who drives a 
loal standards minibus in Sinliurfa town. 


Jailed Noriega spends days 
■ Studying appeal, lawyers 


By Jane Sutton 
Remer 

MIAMI — Since Ito cocaine 
trafficiriiw conviction in 1992, 
fo rm er Anamanian strong- 
man Manuel Antonio 
Noriega has been widely por- 
trayed as a solitary prisoner 
who devotes his dt^ t oato - 
itnal jnr rs ui ts and muncfahig 
biscoits. 

“Today, his fevourite pos- 
sessions are his daily package 
of Oreo cookies and a waH- 
wom Bible," newswoman 
Diane Sawyer noted during a 
tare interview he granred to 
ABC television. 

But fais lawyers, who re- 
centlyrfiM an qipeal to over- 
tom the conviction, paiot a 

different pactoie. Tli^ told 
Renters Mr. Noriega spends 
most of bis time poziiu over 
bis trial transact ano help- 
ing prepare his tqipeal. 

“He’s read every chapter, 
verse and word of the trao^ 
cript,” attorney Frank Rubi- 
no said. "I think he’s vety 
eptimistie about tbe aj^teaf. 
He’s not one of these rays 
who la3^ down and dies, 
ever.” ' « ... 

Asd, said hfr. RnNsOt ^ 
'the mito be known, I eat 
most of his Oieos." 

Mr. Noriega surrendered 
% U.S. troops during the 
December military inva- 
sion of Panama. He was con- 
victed on ei ght oQiiDts of con- 
spiracy and cocaiM ract 
eteering and is servirm a 4th 
year term at a federaTpiison 
near bCami. 

The lawyers said • Mr. 
Noriega, is well treated 
although held in isolation m 
what been nicknamed 
“the ^ctatoris Suite.** He 
still blamac President Geozra 
Bnsh, who authorised the 


Panama invasion, for bis pre- 
dicament, they said. 

Mr. Noriega, 56, receives 
occasional visits from bis wife 
Felicfdad, who lives in 
hfiaini. One of his three 
daughters is practicing law in 
Venezuela, another is in 
school in the Donunican Re- 
public and the third divides 
her time between Miami and 
Venezuela. 

Mr. Noriega also keeps in 
touch with Branson, toe 
Texas Evangelist who bap- 
tised him at the \Cami feder- 
al courthonse^fering a break 
in Mr. Node’s lengthy 
tri^. For tbe 'ceremony, a 
baptismal foot made of glass 
fitxr and oak was bro^t 
u)to‘ the cbmthouse so toe 
gmieral conld be felly im- 
mersed. 

Mr. Noriega’s lawyers said 
bis new faith in <3da is sin- 
cere. 

“Peofde make fun of jail- 
house r^^on conveirions. 
Bnt the reali^ is, when 
you're with loss of con- 
tact wito your fenuiy and the 
loss of eveiythixig that you’ve 
worked for all your hfe, it 
makes sense- tiiat toe only 
thing people can torn to is a 
spiritual dimensiOD,’’ said 
a^mey Jon Mav. 

Ito. Nnte'k appeal ms filed 
with the Federal Appeals 
Clourt in Atlanta in Match 
and nu^ public last week 
after a Central IhteUigence 
AgezK^ (CIA) review be- 
cause of his yean cm the U.S. 
intelligence payiolL 

Court arguments are ex- 
pected in toe autumn. The 
bearing will be dosed be- 
cause It win indude discus- 
Bon of secret documents 
seized from Mr. Noriega’s 
home during the invaaon. 

The appeal aignes chat by 


excluding the documents 
from his trial, U.S. distiict 
judge WMam Hoeveler ore- 
duoed him from defenoing 
himself. His lawyw said toe 
documents show that Mr. 
Noriega amassed mfllions of 
dollars through secret U.S.- 
Panamanian operations in- 
cluding anti-drug operations 
U.S. officials bdp^ orga- 
nise. 

The U.S. government 
claimed tbe money was friom 
illegal drug profits. 

Paraphrasing his client, 
Mr. Rubmo said, “the bot- 
tom line was, yes, 1 want to 
testify but... u Z can't 
about how I made money, 1 
can’t talk about my incoine. . . 
what do I about, the 
weather?" 

Unsveraty of Miami law» 
expert Bruce >K^ck said that'* 
if the secret documents are 
ambiguous, toe goventmenf s 
need for secret is likely to 
prevail on ^^9^. “Cte toe 
whole, the appellate courts 
try not to reverse, especially 
when toere’s been a long trial 
like tins, with a very cari^ 
district judge," Mr. 
said. 

Mr. Noriega’s appeal also 
seeks to overtum toe conric- 
tion on grounds that he was 
entitied to diplomatic im- 
muniqr and bereuse tbe inva- 
aon was a "toocldng” action 
to nab a snqiect. 

Judge Hoeveler ruled the 
invadw was part of a broad 
foreign poliCT to protect U.S. 
dtizens in ranama. 

Since his conviction in 
bfiaum, Mr. Noriega has been 
convicted twice in absentia in 
murder trials in Panama. One 
involved the death of an out- 
spoken Noriega critic, tbe 
other toe deato of a rebel 
army officer who lei a f^ed 
coup attempt. 






U.S. central bank 
raises rates again 


Washington (R) — The 

Federal Reserve (Fed) has 
built some new barriers to in- 
flationary pressures it believes 
are certain to intensify as the 
vibrant U.S. economy expands 
in the year ahead. 

The fed Monday sanctioned 
a V-t per cent increase in the 
closely-watched federal hinds 
rate that banks charge eadi 
other for overnight loans to 
3.75 per cent. 

In the process, according to 
analysts, the U.S. central bank 
made it clear again that it 
would pursue its own agenda 
even if it differed from the 
view from the White House. 

“I think the Fed again de- 
monstrated its independence." 
said Michael Moran of Daiwa 
Securities. 

The White House, which 
fears that if the Fed becomes 
too heavy-handed it will derail 
the recovery, rehised. howev- 
er. to be drawn into a public 
argument with the central 
bank. 

White House spokeswoman 
Dee Dee Myers said the admi- 
nistration believes the U.S. 
economy will continue to ex- 
pand mth modest inflation and 
that the Fed action was 
spawned by the stiXMig recov- 
ery. 

‘*Our view hasn't changed. 
We continue to see continued 
growth with very low inflation 
and will continue to operate on 
chat assumption." Ms. Myers 
said. 

However, she declined to be 
more precise, adding that the 
“Fed is an independent agency 
and we’re not going to com- 
ment on their specific actions." 

The Fed’s independence has 
become an issue in recent 
months as pressure has been 
building on Capitol Hill for the 
central bank to be less secre- 
tive in its actions. 


Japan- Arab 
Gulf trade 
falls sharply 


West urges E, Europe to keep pace of reform 


In fact, the Fed appeared to 
take this criticism to heart, 
again announcing its decision 
to raise rates rather than wait- 
ing to take actions in the mar- 
kets to make its position 
known. 

Analysts generally expect 
the central bank to raise short- 
term interest rates at least one 
more time this year. That in- 
crease could come as soon as 
May 17. at the next meeting of 
the Fed's policy market com- 
mittee. 

The Fed move is likely- to 
lead to higher mortgage rates 
for home buyers-and increased 
borrowing costs for credit card 
users, car buyers and corpora- 
tions. It came on the heels of a 
string of economic indicators 
showing that growth remains 
strong. 

That has sparked some wor- 
ry at the Fed that the economy 
will soon begin straining 
against its capacity constraints, 
tempting compaines to raise 
prices and workers to demand 
higher wages. 

The economy soared at a 
seven per cent annual clip in 
the fourth quarter of last year 
— its best performance in 10 
years, although growth has 
cooled off some since. The 
slowdown has not been as pro- 
nounced as had been widely 
expected, fonning fears at the 
Fed of future inflation. 

As the White House is quick, 
to point out. inflation so far 
does not appear to be a prob- 
lem. Consumer prices rose just 
2.5 per cent in the first quarter, 
compared with a 2.7 per cent 
increase in the last year. 

But the Fed is looking ahead 
to next year and does not want 
to run 'the risk of throwing 
away the hard-fought gains it's 
made in recent years in fighting 
inflation by keeping interest 
rates too low now. 


DUBAI (R) — Japan's trade 
with the six Arab Gulf oil 
states fell sh^ly in 1993 due 
to a foil in oilprices and a rise 
.in the yen, official figures have 
showed. Figures released by 
the Japan External Trade 
Organisation (JETRO) 
showed Japan's exports to 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 

-Kuwait, Qatar, Oman and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
fell by 8.4 per cent to S8.8 
billion from S9.6 billion in 
1992. “A sharp increase in 
price caused by the appreda- 
‘tion of the yen affected the 
demand for Japanese goods." 
the report said. Japanese im- 
ports — munly oil — from the 
six states, fell by 7.9 per cent to 
$23.6 biUion from $25.6 bil- 
lion.' 


ST. PETERSBURG (R) — 
Western finance ministers are 
urging eastern Europe to keep 
up a fesi pace of raorm. 

Speaker after speaker at the 
annual meeting of the Euro- 
pean Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (EBRD) 
argued that tiiose countries 
which had moved fast were 
already seeing the results, 
while those wl&h had delayed 
would suffer anyway. 

The Western ministers 
aigued that the EBRD, set up 
to help eastern Europe on the 
transition from central plan- 
ning to free markets, could 
suTOeed only if polides in the 
reforming countries were right. 

But many acknowledged 
that the West could do more 
than offer exhortations, advice 


‘'Those countries that chose 
a oomprehenave and radical 
approach to reform are now 
ei n e r g ng from the first diffi- 
cult period ei transitiem," said 


Petersburg from Warsaw 
where- be could obsenre the 
.recovery for himself, said Po- 
land aiMi the Czech Republic 
looked set to be the fastest 


Anne Wibble, ouumng chair- mowing major economies in 
woman of tite ^RD gov- Europe this year, 
ernors. . ■ ' ' Tlie mess^e of the benefit 

“Ej^iience has shown tiiat . of radical reform has taken on 
a crit^ mass of structural kdded urgency because of a 
reform implemented with - growing number of voices in 
sp^ is the best way of prom- . • eastern Europe raised against 


ary Lawrence Summers, said 
there was no altcrnabw to 
netting on rapidly with the 

hard work of stabnisation, 
liberalisation and privatisation. 

TTiat redpe of fitting infla- 
tion, freeing prices Md trade 
and selling off state fin« was 
exactly wiat Czech Finanw 
Minister Ivan Kocarnik 
ascribed his countiy’s success 


and cash, by opening up its 
markets to die Droducts of 


markets to die products of 
eastern Europe's new private 
industries. 


oting transformation," said 
Mr. Wilkie, who is also Swed- 
ish finance minister. 

Ms. ^bble noted that out- 
put was piddng up in the 
Czech -Republic, Hunga^, 
Slovenia, Estonia and Latvia, 
and even, from a difficult start- 
ing point. Albania. 

Poland was likely to enjoy its 
second year of growth of four 
per cent or more tins year, she 
added. 

Britain's Chancellor Ken- 
neth Clajke, who arrived in St. 


free-market polides. 

Reformed communists, in 
power in Poland and likely to 
be so soon in Hungary, teve 
inristed they are as committed 
to R^rm as the first post- 
revolutionary governments. 

But populists from Slovakia 
to -Russia have called for a 
gradual approach to easc_ the 
pain of hi^er prices and firing 
unemployrnem which come 
from liberalisation and restruc- 
turing. 

U.S. Treasury Undeisecret- 


*Hc was speaking for the 
country many see as the model, 
pupil of reform. _ 

But Mr. ^mmers, himself a 
top economist, dismissed tro 
idea that reforms had brought 

suffering. . , 

“It is a grave error to Diame 
reform for the pain caused by 
the collapse of the failed com- 
munist economic system. 
Where refrirm has been most’ 
rapid, suffering has been least, 
and tiiose economies that have 
postponed reform have not 


avoided declining ompiit jM 
rising unemployment,^^ 
said. . . .J. 

Many speakeis. prais^:t^ 
Russiaiis for bold 
.ti'ous reforms, espedally^^ 
vatisation, but otbeis iggijsg 
out countries -of 
Soriet Union' for 
change. 

“In a number of supDoSor 
states to the former; -^$VKt 
Union there was littfe evi&i 9 
of willingness to emhim ^ 
forms," German I^a'iic^ 
Minister Tbeo Waigri^ imL-T 

hfinister fixm East a^^est 

said reforming coilntfie^s 
should not forget tonlief: up 
targeted social safew 
protect those ' niffennj^^^ 
reform as general rimdiK 
were removed. ^ ' 

But the riidal costs of not 
reforming, for instance 
tion and st^nation, woulSiM 
be high, Ms. Wib^ inrad. 


Deutsche Bank defensive 
over Schneider collapse 


Turkish businessmen 

criticise Ciiler tax package 


FRANKFURT (R) — Deuts- 
che Bank A.G. Tuesday re- 
mained on the defensive over 
its role in the collapse of the 
Schneider property empire, 
saying it made no significant 
errors in punting loans to fugi- 
tive businessman Juergen 
Schneider. 

The country's biggest bank 
and Mr. Schneider's biggest 
creditor was accused of “gross 
ne^gence" as it continu^ to 
be the target of a barrage of 
criticism over how Mr. 
Schneider could amass bank 
debts of five billion marks 
($2.92 billion). 

In an interview with the 
Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung, Deutsdie Bank bo^ 
member George Krupp con- 
ceded the bank would review 


its procedures for making lai;^ 
loans. 

But he added, “we have no 
knowledge of grave mistakes at 
the bank." 


EBRD lauded for reform, advised on future 


ST. PETERSBURG (R) — 
The once beleaguered Euro- 
pean Bank for Reconstruction 
and Devdopmoit (EBRD) 


come “just anodier develop- 
ment bank.” 

But — as is becoming tradi- 
tional by EBRD annual meet- 


Monday received a vote g^o^ “ many of the countries 


oonfidenoe from its shaidhwif- 
deis on the first day of its 
armnal meeting. 

Governors from the member 
states imanimouriy praised re- 
forms put in place 1^ year by 
the London-based institution's 
new president, Jacques de 
Larosiere, who one Western 
governor said had "rein- 
vented” the EBRD. 

The remark, from U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Lawrence 
Summers, was typical and a 
marked contrast to last year's 
meeting in London where then 
president Jacques At^i faced 
allegations or profligacy and 
mismanagement. 

“We are very pleased about 
events over the last year,” Mr. 
Summers told a news confer- 
ence. The U.S. administration 
remained oonvinced that the 
EBRD must be commited to 
the private sector and not be- 


'tiie bank operate in seized the 
chance tO ask for more and 
better help. 

Poland’s central bank chief 
Hanna Gronkiemez-Wahz, for 
example, called on the bank to 
produce better-tailored pro- 
ducts for different member 
countries. 

In his own speech, Mr. De 
Larosiere promised to move 
closer to the people who need 
EBRD help and concentrate’ 
on private firms. 

Crovemors later discussed 
the bank's future path at a 
closed meeting. The annual 
meeting ends Wednesday. 

“It was a very good man- 
ifestation of endorsement of 
the priorities that have been 
worked out by the president," 
outgoing chairman of the 
boi^ of governors, Sweden’s 
Finance KfinisKr Anne Wib- 
ble, said. 


The EBRD was set up to 
channel financial help to the 
countries of eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet Union. 
It aims particulariy to aid the 
private sector, using its own 
small projects as catal^ts to 
trigger investment from other 
sources. 

Mr. De Larosiere said future 
activity aimed to improve tte 
effectiveness of EBRD opera- 
tions. This could indu^ a 
more active approach towards 
equity investment, taking 
direct stakes in firms and pro- 
jects in the countries where it 
operates. 

This idea has the backing 
from many of the institution’s 
governors — finance ministers 
and central bank he^. 

Mr. Summers agreed that 
bank should be ready to take 
more stakes in firms in the 
region. “Now... it is time to 
thmk how the bank can further 
contribute... to extend its 
reach and strengthen its capiao- 
ity," be said. 

When the bank was set up. 


“The bank now has every 
oppoitn^ to become one m 
the lending finaodal and lend- 
ing institutions for eastern 
Europe,” Ukrainian 'Finance 
Minister Hrihory Pyatachenko 
said. 

Mr. Wibble said the bank 
had emerged from last year's 
crisis in stronger shape. 


Ms. Wibble. who isexpected 
to be replaced after her one- 
yoATjsrm by Spanirii Economy 
.Minister Pedro Solbes, said the 
bank should soon be able to 
step up operations after a year 
of consolidation. 

“The bank's profitability is 
not our target as such," she 
said, “tile dividends will 
be a flourishing financial sector 
in the countries themselves." 


China unveils plan for nationwide data networks 


BEUINO (R) — Chma's Tele- 
coms Minister has unveiled 
l^ans to build two nationwide 
efigit^ mfbnnation networks to 
hasten economic ooostxnction. 

But ^sts and Telecom- 
munications Minister Wu 
Jidinan gave no indication that 
Beijing would lift its ban on 


fore^ investment in China's 
rapidly growing conununica- 


tions qrstem. 

Nor he indicate whether 
China planned to ease recently 
enacted curbs on who should 
be allowed to use its fied^i^ 


“infrnmation snpexfai^iway” 
and what Aey may use it for. 

Mr. Wu nevmtbriess said 
that infonnation exchange was 
as important to devdr^nient 
as the rule of law as China tries 
to leapfrog its wiqr out of tedi- 
nological baclnraidness. 

‘The establishment of a 
socialist .market econt^ de- 
pends first on tile building of a 
complete legal system, and 
second on a weU-infrmned eco- 
nomic infonnation network,” 
he wrote in tiie Commimist 


FkrQr flagship PMfrie's Daily. 

China m fact is building two 
parallel systems, Mr. Wh said, 
an infonnation resources net- 
work and an infonnation tele- 
commmrications network. 


tions networics.* 
no details. 


Mr. Wu gave 


Mr. Wu said the first would 
network databases of various 
types of information and date 
af^licatiofi systems for end- 
users. Ihe second, he said, 
would be an “on-line operation 
of udbrmation resonices and 
application systems via state- 
■owned public telecommnidca-- 


Chma completed the found- 
ation oi its first nationwide 
on^ne system when die Qu- 
napac network went into com- 
mercial operation in Mardi. 

Chinapac has more than 
TOfiOO user nodes in 267 cities 
in all provinces — indodiiig 
remote 'Tibet, Qhighai and 
JQnjiang — all li«l^ di^tally 
fiy fibre^optic cables or satel- 
lites. The network tranmits 
•date at 64,000 Irits per second. 
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tile 415 million marks ($242.6' 
million) Deutsche Bank lent to 


ANKARA (R) -- Turkish 
burinessmen fear Prime Minis- 


Mr. Sdmeider for the Zeil-; j' ter Tansu Ciller's plans to im- 
GaJerie, an up-market shop:.:'| pose one-off taxes as part of an 


Deutsche Bank has been 
criticised on the one hand by 
Frankfurt state proseratois for 
holding back information relat- 
ing to tile demise of the billion- 
mark property group, a daim 
the bank vehemently denies. 

In addition, the bank has 
been lambasted for being d^, 
oeived by Mr. Sdmeider about 
the value of the properties for 
which he sought credits. 

One of the most biting critic^ 
isms came in a commentary in 
the Tuesday edition of the re- 
flected Su^eutsche Zeitung. 

The newspaper focussed on 


I»ng centre in the Frankfiiit 
dty. 

Deutsche Bank has said the 
documents premded by Mr. 
Schneider showed the centre 
would offer 20.000 square 
metres of space for rental pur- 
pc^ and was expected to 
bring in rent of 57 million 
marte ($33.32 miUion) a year. 


In fact the rentable space 
was only 9,000 square metres* 
and the rent only eight million ! 
marks (S4.68 million) a year. 


austerity packa^ could trigger 
-a full-scale recesrion. 

They voiced concern that 
her proposals to rmse 70 tril- 
lion lira ($2.1 billion) in new 
taxes o>uld send some firms to 
the wall, accelerate capital 
flight and depress stocks and 
tends. 

Ms. Gller wants to slap one- 
off taxes on second homes and 
luxury cars, and increase petrol 
tax and stamp duties, but 
businessmen reserve their 
main criticism for her plan for 


; a tax on assets, expteted to 
The SueddentsdK Zeitung . bring in 41 per cent of the new 
Ided. “anyone who maintains ! revenue. 

I was unable to see throueir . “Net asset taxes may prompt 


added, “anyone who maintains 
he was unable to see through- 
such a decep^e manoeuvre is 
at least admitting gross ne^i- 
gence." 


savings to flow into non- 
texable areas and foreign coun- 
tries. They may lo^ the eoo- 


many economists had ques- 
tioned the need for yet another 
institution channelling funds 
from rich countries to poorer 
ones, but ministers at the 
medteg wetciMned the bankV 
role in assbtii^ 'lending and 
economic reform. 


Algeria faces shortage of 

-.Til i 


TUNIS (R)-— Dc^ite the 
prospect of bUIions of dollars 
saved tbrou^ debt reschedul- 
ing, Algeria will still be riiort 
of some SS.O billion to pay for 
vital impo^ tiiis year, the offi- 
cial Algerian news agency APS 
said Monday. 

Algeria's central bank said 
Sunday that the North African 
country bad applied formally 
to the Paris Qnb of creditors to 
reschedule its medium and* 
long-term debt. 

But APS, received in Ttinis, 
said .revenue from . crude.oil. 
and gas sales plus the savings 
on tebt service repayments 
would still leave Alg^a ^ 
short of its Import target for 
1994. 

APS said rescheduling 
meant that Algeria would pay 
$S.S billion debt servicing this 
year instead of S9.S billion on 
'total medium and long-term 
debt. APS put die total debt 
eli^ble for rescheduling at $14. 
bfluon. 

Recei^ from the sale of 
crude oil and gas — which 
provide Algeria with more 
than 95 per cent of its foreign 



FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY APRIL 20, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, AsbokSger, Carroll FSghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENUES: Be 
more agreeable today wtih ' 
associates as the Sun enters 
Taunis. Rise above some diffi- 
diities aspects and make this a 
productive day in aate of the 
obstacles. Ridyoursdfofditiiar- 
mony. 


ARIES: (March 2i to April 19) 
Study yMr monetary portion . 
and figure out a way to nnprove* 
iL Don’t waste time on unimpor^ 
tant matters which oooid until 
bier. Be «nse. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
State your aims to others and 


State your aims to others and 
gain their cooperation in 
readirng them. *Think of new 
ways to be more proRdent at 
your assignments. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Plan the future more intelligently 
and become more satisfied. 
Know exactly vriiere you stand 
and where you are beaded with 
aiy projects you are involved 
with. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) A plan you have in mind 
ne^ more study before going 
ahead vntb it. Sb^ iiK>re conrio- 
eration lor others that yon en- 
counter. 


than can be advantageous for 
you if you are alert. Si&aep one 
who could be detrimental to your 
. progress. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) A ^»od time to go after a 
personal arm since the planets 
are favourable for you now. Plan 
to make improvements to your 
environment for the future. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You can come to 
a far better understanding wiA 
associates at this time. Take 
advantage of a new situation at 
work trtildi win be more prodtiO' 
tive. 


.SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Make sure a 
new |idaa you have in mind is weii 
organised so that you can enjoy 
the benefits in die future for you 
and your family. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 lo 
January 20) Bring your finest 
Calenis to the attention of hidier- 
ups and gam added benefits. Do' 
some entertaining toni^t and 
you will have fun. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Contact higher-ups you know 
earfr in the day and ^t the 
backing you need. One in par- 
ticular can be of real help to you 
now if asired. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) ft‘iuaUons arise today 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Find more interests 
through whicfa to express your 
best talents. But don't take any 
risks with your fine reputation 
which could get tarnished. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
^ Use rauaica] methods in 
handiing important business mat- 
ten for best results. Evening is 
fine for the cultural ade of life 
. for you. 


nomy." Selatni Sengul. A tax 
expert and auditor of the 
Capital Markets Board, told 
Reuters. 

Ms. Ciller's conservative- 
Sodal Democrat coalition gov- 
ernment submitted a draft tax 
law to parliament last week as 
part of an economic rescue 
package unveiled on April 5. 

Companies would pay an 
additional 1.5 per cent tax on 
their net assets or 0.5 per cent 
on gross revenues. 

“Such a tax can bring trade 
and industrial firms to the 
point of dosing down.” Tur- 
kish Industrialists and 
Businessmen's Association 
(Tusiad). the main business 
lobby, said this week. 

Tiraad advised the govern- 
ment not to tax assets, but to 
tax ^oss revenues in the finan- 
dal sector and equities in 
others. 

Apart from raising revenue, 
the government also sees tiie 
new taxes as a way to iteistri- 
buie the overall tax burden 
lowering the share of wage 


employmerit and slower econo- 
mic activity.' 

“FinanctaT institiitioili .wiH 
dissolve tbdr portfolios toray 
jiet asset tax obligations, 'nils 
will create ayun on securities." 
-he said. 

A five pN* cent capital levy 
on eainir^ from gorarnment 
bonds, treSNiry bnls and re-^ 
purdiase a^eements, imposed' 
in Decern^, had destio^; 
the domestic borrowing mar- 
ket the treasury's mani! 
soiuce for ftiandiig widening! 
butet gap^ 

. Ine giwnment cancelled 
the levy m;J^uary amid chaos' 
in the finandal markets, bdt. 
banks have siiice reftised to roll- 
over tile debt and buy new! 
state borrowing instnunents.-> . 

Last year the government- 
drafted three laws to tnerease 


al product in 1993, but pariia^ 
meat approved only one q£ 
them. _ * ; 

It will apply to 1994 earo-* 
ings, boosting the tax take irn 


^ // f. 

rebemie “ arC'-tesfiiiiated. aL 
$8,0 biUion, APS smd. 

This would leave Algeria 
with only $3.0 bilKon to pay for 
its imports, ft added. 

The bill for purchasing food 
and the minimum raw mate- 
rials to keep Algeria's factories 
running is an estimated S8.() 
billion, APS said. 

Algeria would seek to cover 
the shortfall 1^ applying to 
international institutions like 
the W<uld ^nk. tiie Arab 
Monetary Ftind or its financial 
.partners _for. “.financial re-, 
sources to cover its need for 
external financing," APS said. 

It broke down Algeria’s tot- 
al foreign debt at $24 biUion in 
medium and long-term, debts 
and S2 bilUon in sboit-term 
debts. 

It said die rescheduling re- 
duce Algeria's debt servicing 
by nearly $4.0 bilHon in 1994 
from $7.7 bUIion in 1993. 

APS hinted that Algeria 
migh seek resdieduling Of an 
additional SS.O trillion through 
tile Paris Qub in the future. 

Algeria also wants to resche- 
dule its oommerdal debt 


eaiToeiB by- five, points fotiv 4 |>199S. ' . - . 

p«r;oenr~“'’"'^”", ■' Othc^TSafts dTMsT CSUcr'^s; 

^r. Seingiil said !*«»cuepl^can forgot 


would force banks to reduce 
thdr investments in stocks and 
bonds. They would also lead to 
higher interest rates, more un- 


tisation or closure of loss-- 
makhig state firms, seUiiqi pub-! 
lie property and slashing p&lic; 
spending. ' ) 



Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each aquare, io form 
four ordnary words. 


NAGLD 


PIRRO 



□ 

□□ 

I 

□ 


UNGOAT 


BRUNAU 



Now anangs the dreled Mlare to 

form the suipriw answer, as tug- 
gasted by ihe above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yeelenley^ 


(Anewer a toroonew) 

JumUes: SHYLY VISOR >raSTRY QHETTO 

Anawen What the romantic snake offered the cute 
serpent — LOVE AND HISSES 


THE Daily Crossword i. 


Prances Burton 


ACROSS 
1 John, for om 
5 Bmt of thunder 
9 

13 Diracior Kean 

14 m, In the 
C outfii wt 

15 raver hi hwice 
leMndof 

retaSon a Wp? 

18 OU Greek 
niancel^sce 

19 AuMin's statt: 

eUr. 

aOModgnless 
ai Shrink away hi 


IflHaaan 


aaaa 


ZaAstrti^am. 
25 Began to be 


aaaaaa 


aaaaa 


aaaal 


89 Against 
POODnsumar 
81 Gees may 
82Tskafi«a 
63 WItheiii water 


DOWN 
iGbigneh 
JUyphw 
3 FfetsSoue ghi 


teThraefoid 
|9»nkWe 
31 nsyedfor 
mom 

SSHen-spUca 
3 rihe— Stale 
38FiSow 
^R«6gieaDf 
Japan 
41 


nriMHi] nn'r:i 
nnnn nnnnr] rinnii 
Mnnnnnnnnn nn ]n 
nnnnnnnn nnnfjnn 


flnnl 


nonn 


Bugs Bunny 
48Cemrata 

^rrassgaa 


S4 8au^ 

srHoreegtay 






tax revenue, equivaleiit to ate 
out 27 per cent oi gross nationY- 



• Bamn I nrr 
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tllbOII EXCHANGE 


)N./R) ~ Following are the buying and selling rates ftir 
voiid currencies and gold against the (krflar at imdsession 
piidon Foreign Exchange and bullion markets 'Hiesday. 


XI co^ 


of pold 


1.3882/92 

1.7018/28 

1.9110/20 

1.4430/40 

35.04/08 

5.8330/80 

1628.2/9.7 

102.76/86 

7,9025/25 

7.4060/10 

6.6940/90 

SU774A4 

1375.50076.00 


Canada" dollar 
Deuodieinarlcs 
Dutch guilders 
Swte francs 
Belgian francs 
Frradi francs 
laUan lire 
Japai« yen 
Swedisb crowns 
Notw^tan crowns 
Danisb crowns 


Oman blasts 
proposed EU 
energy tax 

MUSCAT (R) — ' Oman's Oil 
kfiniM' Said Bin Ahmad Al 
Sbanari ’Diesd^ blasted a 
pro posed European Union 
(EU) energy tax wfaicfa be said 
would harm the economies of 
oil exporters. 

Mr. Sumfsri was addxessiiK 
an experts meeting (rf the Gtm 
Coc^Tcration Comidl (GCC) 
and die E ur ope a n Union in 
Muscat to prepare Tot Gitf 
Arab and EU ministeiial talks 
in Riyadh on May 7. 

**we dunk die a t en i ad ve to 
these dtscxinmiatroy taxes that 
adn harm the eooooniies d ml 
exporting oo uuui es... is for oil 

ptodnoeSS end « woi fT w » yy tO 
j<Kn efforts in sdendSc te> 
search on the en v iromn e n t to 
find common sotetions without 
harming the economies of 
either ade,** he said. 

He said the latest available 
figures show that the incoiDe of 
Enropean cmnitries in 1991 
from o3 was three times the 
S55 billion >har oil producers 
inside and outside OPEC 
gained from oil sales to Enrope 
m that year. 

Mr. SbanCui oil eimort- 
ing coontries si^ipotted efforts 
to protect the environment 
“but will not accept to be 
labelled as the main culprit for 
adiat die environment is snffer- 
ins from.** 

Ihe GCC b seeking di^ 
free access in Europe to its 
petroc b enricab and sees the 
proposed energy tax in the EU 
ana anotiier m the United 
States as threatening oil re- 
venues. 


World Bank approves Egypt’s reforms 


WASHINGTON (R) r- The 
World Bank commended 
Monday for its commit- 
ment to £ar-rttdung economic 
reforms and endorsed the 
country's recent progress on 
privatisation. 

‘'The bank belives the Egyp- 
tian fnivatisation programme b 
well on its way to providing the 
needed impetns.to investmeat 
and growdt in the Egyptian 
economy." the lending orga- 
nba ttei said in a news release 
after fiw days of talks here 


with senior Egyptian officiab. 

The bank's endorsement of 
^ypt's reforms b significant 
because it should help ease the 
way for Egypt to win approval 
of the final step in a 1991 plan 
to write off half of its ddit to 
Western government creditors. 

Creditors have already writ- 
ten off 30 per cent of the debt 
and plan to write off die last 20 
per cent in July, provided the 
International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank are haf^ 
with the process made by 


Egypt in reformong its eco- 
nomy. 

l^ypt has made consider- 
able headway in adjusting its 
overall budget and interest rate 
policies in line with the re- 
quirements of the IMF. but it 
has lagged in carrying out so- 
called structural Gnomic re- 
forms that are of interest to the 
World Bank, most notably pri- 
vatisation. 

Egypt's privatisation prog- 
ramme started slowly, with 


only three companies sold 
from a lb: of 20 mwn up last 
year, but the government just 
this month took action to 
speed up the programme, in- 
viting the private sector to in- 
vest ID and manage five more 
firms. 

“The World Bank acknow- 
ledges the (Egyptian) govern- 
ment’s considerable recent 
progress (on privatisation)," 
the lending organbatiMi said in 
its news release. **These efforts 
re^i^nt rhe government's deter- 


Avoiding the tax man was popular even 2,500 years ago 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Dodging the tax man has a 
hbto^ tbat goes back at least 
2.500 years, a cconfin g to Pla- 
to, the ancient Greek sage. 

“If there are dhea taxes.. .to 
be paid, tbe just man contri- 
bnzM more from an equal 
estate, and tbe (unjust man) 
less," Plato observed in “Tte 
Republic/’ hb portrait of an 
ideal state. 

Vito Tana, who heads tbe 
Rscal Department at the Inter- 
national Mofieia^ Fmid, ha& 
prodneed “a orimer on tax 
evation” — a fa a deground on tax 
evasioo and iriiat sane govern- 
ments do about it. 

Tbe Umted States has some 
top friayers in the game, llie 
Internal Revenue Service esti- 
mates that if everyone paid up 
when taxes are due thb Friday, 
it would collect anotiier $150 
biOion a year. That amounts to 
EDore than half tbe federal gov- 
ernment's deficii. 

Of course not everyone who 


owes taxes is deliberately 
doi^mg. “tax gap'* also 
includes people who mistaken- 
ly underestimate their tax or 
tack tbe money to pay. 

Tbe Treasury D^artmem 
says it has no estimate on the 
amount lost by>. tax evasion 
alone. 

Courts wiairg a care^ db- 
tinction between tax evasion, 
the felony that put gangster Al 
Capone in Jiul, and legal tax 
avmdance, or arranging one's 
botiness to incur a irununnm of 
tax. 

Mr. Tanzi poimed out m an 
interview that with big business 
firms hiring thousands of 
lawyers and accountants whose 
sole job b to keep taxes down, 
it b hard to distingu^ b^ 
tween evation and avoidance. 

“Simporo an aircraft^ con^ 
pany is building a {dane in thb 
country,” be suggested, “and 
suppose it orders some parts 
from a subsidiary in another 
country — parts that can’t be 


used in any other plane. How 
can you say what's a fair 
price?" 

Mr. Tanxi notes in bb prim- 
er, published by the IK^s 
quarterly “Staff rapers,** that 
the game is still popular in 
Mediterranean countries. For- 
mer Prerident Luigi Snaudi of 
Italy once said that if hb coun- 
by fully enforced all its tax 
laws, the government would 
collect 120 per cent of every- 
thing the country produced. 

Mr. Tanzi wrote that in 
some Mediterranean and Latin 
American countries, which be 
does not name, governments 
ha\-e been estimated to lose SI 
out of every potential $3 in tax 
revenue. 

Small taxpayers have their 
own methods. 

“A country where mudi of 
.the economic activity t^es 
place in small shops and small 
farms, or b conducted by sing- 
le individuab, b likely to ex- 
perience to lot of evasion..." 


Mr. Tanzi wrote. 

“It's easier, he said, for pro- 
fesskmab like docttus and oon- 
imctOTS who can ask customers 
to make payments in cash. 

He said seme Lati Amerian 
countries, whidi he did not 
name, have asked tbe IMF for 
help in measuring their losses. 

^nalcies for tax evasion are 
wideqiread but unevenly en- 
force. Mr. Tana wrote. 

Sometimes taxpayers can 
also benefit because the in- 
terest that governments charge 
on taxes owed b less than what 
the taxpayers can earn with the 
money that ti^ delay paying 
to tile authorities. 

He said Aigentina and some 
other Latin American govern- 
mens have found one antidote 
to that practioe. They allow the 
tax BUtborities to rout down 
offen di n g busineases for a few 
days without the poasibiliiy of 


appeal. 


mination to shift control and 
management of Egyptian pub- 
lic enterprises to the pnvate 
sector.” 

The talks here basically 
amounted to a reveiw of 
Egypt’s stnictural adjustment 
monitoring programme and 
were a continuation of discus- 
sions held last month in Cairo. 

The Cairo talks ended incon- 
clusively with the World Bank 
reserving judgment on Egypt's 
reforms. 


Syria boosts 
oil storage 
capacity 


DAMASCUS (R) — Crude oil 
storage capacity at Syria's 
Banyas expwt terminal has in- 
crearod by 138,000 tonnes with 
the commissioning of six oil 
tanks, industry sources sakl 
Tuesday. They said the new 
tanks at the Mediterranean 
port of Banyas would increase 
the terminals’ total capacity to 
437,000 tonnes and would ease 
the flow of oil exports. The 
project, built by a Romanian 
oompany. brou^t to 19 the 
number of tanks at Banyas. 
The cost of tbe project was not 
disclosed. Banyas is designed 
to export Syrian light crude 
pump^ from tbe central oil- 
fields. close to the Iraqi bor- 
der, through a pipeline which 
used to pump Irax^ pil to the 
Mediterranean. 
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inent^ furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdpun Real Estate. 

Tet 810605/B10609/810520 ' 



‘Rozemlm 




Hommage a Amman 
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culture and heritage ... 

the in-place to be ! 
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Businessmen & Families & its 

NeGrE.sCo BaR 

& Good DrinlLs & 
Excellent Snacks 
® Open Noons 
& Evenings 



Jabal Al W cbdali/Tel.637 1 0 1/637 1 02 



TheBfst In 
Indus Cl isiNE, 


Biyikfiara 


< )l . V I'l.t 1 .1 II A. Dinv. » 
Fof rcjCfvJtions cjH 


STUDIO HAHS 

Professional Quality in 
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SANABLE REAL ESTATE 
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S. Africa concludes election deal 


PRETORIA (R) — South 
Africa's political leaders struck 
n deal Tuesday to bring Zulu 
royalists into next week's his- 
toric all-race elections, sources 
close to the talks said. 

The leaders, negotiating 
gainst a background of surg- 
ing violence in a black 
township on the fringe of 
Johannesburg, were expected 
to announce their deal formal- 
ly later in the day. 

'"Within an hour the big 
news will come. Why do you 
think they have called (Inde- 
pendent Electoral Commission 
head) Judge (Johann) Krieg- 
ler... it is because Inkatba mil 
officially join the election pro- 
cess," one source told repor- 
ters. 

The deal, worked out during 
crisis talks in Pretoria on Mon- 
day and Tuesday, will bring the 
^lu-based Inkatha Freedom 
Party into the April 26-28 elec- 
tions. 

“This is the big news South 
Africa has been waiting for. 
No more dvil war. No more 
war-talk." said a government 
source. 

Inkatha leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, who has been hold- 
ing out for virtual self-rule in 
the Zulu heartland of 
Kwazulu-Natal. had been 
boycotting the poll. 

His nephew King Goodwill 
ZweHtl^ had said Zulus 


should not vote in the poll 
which will end three centuries 
of white domination. 

Mr. Buthelezi. President 
F.W. De Klerk and ofRdais of 
the African National Congress, 
vriiich is favoured to win the 
polls, held several hours of 
calks Monday. 

ANC leader Nelson Mande- 
la, almost certain to be South 
Africa's first black president, 
joined the discusrions at the 
union buildings in Pretoria 
Tuesday. 

Witnesses in Natal said In- 
katba had started putting up 
election posters in the port of 
Durban in Natal. 

Some sources said the deal 
could allow Mr. Buthelezi to 
take part in a national ballot. 
But others said there might 
only be time for him to fight 
provincial elections. 

One potential problem was 
amending millions of ballot 
papers to include Inkatha. A 
total of 80 million ballots have 
been printed for the national 
poll to elect a government of 
national unity and provincial 
elections. 

The Zulu king has been de- 
manding sovereign authority 
over South Africa's 8.5 million 
Zulus, the country's largest 
ethnic group. Sources close to 
the tallu said the deal included 
constitutional guarantees on 


the future of the Zulu monar- 
chy. 

In the black township of 
Tokoza. Soudi African secur- 
ity forces. Zulu hostel dwellers 
and ANC gunmen fought an 
intense gunbattle Tuesday. 

Fighting centred around the 
Angola Hostel, home to mig- 
rant ^lu workers, and spilled 
in to surrounding streets and 
alleys where ANC supporters 
live. At least one person was 
shot dead there, following the 
shooting of a news photo- 
grapher Monday. 

The weekend death toll in 
the black townships around 
the commercial capital Johan- 
nesburg was 19 — the highest 
since February when the South 
African Defence Force was 
sent in to crack down on kill- 
ing. 

South Africa’s fledgling 
national peacekeeping force, 
made up of regular troops, 
troops from ou^oing black 
homelands and former guerril- 
la, took over in the area last 
Wednes^y. 

More than 15,000 South 
Africans have died in political 
violence ance 1990 when Mr. 
Oe Uerk began dismantling 
^>artheid. 

Much of the recent violence 
has been in the Zulu heartland 
of Kwazulu-Natal where 
almost 240 people have been 
killed since Mr. De Klerk im- 


posed a state ot emergency 
there on Mardi 31. 

A top South African news 
phoiogi^her Vds killed and 
two worldng for international 
media were wounded by gun- 
.Are Monday. 

They were cau^t in aoss- 
lire as rival ANC and Inkatha 
gunmen battled in Toluna out- 
ride Jolumn^urg. A soldier 
from Che National PeMckeep- 
ing Force was wounded in the 
same incideni, witnesses said. 

Ken Oosterbroek of the 
Star, a Johannesbutg newspap- 
er, died in a burst of gunfire 
from a Zulu migr^t workers' 
hostel around which sporadic 
shooting had centred all nmm- 
ing, RMters 'IV cameraman 
h&k Chisholm said. 

Mr. Oosterbro^ last week 
won a South African Press 
Photographer-Of-The-year 
Award. 

Greg Marinovidi. a Semth 
African working for Newsweek 
magazine, was hit in the chest 
and underwent surgery at 
NacalsprufC Hospital. 

Staff sud Mr. Marinovich . a 
Pulitzer Prize-winner for bis 
work in township, was 
“stable.” 

Photographer Juda 
Ngwenya, of Reuters, the 
World News and Infbrmarion 
Organisation, received a flesh 
wound in an arm. 



Ken Oosterbroek, one of South AIKcaY top news 
photographers, ts held by CeDow pboto^wpbcf 


Gary Barnard of the Johansesbarg Star after be 
w« kBIed by police gnnfire in the Map Uadt 
township of Johannesburg (AFP photo) 


Rwandan troops shell refugees; 20 killed 


Khmer Rouge claims PaUin retaken 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Cambodian Khmer Rouge re- 
bels have recaptured their for- 
mer headquarters in western 
Pailin, one month after the 
government claimed to have 
made it their own. Phnom 
^nh-based guerrilla officials 
said Tuesday. 

“We recaptured Pailin to- 
day. April 19 at 12:45 p.m. we 
seiz^ eight tanks and des- 
troyed seven.” one offldal 
said, adding that government 
soldiers had “fled in disarray 
across their own minefields. ' 

The local Khmer Rouge 
office was still compiling de- 
tails about the counter-attack, 
be said, refrrsing to ffve his 
name. 

There was no immediate 


official response from the gov- 
ernment and no independent 
confrrmation of the Khmer 
Rouge cUdm. 

. Cambodia's top army com- 
mander. General Ke Kim Yan, 
his deputy, Lieutenant- 
(itene^ Ptri Saroeun, Defence 
Minister Tea Banh and Second 
Prime Minister Hun Sen had 
lefr Phnom Penh earlier and 
were meeting in Battambang 
Tuesday, government aides 
said. 

Battambang was the govem- 
neafs. forwara base for the 
capture of Pailin from the 
Khmer Rouge on March 19. 

noting between the rebels 
and army units had been re- 
ported witluD a 15 kUometres 
radius of the town ever rince. 


Asked to comment on the 
militaiy rituation in Pailin. one 
senior Ombodian anny com- 
mander said: “For the time 
being I can't confirm that 
Pailin has been recaptured by 
the Khmer Rouge. I've asked 
the general suSf about this 
news but I haven't received 
any confinnation. 

“1 only know now tbat the 
situation at Pailin is very con- 
fusing — you will know for 
sore in one or two days,” said 
General Chum Chheang, 
director of the Department of 
Internationa] Relations for the 
Defence Minist^. 

Interior Minister General 
Sin Sen told Reuters that fitt- 
ing was continuing in Pailin 
town. 


Nixon in 
intensive 
care after 
stroke 


NEW YORK (R) — Former 
President Ridiard Nixon was 
in stable condidon in a New 
York hos(rital early Tuesday 
after suffering a sfroke, his 
spokeswoman said. 

Mr. Nixon, 81, the only 
president to resign his office, 
was admitted for observation 
and treatment with anti- 
coagulants. 

“He had just come down for 
dinner when it happened. He's 
in stable condition now,” said 
spokeswoman Kim Taylor in a 
telephone interview from his 
home in Park Rid^, New 
Jersey. 

Ms. Taylor said Mr. Nixon's 
daughter. Trida, was in the 
area when the former presi- 
dent was rushed to New York 
Hospital/Comell Medical ^n- 
tre. His other daughter, Julie 
Nixon Eisenhower, was on her 
way from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Nixon's vrife, Pat, died 
last year. 

“This is of course a very 
shocking thing. ( think all 
Americans sbrwld now recall 
how much he has done for our 
country,” Mr. Nixon's secret- 
ary of state. Henry Kissinger, 
told reporters in Los Angeles. 

Dr. Kissinger said Pat Nix- 
on's death had contributed to 
the ex-president's ill health. 

“That was a really shattering 
experience for him and that 
took its toll. And the years 
have taken their toll,” Dr. 
Ki^nger said. 

New York Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani rushed to the hospit^ 
but was unable to visit Mr. 
Nixon. 

“At this point, he's not able 
to speak or see anyone. He's in 
stable condition he's not 
^ken ^ he’s not able to 
speak,” Mr. Giuliani told re- 
porters. Adding that doctors 
remained “t^mistic, because 
he's in stable condition.” 

Mr. Giuliani's spokesman. 
Manny Pkpir, said the mayor 
had ^ken with Tricia (^x 
Nixon at Ae hc^tal but that 
the former president's doctors 
had vetoeo a bedside visit 
saying “it was not the best 
thing to do.” 

Mr. Nixon's office said the 
former president suffered tiie 
stroke at his Park Ridge Home 

aboBt 5:45 p.ni. edt (2145 GMT) 
and was taken by ambulance to 
New York, where he was 
admitted to the ho^tal'a in- 
tensive care unit. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


U.S, sends reinforcements to Macedonia 

SKOPJE. Macedonia (AP) — The United States reinforced its 
only peacekeeping presence in former Yugoslavia, sending 46 
soldiers to patrol this impoverished republic's border with 
Serbia. The soldiers — the first of 180 infantrymen who will 
Tuplace Swedish troops on a six-month tour flew into 
Sl^je past 6.000-foot (2.000-metre) snow-capped p«^ on a, 
U.S. Air Force C-130 transport plane. Their arrival will 
increase to more chan SOO the number of U.S. troops keeping 
watch over a rugged, ill-defined border that U.N. patrols have 
occasionally crossed umrittingly. Macedonia, a republic of two 
million people, was the only piece of former Yugoslavia to 
break away peacefully. U.S. army troops have manned 
observation posts on a 2S-kilometre-long (15-mile-long) 
stretch of border since July 1993. They have reportra 
frequently seeing and talking to Serb border patrols but no 
hostilities. 

Gonzalez pledges to fight corruption 

MADRID (AP) — His government dogged by scandals. 
Prime Minister Felipe Goi^ez tried to take the bull by the 
horns Tuesday when he announced new measures to fight 
corruption in hb opening address toj^iament during the 
annual state of the nation debate. ^‘The government, fully 
assuming its responsibilities, considers it imperative to con- 
front these problems and restore society's oonfidenoe.” said 
Mr. Gonzalez. Throughout the day-long debate — pr^icted 
to be one of the most difficult he has had to face in 11 years in 
office — Mr. Gonzalez was expected to be assailed by 
opposition deputies over a recent wave of allegations that 
Soaalist politicians and their allies have used public offte for 
personal gain. The latest and most serious scandal concerns 
former Bank of Spmn GovemOT Mariano Rubio, who u 
alleged to have obtained some 130 million pesetas ($9^.000) 
from insider trading while governor and not declared the 
money on his tax returns. 

Poll: Mexico PRI candidate ahead 

MEXICO CITY (R) ~ A poll published Monday in the 
state-owned El Nadonal newspaper showed tiie Mexican 
ruling party's presidential candidate leading by a wide maigin, 
backed nearly a third of the people surveyed. The poll 
showed Ernesto Zedillo, the new candidate of the Institutional 
Revolutionary Party (PRI) since last month's assassination of 
candidate Lub Doiuddo Colosio, was favoured by 32 per cent 
of the 1,100 people surveyed. The presidential candidate for 
the Ieft4eaning Democratic Revolutionary Party (PRD), 
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, was second with 12 per cent support 
and conservative National Action Party (FAN) cancGdate 
Diego Fernandez De Cevallos was favoured by 10 per cent. 
The figures show a sU^t dip in the populari» of the PRI 
candidate since Mr. Colosio was shot on ftoch 23 while 
campaigning in the nortbem city of Tijuana. Twenty-eight per 
cent of those surveyed were undecided or suted no preference 
and the others supported smaller parties. 

Gorbachev ‘knew he would be toppled’ 

MOSCOW (AP) — Fbmier Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev that shortly after laundiing his reformist peres- 
troika policy, he feared he would eventually be toppled like 
one of his piwc«ssors, Nikita Khrushchev. “We rememtered 
the experience of Khrushchev, but we underestimated the 
^reactionary foroes of the past.” Mr. Gorbadicv told a 
conference commemorating the KXJch annlversaiy of Khrush- 
chev's With, wbWi fell Sunday. Mr. KhiushAev is best 
remembered for hb so-called “tiiaw," a dramatic depaiture 
from the years of Stalinbt terror that be^ with a secret 
spe^ to a Communist Parh^ congress in 1956. Mr. Khnish- 
diev proceeded to loosen the rime's grfp and introduced 
ceruin freedom of speech, but left the structure and ideology 
of the absolutist Soiw state intact. He was ousted in by 
more conservative Communbt Party apparatchicks and sent 
into forced retirement until his death in 1971. Mr. Gorbachev 
launched fab own polrw of reforms, known as perestroika or 
restructuring, in 1S«. Two years later, he resurrected 
Khrushchevas name from official disgrace. At foe coi^rence, 
organised by hb private foundation. Mr. Goibachev said 
Khnisbehev had a “great influence” on all Soviet reformers, 
the ITAR-TASS news agency reported. 


Indian 
troops raid 
militant 
hideouts; 
20 killed 


SRINAGAR. India (AP) — 
Troops ston^ a su^cted 
militant hideout in a residentia] 
neighbourhood in Srinagar and 
one person was shot and killed, 
offidab said. 

Elsewhere in Jammu- 
Kashmir state. 19 suspected 
militants were killed Monday 
in some of the wont clashes 
this year. Four guerrillas were 
fatally shot when they att»:ked 
soldiers during a sea^ opera- 
tion in Badgam. a anal! town 
20 kilometres (12 miles) from 
Stioigiv. Four others were kU- 
led in ft^similari •encounter in 
Bandipur town. 

The sudden spurt in search 
operations signals a new tough- 
ness on the part of tiie mitit!^. 
The govenunent has smd it 
would send more soldiers to 
Ka^nur to help the 300,000- 
strong force there to fi|Jit tiie 
four-year-oid separatist in- 
sorgen^. 

Midlers ^rearing flak jackets 
surrounded the Ratmalon 
neighbourhood with annoored 
vehides and uked residents to 
assemble on the roul and in a 
school buUchng before storm- 
ing a militant base insi^ a 
building. 

Troops found 13 sea of Indi- 
an army uniforms, one rocket- 
propelled grenade, several 
kilogranunes (pountb) of ex- 
plosives and an AK-56 assault 
rifle. I. Ramamohun Rao, a 
^tokesman for the Jammu- 
Kashmir government said In 
New Delm. 

Rafiq Ahmad, an activist of 
the Iwbal Mujabedeen, one 
of the Wggest guerrilla groups, 
was fatally shot while trying to 
evade arrest during the search, 
offidab smd. But residents 
alleged tiiat Mr. Ahmad was 
shot after he was arrested. 


NAIROBI (AP) ~ Rwandan 
army troops fired mortar 
rounds into a U.N.-guarded 
stadium sheltering thousands 
of people Tuesday, killing ab- 
out ^ and wounding SO, a Red 
Ooss ofSdal said. 

U.N. efforts to achieve a 
ceasefire and bring food and 
medicine to victims of Rwanr 
da's ethnic bloodbath were 
almost totally paralyred, said 
Abdul Kabia. executive direc- 
tor of U.N. forces in Rwanda. 

Mr. Kabia said 20 or 30 
^elb landed in and around the 
National Stadium. One landed 
on the roof of U.N. Headquar- 
ters, 150 metres from the sta- 
dium but didn't explode, Mr. 
Kabia said. “Tl^ are defusing 
It now,” he said. 

“We do not have the ability 
to cm^ out our humanitarian 
activities.” Mr. Kabia said. 

The government and rebels 
had agr^ to make the airport 
neutral ground so the United 
Nations could ship in 
planeloads of food and medi- 
cine, but chat agreement col- 


lapsed Tuesday, Mr. Kabia 
saM. 

The army, dominated by the 
majority Hutu tribe, 
announced it wants to locate its 
troops at the airport, be said. 
“Thb would make our por- 
tions vulnerable to fire.” he 
said. 

The Tutsi-controlled Rwan- 
dan Patriotic Front, mean- 
while, said ail its preconditions 
for a ceasefire were non- 
negotiable, Mr. Kabia said. 

The preconditions include 
an end to atrocities Hutu 
gangs, the dbbandtng of the 
Hutu-nationalist Presidential 
Guard, and the arrest of those^ 
re^nsible for atrocities. 

Tanzania offered -to host 
peace talks Saturday. The 
was transmitted to the waning 
foctions the U.N. Com- 
mand in Rwanda but they 
hadn't responded yet, Mr, 
Kabia said. 

“It b my hope that the 
Tanzanians succeed, but... the 
attitude of both sides on the 
ground is not responrive to 


mediation at thb point.” he 
said. 

The shelling of tbe stadium 
occurred as some 8.500 people 
camped there under the 
tection of 500 Bangladeshi 
U.N. troops. 

The wounded were trucked 
out to a hospital by U.N. 
troops, «4)o sumred no casual- 
ties, Kabia said. The SO 
injured were treated by the 
Red (>oss. said Jean-Luc The- 
voz, the Cross spokesman 
in Geneva. . 

Most of the refugees at tbe 
stadium are membw of the 
minority Tuisi ethnic group 
who fled their homes in 
fear of killer gangs of the Hutu 
- tribe. 

The Bangladeshi troops pro- 
tecting the stadium were 
among 2,500 U.N. blue hel- 
mets deployed in Rwanda 
under a Tanzan'ian-brokered 
peace agreement reached last 
August. Tbe accord colbpsed 
after Rwanda's president was 
idlied on April 6 in a myste- 
rious jriane crash. 


Japanese coalition falters again 
in search for new prime minister 


TOKYO (R) — The search for 
a new Japanese prime minister 
ground through its eleventh 
day Tuesday with leadeis of 
tire unwieldy rnlmg coalition 
once again aigiung themselves 
to a standstill. 

After countless delays and a 
near-collapse of the alliance, 
its leaders came close to iron- 
ing out policy differences that 
would have ^ved tbe way for 
the appointment of Foreign 
Minister Tsutomu Hata to suc- 
ceed departing Prime Minister 
Moribiro Hosokawa. 

But then the talks ran 
aground over the wording erf 
the coalition's position on tax 
reform in tbe new policy plat- 
form. 

Tbe coalition's mainstream 
conservatives, led by Idiiro 
(Jzawa, demanded the policy 
statement inclnde a pige ^ to 
increase indirea taxes to lessen 
the burden of direct taxes of 
Japanese salary earners. 

The opposing camp, led by 
tbe Socialbts, insisted tbe 
pledge, be left out. 

Simalist Party leaders were 
due to meet early Wednesday 
to decide on a final course of 
action, said party ^okesman 
Kojj Masuda. 


Asked what the main topic 
of conversation would be. he 
replied: “It’ll be tbe sales tax. 
won’t it?” 

CfoaJition neg^atOTS were 
due to meet later in tbe hope of 
resolving the latest impasse 
and calliag a parliamentary 
vote to elect the next prime 
minister Thursday, not 
Wednesday as originally plan- 
ned. 

Mr. Hosokawa, who res- 
igned on April 8 amid in a 
growing scandal over personal 
loans, remains as caretaker un- 
til hb successor is found. 

E^ier Tuesday, the coali- 
tion bridged its differences on 
another key policy issue — 
bow to deal with North Korea 
and its suspected nuclear 
weapons propamme'. 

Alliance members agreed to 
support the United Nations in 
its policy towards Pyongyang 
and cooperate with the United 
States and South Korea within 
the limits of its padfbt con- 
stitution. 

Mr. Ozawa’s conservatives 
retracted their demand tbat 
J^an consider revising its laws 
to let its military join any U.S. 
naval blockade a^inst the Sta- 
linist state, news reports said. 

In a related development, a 


key opposition figure 
annoum^ he was abandoning 
plans to launch a new party 
and seek the premieiship. a 
move diat could have di^aced 
the S8-year*old Hata as the 
leading candidate. 

Ex-Foreign Minister Miduo 
Watanabe dropp^ hb plan to 
leave the oppration Liberal 
Dmnocratic Pa^ (LDP) after 
it became evident that few 
supporters would join him. 

“1 can't support the coali- 
tion.'' Mr. Watanabe told re- 
porters. “So Tm going to stay 
in my party to help reform it.” 

With frfr. Watanabe out of 
the picture. Mr, Hata has 
emerged as the leading candi- 
date to win die vote in pariia- 
ment and become Jmran's sixth 
prime minbter in five years. 

Mr. Watanabe. 70, had 
hoped to strike a deal with the 
coalition by offering to bring 
over a large group of LDP 
defectors in ex^aiige for en- 
dorsement of its candidate for 
prime minbter. 

The LDP, which ruled Japan 
for 38 years until its election 
defeat in mid-1993, has been 
ravaged by defections • trig- 
gered by Mr. Hosokawa's res- 
ignation. 


U.S., S. Korea plot strategy over N. Korea 


SEOUL (R) — SarkH- South 
^rean and U.S. offidals 
agreed 'Diesday to pr eii for 
U.N. sanctioas against North 
Korea unless tbe defiant Sta- 
fimst state allowed fofl interna- 
.tioaal oadcar in^edioDS. 

. Seoul ForeigD Mrabter Han 
Song-Joo Diet Assistant U.S. 
Secnetaiy of State Rirf>ert Gal- 
huxi to <Bscan vneys to resolve- 
■die loog-nmning dispiite over 
die North's s n yerae d midear 
weapons devefopment prog- 
ramme. 

A Fore^ liGiustiy spokea- 
man deeflned to gjve detaib of 
die meedng, but state nt&o 
:ud Yonhap Agcacy said 

hfr. Baa aM Mr. Gallnod had 
agreed that gaming full acoea 
to Nordi Korean nudear plants 
! was the most in^rOTtant issue at 
' state. 

They agreed that if the 
North oontmned to refuse ac- 
cess to its SD^rect mdear 
plants, the United Nations 
Secori^ Conndl would have 
no option bat to im pose sanc- 
tions. 

Seoul and Wasbrngtoo ac- 
cuse North Korea of tzying to 
hnilH an arsenal of Atomic 
weapons and intelligesM 
sources snggest the Sraintist 
state has iheady developed 
one or two warheads. 

Pyongyang denies the 


charge, but refuses to allow fUl 
mspectims of jfs nudear fecili- 
ties ^ tbe Intematicnal Ato- 
mic Energy Agen^ (lA^), 

U.S. Defence S ecre t ai y 
liam Perry was to arrive in 
Seoul later Dfesdw for two 
days of talks on mQitaiy readi- 
ses and political strategy on 
the peninsula 

Mr. Perry said be wdoomed 
North Korten leader Kim D- 
Snng's vow, made to ftneigD 
reporters dnring weekend 
celebradoos fbr fab 82od birtb>^ 
day, that ^yongyar^ was not 
devefoping noUear weapons, 
but said mternational venfica^ 
tira was oecessaiy. 

“That would be just wonder-’ 
fnl news if it tamed out to be 
tree. I take it at feoe valoe oDtil 
such time as it can be verified,” 
hfr. Perry told reporfers 
CD route to SeooL 

Sotttii Korea's aati-U.$. stop 
dent activbts and dbridents 
bsve protested gainst Mr. 
Pec^s trip to Seoul becanse of - 
hb banfliDe statements in re- 
cent days North Korea, 

thus nbmg tens io n s on tbe 
penmsnla. 

A group of 30 re p r es e nta- 
tives from a nationwide dbsi- 
deot organisation staged a 
bri(tf d enw nstratkm Ttaesday 
outside tile U.S. embasw in 
central Seoul and gave embas- 
sy official a letter addresred to 


Washin^on, opposing Mr. 
Ferry's vbit and tiie 
meat of Patriot anti-nnssfle 
batteries in the South. 

Nfore than 40 l^triot air 
defence mbrile lamtdieis with 
as many as 2(X} nussSes arrtved 
at Sontii Korea's sontbenyiort 
of Pusan hfonday said wm be 
deployed in the Sooth within 
weeks. Mr. Ferry told repor- 
ters shortly before fab depar- 
ture for Seoul. 

Tbe Ihiited States has abo 
sent Apache anti-tank faelioop- 
teis to tbe Sooth. 

North Korea reacted bztreriy 
Ttiesday to tire sfaipinng of thi^ 
Patriots, calling the move 
“daimeF^ provocative acts.” 
strong arm works witii 
os. Should &e United States 
and its lackeys dare provoke a 
war, we will answer it a 
dedkve ooimter blow to de- 
fend oar Sodalbt system and 
the (fignily of our imbBc,” 
the Nortii Korean workos' 
Party newqiapef Rodong 

mim 

Tbe North also denounced 
Mr. Felly’s virit to Se^ 

“There b no doubt that the 
bellicose' U.S. nrifitaiy boss 
and the *driUan’ war "mwac g 
of Sooth; Korea will hate no- 
thing to ifisooss but war when 
tiiw sit face to face and peace 
and reunification of Korea win 


sobsequentiy face a more grave 
tiuert/* the North Korean dai- 
ly sad in a rqrart carried by 
the official North Korean Cen- 
tral News Agency, moiutored 
in Tokyo. 

TheNordi Korean president 
in an interview with the 
Washington Times Ttiesday 
said tbat hb conntiy does not 
have the need, tire will or the 
ability to make nnclear 


fe wQl never have midear 
weaptms. I prombe you. 
can we nse than ageist?” Mr. 
iTwn said. 

Mr. Kim said tbe Patriot 
missiTcs tbe United States sent 
to Sootii Korea because of 
timg tensons on tire Korean 
peninsula “are war weapons 
regardless of tfadr ose.” 

The North Korean leader 

aso said Japan was “moving to 

arm herself with nnclear 
weapm" and tins “presents a 
great threat to the peace and 
security" in Asia.- 
Asked about a North Ko- 
rean diplofnat who threatened 
Nortii Korea would turn tbe 
South into a “sea of fire,” Mr 
m replied that the dtolomat 
sw “sometiting wfa^ was Out 
of dace.” 

Actualty, we don’t want 
any war,” he said. ‘Those who 


Message In bottle 
floats 7,000 km f 
to holiday offer 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) — ^ 
mf Uffagr in a wine bottle tossed 
from a exube ship off nortfaere 
Japan took nearly six years to 
float 7,000 kflomettes (4,350. 
miles) to Sibu, a palm-fringed 
resort island off west 
Malaysia's east coast. Penned 
by John Mutimer, the mess^e 
read, “home before Christ- 
mas”, and rimply asked the 
bottie's finder to contact Mr. 
Mutimer at 64 Maccdon Road, 
Lower Templestowc, Mej- 
boume, \^ctoria, Australia 
3107tMir. Mutimer himself b in 
for a surprise should he contact 
the resort where a guest found 
the bottle — a dream holiday 
offer at Sea Gypsy village on 
tropfeal Sibo Erirad, off tbe 
east coast <rf the Malay penin- 
sula and north of Singapore. Rus- 
sell Pr^, 34, one of the re- 
sorfs owners, told Reuters the 
resort has written to Mr. 
Mntimer but has not yet re- 
ceived a repiy. “If be 
us, we’ll give turn a free toII- 
day,” said Mr. Prw, 34. _He 
said a guest found Mr. Mutim- 
eris bottle in February. The 
message, dated Sept. 1, 1988, 
said tbe bottle was being 
thrown off tbe Royal Viking 
Scar. Enclosed witii tiie mes- 
sage was a $1 note. 

Hall to quit 
talk show 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — 
Anenio Hall b quitting bb 
fediag televbioo mow,- 
winch fejl victim in ratings and 
prestige to late-night competi- 
tors David Lettennan and Jay 
Leno, sources said Monday. 
Tte taiv show host has sent a 
letter to Keny McCuggatt, 
ebai rt"*" of Paramount’s re- 
vision ooup, saying be wants 
to end The Arse^ Hall Show, 
aooon&Dg to a Paiamoaot ex- 
ecutive who spoke only on 
conditkm ci anonymity. No 
for the final show has 
been determined, the source 
added. The show debuted Jan. 
3, 19^, turning the hip bluk 
host into a national celebrity. 
Another source close to ^ 
nationally syndicated sitow 
who also requested anonyd|ty 
MjH Hu {rfanned to 
hb staff of bb decision to quit 
after the taping of Monday 
night's riiow. Telephone caUs 
seeking comment from Para- 
moont, the show’s prodneer, 
and frmn Hall were not im- 
mecfiately returned. Hall's six- 
yem contract was due to expire 
this December and there had 
not been any active negotia- 
tions with Paramonnt on xe- 
newing tbe deal, tbe Para- 
mount executive said. 

Beauty And The 
Beast bows on 
Broadway 

NEW YORK QC) ~ Are the 
critics gmu to find a beauty or 
a beast? *niat’s die question 
Broadway was asfcii^ Monday 
as tbe bype and bo^la whip- 
ped op into an almost fev^ 
pitch for the star-studded 
c^reningni^ of Walt Dime’s 
Beauty Aim Tbe Beast. And at 
00 time in tbe 100-year history 
of Broadway theatre has that 
question meant more fin a 
su^e show or tiie fntaxA<rf 
Broadway, accorefing to ex- 
p^. At stake b tire fete of 
Disi^'s reported $11.8 mfl- 
lioo iovesmieiit in B^uty And 
The Beast and whether die 
entertamment giant will pio- 
dooe sinular theatre extrava- 
ganzas in tire friture as Disney 
company chief Mkhael Eisner 
has repeatedly said Disney 
wants to do. The bigger 
tioD k whether audiences will 
come to expect friture Broad- 
way shows to have all the 
piriis of tiib one — from 
fireworks to David 
Copperfield-like magic stunts 
lb fact, as many in^rs have 
qmpped: “Beauty And Tbe 
has so many special 
scene changes it 
makes Pbaptom Of The Opera 
seem like it’s standing still.** 

Ballooning nuns 
get unexpected 
church landing 
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NEWS IN BRIEF I Bulls beat Hawks to stay in race 


Fans unimpressed by Swiss team 

reached the World 

Uip finals for the first ume in 28 years — biit home fans 
distinctly unimpressed. Only 4,500 rickets had 
b^sold by lunchume Tuesday for Wednesday night’s 
®2ainj the Czech Republic at the 32,000<apadtv 
Hantann Stadium. Roy Hodgson, Switzeriand's English 
t»ach. remains optimistic that a few more fans will show up. 
Eventually, a good 15,000 could still come,” said Hodgson, 
piappomting advance ticket sales is not always an indication 
of likely poor attendance on match day itself.” 

Ardiles will stay with Spurs 

LONDON (R) -- Chairman Alan Sugar of beleaguered 
premer league side Tottenham pledged Monday that manager 
Ossie Ardiles will still be in charge next season — even if Spurs 
are relegated. Sugar told a television interviewer; ‘^Ossie is 
Slaying even if we go down. Whatever ba^ns, he’ll be in 
charge at the start of next season.” The London ^anis tottered 
ne^r to relegation Sunday when they lost 2-0 to Leeds. It was 
their third defeat in a row and left them just two points above 
tfaird-from-bottom Oldham. 

Padilla retains WBO title 

ROTTERDAM (R) — American Zack Padilla retained his 
WBO junior .weltemeight title Monday when American 
challenger Harold Miller threw in the towel in the sixth round 
of their scheduled 12-round bout. It was the first world 
championship ever to be held in the Netherlands and was 
st^ed there as pan of the WBO’s policy to stage cham- 
]»c»iship fights in new venues. 

Lenzi might sell Olympic medals 

FREDERICKSBURG, VA. (AP) — Mark Lenzi says a lack 
of funds may force him to sell his Olym^MC gold medal to raise 
money for school. Lenzi, the 19^ Olympic 3-metre diving 
champion, said chat unless he can find another way to pay the 
S2S.OOO tuition, he will sell his medal to the highest bidder. 
really don't want to do it,” the Stafford Coiint>* native said 
during a telephone interview from Bloomington, Ind. “But if 
worst cornes to worst. Til have to.. .A lot of people ask me 
what it’s like to be rich and famous. Well, I’m not rich.” Lenzi, 
25, recently decided to take the year off from <fivtng. He has 
not ruled out a return for the Olympics, but his coach, 
Hobie Billingsley, said Lenzi is effectively retired. 

Haiti players to seek asylum in Trinidad 

PORT-OF-SPAIN, Trinidad (AP) — Some of the 16 members 
of Haiti’s national soccer team plan to request political asylum 
in Trinidad and Tobago, a United Nations of^al said. After 
filing to obtain asylum from the United States, the players 
said they wanted to return home. But after meeting twice with 
Guy Prim, a member of the U.N. commission on human 
rights, some intend to submit requests for asylum in this 
Cwbbean island. “Seeking asylum abroad is a difficult 
decision to make, specially for 20'year-olds. Some of them are 
being pressured by relatives .to go back home, but others are 
being pressured to stay,” Prim said. fVim said players could 
request asylum in the United States after tb^ become 
residents of Trinidad and Tobago. 
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CHICAGO (R) — Tbt Bolls 
blew a 22-p^ lead but re- 
grouped in time to post an 
87-7D win over the Atlanta 
Hawks Monday to stay in the 
running for tbe Eastern Con- 
ference diafflpiOQship. 

Sieve Kerr hit two key three- 
pomtos in a decisive third- 
quarter run that carried the 
BaQs (55-25) to victory and 
moved them within a half- 
game of tbe Hawks (55-24) for 
tbe best record in die confer- 
enee. 

Horace Grant and Kerr each 
had 14 mints and Scottie Pip- 
pn added 13 for Qncago. 
winners of 11 of their last 12. 

Danny Manning had 16 
points and Stacey Augraon 
and Craig Ehlo each chipped in 
with 12 for Atlanta, who were 
held to a season-low 70 points. 

After being stampeded by a 
17-0 Bulls’ charge in tbe tot 
half, Atlanta outscored Chica- 
go 24-S in a span bridging tbe 


second and thiid quarters and 
tied tbe game 51-51. 

Kerr ara Toni Kukoc helped 
rally Qiicago, who used a 
12-2 run to rebuild their lead to 
63-55 by tbe end of the quar- 
ter. 

Xn Dallas, Charles Barkley 
had 28 points and 13 Fcbonnds 
and sparked a late fourth- 
quarter rally as tbe nioenix 
Sons defeated the Mavericks 
106-97. 

Kevin Johnson added 21 
pohiis and 14 assists and A.C. 
Green chipped in with 19 
points and 14 rebounds for 
Hioenix, who won their fourth 
straight and moved into a 
third Ito tie with San Anto- 
nio in the Western Conferene 
playoff race. 

Jim Jackson scored 30 points 
and Jamal Mashbum netted 29 
for the mavs, who were a 
dismal 14-of-44 from the field 
in the second half. 

Phoenix led by just 90-87 


Cameroon World Cup 
squad strapped for cash 


YAOUNDE (R) — Came- 
roon's national soccer team be- 
gan serious training for the 
Worid Cup finals hampered by 
lack of funds and bitter poliric- 
al in-fighting. 

Tbe players called together 
for Monday's training session 
had to make do without basic 
necessities induding bottled 
mineral water, while the media 
blasted tbe bureaucratic bick- 
ering that has left ibe squad 
broke before it sets foot 
abroad. 

“Half-baked preparations 
for Lions” was the headline of 
a story in the govemmern- 
controiled Tribune newspap- 
er’s weekly English-language 
edition. 

“The squad has to go with- 
out water and other basic 
necessities that ^ with training 
for such a major event.” It 
went on in reference to mineral 
water which is safer than drink- 
ing local tap-water. 

It is not the first time the 
indomitable Lions have been 
broke. During the 1990 World 
Cup the team repeatedly ran 


out of money because funds 
arrived too late or not all all. 

Last October the Lions 
threatened to go on strike. 48 
hours before the World Cup 
qualifier gainst Zimbabwe. 

The problem stems from 
rivalry between the sports 
ministry, the Cameroonian 
Football Federation, a 45- 
member ^cial comminee cre- 
ated by President Paul Biya 
and a nine-member ministerial 
comminee headed by Prime 
Minister Simon Achidi Achu. 

Friction between them has 
delayed agreement with poten- 
tial sponsors, whose supjx)n is 
essential now a 106 million 
CFA ftanc (S183,000) Interna- 
tional Football Federation 
(FIFA) grant has been spent. 

Sponsors are expeaed to 
provide three billion CFA (S5 
million), but the bill for train- 
ing and sending the Lions, (rius 
a large delegation, to the finals 
in the United States is esti- 
mated by President Biya’s 
technical committee at five bil- 
lion CFA ($8.6 million). 


FOR RENT 

1. Newly-built 1st floor apartmenl: 4 bedrooms, one of them 

master, separate central heating. ...... 

2. Furnished apaiiment: 3 bedrooms including one master, 
garden, telephone and separate central heatii^. 

Ux^tion: Al-Jubaiha. near Al-Manhal Circle. 

If interested, please call: 846958-834008 


FIXING B FASTENING 
TOOLS fr ACCESSORIES 




FOR A LEADING FREIGHT FORWARDER 



With the following qualifications: 

- Univ^ify graduates with good 
command of English language. 

- Has his / her own Car. 

- Present^le, (fynamic and initiative. 


I Applications with resume should 
be submitted to ; 
j P.O.Box: 815 408 Amman 11180 


with 4:42 remainnig, but used 
an 8-1 run over the next 3:09 
for a 10-point advantage, 9^ 
88 . 

At Golden State, Chris Mul- 
lin scored a season-high 32 
points and Mister Jennings 
sank ax free throws in dw fn^ 
1:16 of overtime to lift tbe 
Warriors to their sixtfa strai^t 
victory, 1^131 over the Los 
Angela Uppers. 

A layup by Latrell SpreweU 
with 1:39 to go in extra time 
gave the Wamon the lead for 
good at 128-126. 

Billy Owens and Chris Web- 
ber scored 25 points apiece for 
golden state, who moved with- 
in IVt games of fifth-place 
Utah in the Western Qmfer- 
ence. 

Dominiqoe Wilkins scored 
37 points tor the Qi[^rs and 
bet^e the ninth player in 
NBA history to score 24,000 
points. 

Norman 

denies 

making 

harassment 

allegations 

LONDON (AP) — Andy Nor- 
man. who was fired 10 days 
ago as British track’s promo- 
tions chief. Monday denied 
allegations that he accused 
joumalist/coach Qiff Temple 
of sexually harassing a woman 
athlete. 

Temple's body was found by 
a railway line in January in an 
apparent suicide. 

Friends and colleagues 
alleged that Norman, annoyed 
by a story Tepipic had written, 
has spread rumours that the 
Sunday Times journalist had 
sexually harassed Shireen 
Bailey, one of the athletes he 
coach^. 

“I now want to make it dear 
that the allegations which have 
appeared are entirely unfound- 
ed and that there was no cam- 
paign of any kind by me 
against Mr. Temple.” Norman 
said in a statement. 


ViaUi, 
Lentini, 
Mancini 
out of 
World Cup 
roster 

ROME ( AP) — Juventus strik- 
er Gianluca Vialh, AC .Milan 
forward Gianluigi Lentini and 
Sampdoria midfielder Roberto 
Mancini will not be on Italy's 
World Cup team for the finals 
in the United States. 

The three were not on a 
provisional list of 31 players 
issued Monday by coach Arri- 
go Sacebi. 

ViaUi and Lentini. just reco- 
vered from serious injuries, 
were considered unfit for the 
World Cup. while Mancini 
apparently paid for his dis- 
appointing performance in the 
recent 2-1 exhibition "toss to 
Germany. 

\'ialli, 29, with 59 caps and 
16 goals with the ”aaum'' 
(blue team), has just recovered 
from a broken foot which side- 
lined him for several weeks. 

His three goals in Sunday’s 
6-1 triumph of Juventus against 
Lazio in a league game 
appiarenily did not convince 
Sa^i thill he is back in top 
form. 

Lentini. 25. had some unim- 
pressive performance as he re- 
turned to action last month 
after recovering head injuries 
suffered in a nearly fatal high- 
way crash in the summer of 
1993. 

ViaUi and Lentini are the 
two most expensive players in 
Italian soccer history as the 
deal for their transfer to Juven- 
tus and Milan in 1992 reached 
as high as 40 billion lire ($25 
million). 

Before signing with Milan, 
Lentini helped Torino reach 
UEFA Cup final in 1992. 

Mandni, who one teamed 
up with Viali at La Samp, 
helped the Genoa club with its 
first European trophy by cap- 
turing the cup winners’ cup in 
1990. 


Villa For Rent 

Super" (iejuxeV^A^ ^tyle newly-built villa, 
consisting of four bedrooms! including two master 
bedrooms, three salons, a basement floor, com- 
prising one master bedroom with bathroom, play- 
ing room, washing room, fully quipped swimming 
pool, garage for four cars, with telephone. Loca- 
tion: Sweifieh, behind the church. 

Please call tel. 657464, 657458 in the morn- 
ing and 

Tel. 861395 after 4:00 p.m. 



Location: Jabal Amman - 6th Circle. Umm Uthaina, SOO 
metres north of Amra Hotel. 

SpecIfleaUons: Stone building ol four floors, with eight 
aparftnents, each with an area of 210 square metres. 
Each apartment consists of three bedrooms, one of them 
master, two extra bathrooms, three salons, verandas with 
mmd room and a bathroom. 

The basement: car paries and a garden, in addition to a 
storage room, senrices room and guard room. 

The apsartment has a lift, central heating. 

The house is overlooking, calm and high-class. 

Fit for diplomatic missions. 



Luu 




Moroccan squad seeks 
cohesion, scoring punch 
two months before cup 


Ly.XEMBOURG (AP) — 
With one eye on history and 
the other on reality. Murocco's 
national team ‘still seeking 
oftensive punch and overail 
cohesion just two months 
ahead of the World Cup. 

In 1970, Morocco was the 
fir^t African nation to qualify 
for :he World Cup and lo years 
laser in Mexico it was the first 
African nation to reach the 
second round of the finals. 
Anything less will now- be cons- 
idered a disapp)ointmcni. 

“There is 1970, 19{stJ. The 
responsibility is stifling," said 
coach Abdelljh Blinda tn an 
interview Even chough their 
best showing w.is only eight 
years ago. Biindu wil! head a 
team of World Cup rookies, 
with perhaps onlv one surv ivor 
from 1986. 

“It is going to be :t new- 
generation.” said forw.ird 
Mohammad Chaouch. "Young 
and without any World Cup 
expenence,'’ added Blinda 

On Wednesd.tv, Morwco 


plays Arg<rntin.i tn S.'tita in ji« 
toughest prep.iration g.une 
“W'c .shouldn’t lose 3-0, but tf 
1-U I0S.S or a draw would htf 
great. It'll keep everybody Ofl 
(heir toes," Blinda sa:d. 

Bui the t:isk did no-l look 
less divunting .litut Mtir r^g f|'| 
escaped with a las: minute gu^j 
to wi.'l 2-1 against Luvembourg 
last month. * 

Competition it*, t.hc Orlandt'- 
based Group F will be £i 
tougher. The Netherlands 1 
Ih'oVid Cup favourite lor ntanv 
Belgium, the group's tap seed! 
and outsider .Saudi .Arat:n,-) 
make up the rest of the 

Moroeeo head-s inlu a thf'^- 

week camp in Fr.inee 
inonih, and hv ch.it rime. Bltit,- 
da should star* fiitJiiig the nid>* 
blend after r.uvnihs of 
penmeiiting with a host 
players. 

■'Wl' l.iek cohesion 
Cli.uiuki*. said. "Lsliiidj has pr^. 
fecied t.i vv.n!,'* Ivfoie '•etthfltf 
on a lean:. "1 don't think it '!j 
i;v*oJ •.*ihnt,‘:j.'' he -1.131!. 


DELUXE APARTMENT FOR RENT^ 

First fioor. censrstmg of :.vo b-?a»-rorr;?. S.^riv* -jo + 
dining, two balbroomf.. kiich«n wit!* 'ri.sv;:t--n.‘oo.t c^n. 
tra! heating, sma!! ana 

Location. Um uthaina. .-M Ghu.:i. ifH Shwr. near 

Marwan Supplies Centre 

If interested, please call tci. 811501 



i • Original Lacoste ^ 10 J.D } 

\ * Lacosie Shose ^ 8 J.D | 

^ * Donnay Graphite Rackets ^ 24 J.D : 

% c and many more . 

V, ^ fl 



^ Wadi Saqra St. Opposite Wadi Saqra book shop : 

\ TO. 6493-11 \ 


AT THE 

OJLTUR.4L PALACE - HUSSAIN SPORT CITY 

AMNESTY international - 1 
2nd ANNUAL FESTIVAL 

FOR 

“ ART... MUSIC & HUM.AN RIGHT’ 
PRESENTS 

MIRAGE MUSICAL TEAM 

& 

ITS MIME PERFORMING TROWE 



WEDNESDAY 20 APRIL 1904 
TICKETS SOLD AT DOOR 
J.D. 5 FAMILY 
J.D. 4 FAMILY 
J.D. 3 BOYS & GIRLS 
AT 8 P.M. 



Oaema Tel.: 6341^ Onema Tel.: 699238 

PHILADELPHIA PLAZA 


Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 


CONCORD 




T 


TOM B JERRY 

invite you to attend Their Movie" as of 
at 


GNEMA PHOADEIMIA 

Tel.: 634144/634149 

Perfonnances: 11K», 12:30. 3-JO, 6:15, 8*J0 


Corey Haim & Corey Feldman. Nicole 
Eggert 
in 

RLOWN AWAY 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, SKX). 5’30. 8:30, Kk30 


CONCORD 
MR. JONES 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. SJO. 10:30 

CONCORD *2’ 

The Assas^n 

Show: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


The political comedy play 
FORBIDDEN 
FORBIDDEN 
Every night at 8:30 p.m. 


Tel.: 675571 

Nabfl Al Mashiai Theatre 


Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG” 

Directed by Ghassan Al Mashmi 


Nabii & Hisham's Tel.; 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 


The Poiiticai Satire 

‘'Aitlan Arab 
Summit Conference” 
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Kuwait speaker re|ects Iraqi invitation 


KUWAIT IR) — The speaker of the Kuwaiti parliament on 
Tuesday rejected an Iraqi invitation to visit Baghdad for talks 
on posi-Gulf war disputes. “Whatever Iraqi officials said in the 
past we never bothered to reply. But this time we answer. So 
that they will nov ask again,” Speaker Ahmad A1 Saadoun. an 
opposition veteran, told parliament's weekly session. ”We tell 
them that the invitation was heard by the Kuwaiti people and 
w'e turned it down,” he said. *nie Iraqi parliament last week 
invited Kuwaiti parliamentarians to visit Baghdad for talks on 
outstanding issues, especially the fate of people missing since 
Iraq's 1990*91 occupation whom Kuwaitis believe are still held 
bv Baghdad. The Iraqi a.ssembly denied that Baghdad holds 
any prisoners of war from the occupation period. Mr. Saadoun 
said Iraq's offer appeared to be a bid to exploit policy 
differences between the Kuwaiti government and the 
opposition'dominaied parliament. But on post-war issues 
involving Iraq . government and parliament were united. Mr. 
Saadoun said. “This is a message to all the world.” com- 
mented Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah A1 Ahmad Al Sabah in 
brief remarks thanking Mr. Saadoun for his comments. 


Sudan sends election monitors to S. Africa 


KH.ARTOUM (R) — Sudan has sent 19 officials to monitor 
South Africa's first all-race elections next week, a Khartoum 
newspaper reported on Tuesday. The government-owned Al 
Nasr said the officials left Sudan for South Africa on Monday. 
The officials fVom the Foreign Affairs Ministry, the attomey- 
general's chamber and the national assembly were chosen 
because of their experience in elections in Sudan, it added. 


54 appointed to Sudan’s parliament 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudanese leader Lieutenant-General 
Omar Hassan Al Bashir has appointed 54 new members to the 
country's unelected parliament, the Transitional National 
Assembly. The decree, read on state television late Monday, 
said (hey were to fill places vacated by members of parliament 
who were given executive posts following the redivision of 
Sudan into 'more states. Several of the 330-member assembly 
have in the past two months been appointed governors and 
ministers in the 26 states created in Sudan in February. 


U.N. shocked at staff death in Somalia 


GENEVA (R) — The U.N. refugee agency on Tuesday 
expressed shock at the killing of a staff member in Somalia and 
confirmed that a relief team of 10 people was being evacuated 
from the western town of Afmadow. It identified the man shot 
dead on Monday as his plane flew into Afmadow as Alhadji 
Kebba Sanneh. 53, a Gambian national (see page 2). “I am 
deeply shocked at this terrible incident,” Sadako Ogata, U.N. 
high commissioner for refugees, was quoted as saying in a 
statement issued overnight in Geneva. “I hope that this death 
will remind Somali leaders of the tra;;' *dy into which Somalia 
has been plunged and encourage ..lem to renew their 
determination to find peace,” she added. A spokesman in 
Geneva confirmed reports from Mogadishu that the agency 
would evacuate a team of 10 aid workers on Tuesday. 


New date set for SIdon trial 


SIDON (AP) — The trial of two Palestinians accused of the 
1984 killing of Libyan dissident in Germany briefly resumed 
Tuesday before the judge ordered a three-week recess at the 
prosecution's request. Judge Ahmad Moallem of the criminal 
court in Sidon, provincial capital of South Lebanon, set a new 
session May 10 after a 10-minute court appearance 'Hiesday by 
the two suspects .Yasser Chreidi, 34, and Ghassan Ayoub, 
38. Chreidi and Ayoub are on trial for the assassination of 
Mustafa Ashek, a Libyan dissident shot dead by unknown 
anackers on a West Berlin street March 29. 1984. His 
attackers fled. Chreidi and A)[oub. two Palestinian residents 
of Lebanon who have lived in Germany in the 80s, were 
charged with the murder. German authonties, which learned 
of Chreidi's and Ayoub's involvement from East German Stasi 
secret police files released after the 1989 collaf^ of the Berlin 
Wall, has demanded the extradition of Chreidi. Lebanon and 
Germany have no extradition treaty and it is up to the 
Lebanese government to decide whether to extradite. Chreidi 
also is accused of masterminding the April 5 . 1986. bombing of 
the La Belle discotheque in Germany. The West Berlin disco 
is frequented by off-duty U.S. troops stationed in West Berlin. 


Bomb explodes in Yugoslav embassy car in Ankara 


.ANKARA. Turkey |AP) — A bomb exploded in the parked 
car of a Yugoslavian diplomat early Tuesday, causing damage 
but no injuries. Anatolia news agenc>' said. The vehicle 
belonged Zivorad Simic. first secretary of the Yugoslav 
emba^sy. The bomb detonated about 4:30 a.m., destroying the 
car. sparking a fire and damaging two nearby vehicles. 
Firefighters put out the blaze. The car was parked in front of 
Mr. Simic's upurlment building in downtown Ankara. There 
was no immediate claim of^ responsibility. But, there is 
growing animosity in Turkey towards the Serbians because of 
their attacks in Bosnia. Turks feel close to the Bosnian 
Muslims because of historial lies. 


Israeli parents: No detainee 
release until PLO gives details 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — The parents of three 
missing Israeli soldiers deman- 
ded Tuesday that the govern- 
ment block the release of 
Palestinian prisoners until the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) provides informa- 
tion on the whereabouts of 
their sons. 

American-born Yona 
Baumel, 66, said he and the 
other parents would keep up a 
portest fast they began Sunday 
until PLO Chairman Yasser 
.Arafat tells what he knows. 

The three soldiers — 
Zachariah Baumel. Yehuda 
Katz and Zvj Feldman — dis- 
appeared during a tank battle 
in Lebanon in June 1982. at the 
time of Israel's invasion. The 
elder Baumel said that for up 
to a vear after that his son was 
held'by the PLO. 

“We are in this for the dura- 
tion. The families are very 
determined now.” said the re- 
tired Baumel, as he stood on 
the sidewalk opposite Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin's 
office. 

Around his neck, he wore 
half of his son's dog tag. given 
to him by Mr. Aiafot in De- 
cember. along with a promise 
the other half would follow 
soon. It never came. 

The parents' protest, which 
as garnered broad support 
among Israelis, could prove 
embarrassing to the govern- 
ment which is in the midst of 
negociathig a timetable for the 
release of thousands of Palesti- 
nian prisoners. 


The release schedule is one 
of the last major sticking points 
in the Cairo talks on im- 
plementing Palestinian auton- 
omy in the occupied Gaza Strip 
and Jericho. 

If Israel were to hold up the 
release at the last minute to 
appease public opinion, it 
could jeopardise the autonomy 
accord. 


Israel Radio said Foreign 
Minister Shimon Peres would 
bring up the issue of the mis- 
sing soldiers with Mr. Arafat 
during their scheduled meeting 
Friday in Bucharest. 

Mr. Baumel, who met with 
Mr. Rabin on Sunday, said he 
was hopeful the government 
would exert more pressure on 
Mr. Arafat than it has done in 
the past. “This, is a do-or-die 
issue for Israel, and Arafat has 
to understand that." said Mr. 
Baumel. who immigrated firom 
Brooklyn, N.Y., in 1970. 

Mr. Baumel said he believed 
his son was now held in captiv- 
ity in Lebanon. Still, he said. 
Mr. Arafat had an obligation 
to tell the Israelis everything 
he knew. 


“I don't say that at the mo- 
ment they are in Arafot’s 
hands, but at one time they 
were. It may be very uncom- 
fortable for him. but he is 
going to have to come up with 
it (information) now.” Mr. 
Baumel said. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesman. 
Oded Ben-Ami, could not im- 
mediately be reached for com- 
ment. 


U.S. revises rules 


of Iraq engagement 


ELMENDORF AIR FORCE 
BASE. Alaska (R) — The 
Defence Department has re- 
vised its rules of engagement in 
Iraq in an attempt to avoid the 
fatal blunder that killed 26 
people last week. 

Defence Secretary William 
Perry said procedures for iden- 
tifying slow-moving helicopters 
before attacking them were 
now more detailed. It will take 
longer to shoot down a heli- 
copter than a plane in the 
“no-fly” zone set up by the 
allies over northern Iraq to 
protect Kurds from the Iraqi 
military. 

“We have revised the Iraq 
procedures." he told reporters 
travelling with him to South 
Korea before making a refuell- 
ing stop here Monday. 

“.The reason you can have 
more precautions and take lon- 
ger on (identifying) a helicop- 
ter is you simply have more 
time.” Mr. Perry said. 

He declined to be specific on 
the new rules. Mr. Perry said it 
will take weeks to determine 
the exact cause of what led two 
U.S. F-15C fighter jets to 
shoot down two U.S. military 
helicopters Thursday. The 
fighters wrongly identified the 
craft as Iraqi helicopters be- 
lieved to be violating the "no- 
fly” zone. 


receiving "some significant 
findings on elements” of the 
accident investigation this 
week, “but we are certainly 
several weeks away from hav- 
ing anything like a final report 
on it.” 

Both U.S. and allied fighter 
jets are patroling ”no-fly” 
zones over Shiites in the south 
from the Iraqi government 
forces. But Mr. Perry did not 
say whether the new rules ap- 
plied in the southern zone. 


Mr. Perry also said that the 
remains of 12 of the 15 Amer- 
ican victims would be flown 
home from Germany via Dov- 
er Air Force Base. Delaware, 
on Tuesday and that a memo- 
rial service would be held for 
all 26 victims early next week 
at Arlington Memorial Cemet- 
ery near Washington. 

An air force official said 
Monday the crucial breakdown 
in the shootdown was misiden- 
dfication of the helicopters as 
Iraqi Hinds. 


The jets had the helicopters 
in sight, but Mr. Perry sug- 
gested that 15 Americans. Five 
Kurds and six military officers 
from Turkey, Britain and 
France died in the shoot-down 
because not enou^ time was 
taken to check the slow- 
moving aircraft. 

“As 1 reviewed the proce- 
dures (in Iraq) in some detail 
and compared them with the 
procedures we had put 
together in Bosnia, the thing 
that was lacking was a discri- 
mination between helicopters 
and fixed-wing aircraft, com- 
bat aircraft.” he said. 

“And so we changed the' 
procedures. We have revised 
the Iraq procedures to reflect 
that same (Bosnia) require- 
ment for greater caution and 
greater checks and balances in 
tile case of helicopters." 

Mr. Perry expected to begin 


“I agree that there were 
probably a series of events that 
occurred,” Air Force Actirtg 
Deputy Chief of Staff Major 
Gener^ Larry Hen^ told a 
Senate Armed Services Sub- 
Committee. 

“But in the end, in the end, 
we had a breakdown in visual 
identification,” he said. “Tliat 
was the end result.” 


Mr. Perry said last week that 
investigators must answer a 
series of '.;uestions on whether 
the airborne warning and con- 
trol (AW ACS) plane in charge 
of the operation had radio con- 
tact with the helicopters as well 
as the warplanes and whether 
identification devices were 
working. 


But General John Shalikash- 
vili, chairman of the military 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, said then 
that rules of engagement 
allowed the F-lSs to fire when 
they identified the helicopters 
as Iraqi Soviet-built Hinds 
without obtaining permission. 

Gen. Shalikashvili said the 
warplanes thought they had 
identified the U.S. Blackhawk 
helicopters as Iraqi after mak- 
ing two high speed passes over 
them. 


More U.N. inspectors 
arrive in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD (R) — Two 
teams of U.N. arms experts 
have arrived in Baghdad to 
check Iraq's data and record 
a baseline for the control of 
its military industry. 

“We are here in Baghdad 
to verify data which we re- 
ceived in March during high 
level talks in New York.” 
Horst Reeps, a German army 
officer leading a seven- 
member chemical warfere 
team, told reporters. 

A 14-member ballistics 

missile team under American 
John Larrabee arrived at the 
same time, their second risit 
in two weeks. 

“We are back here on the 
second round of inspections 
for the baseline survey for the 
ballistic missile prr^uction 
facilities,” Mr. Larrabee 
said. 

U.N. nuclear and biologic- 
al teams are also in B^hdad. 
meaning that experts are on 
the ground for ail four types 
of weapon forbidden to Iraq 
under the 1991 Gulf war ceas- 
efire terms. 

Compliance is the key to 
eating or lifting U.N. trade 
sanctions including the block- 
ade of Iraq's oil exports. 

Mr. Reeps told reporters 
the U.N. still lacked docu- 
ments from the Iraqi side on 
pre-Gulf war chemical pro- 
duction and imports and the 
experts were “seardiing for 
more prooft to support Iraq's 
data.” 

U.N. officials would not 
give a reason, bat Iraq criti- 
cises the U.N. Spraal Com- 
mission on (UNSCO^^ 
and the Unitra Nations in 
general for delays in liftiiig 
me oil emb^o, which the 
U.N. Seoirity Council has 
linked to compliance on 
weapons. 

For most of the period 
after the 1990/91 Gulf war, 
UNSCOM bad cited Iraqi ob- 
structionism as die reason for 
its refusal to certify com- 
pliance by Bagiidad. 


donesia. as chairman of the 
Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM), to approach the 
U.N. Security (^uncil to lift 
the sanctions against Bagh- 
dad. 

Indonesia said it would 
.seek a timetable for ending 
sanctions but stopped short 
of saying it would lobby for 
their removal. 

”We are asking the support 
of all nations to support a 
positive event in the S^rity 
Coundi, taken by the major- 
ity. in taking a dmtion to lift 
the sanctions,” Iraqi Foreign 
Affairs Minister Mohammad 
Saeed Al Sahaf told reporters 
after meeting President 
Suharto. 

Mr. Sahaf is on four-day 
visit to Indonesia to deliver a 
message from President Sad- 
dam Hussein on relations be- 
tween his country and the 
Security Council. 

The U.N. trade embargo, 
which covers everything ex- 
cept food and medicine, has 
been in force since just after 
Iraq invaded Kuwait in Au- 
gust 1990. 

Indonesian Foreign Minis- 
ter All AJatas said President 
Suharto had promised to con- 
tact NAM'S coordination 
bureau in New York and its 
cascos in the conocil and other 
membeis to ask when the 
issue would be settled. 

“I think at least we should 
achieve a clear timetable 
when this issue can be re- 
solved on the lifting of the 
embargo if everything has 
been fulfilled by Iraq,” Mr. 
Alatas said. 


Sahaf in Indonesia 
Iraq on Tuesday urged In- 


Mr. Sahaf said the econo- 
mic embargo imposed agmnst 
Iraq was very damaging. “It 
is unprecedented really in 
modem times. This is the first 
time they have blockaded a 
whole people. Even medicine 
is difficult to get,” Mr. Sahaf 
said. 

Iraqi Health Minister 
Umeed Madhat Mubarak 
said last week the death rate 
for children under five had 
soared and malnutrition had 
become a major problem. 


2-gunmen 
cas6 boosted 


in massacre 
investigation 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — A Muslim worshipper 
told the inquiry c^mission 
into the Hebron mosque mas- 
sacre Monday chat be heard 
shots fired after Palestinians 
attack^ the Jewish gunman, 
Barudi Goldstein, indicating 
the settler may lave had at 
least one accomplice. 

The commission has heard 
testimony indicating the po^- 
bility of more than one Jewi^ 
settler being involved in the 
Feb. 25 killing of more than 30 
Palestinian worshippers at the 
Ibrahimi Mosque since it be- 
gan its hearings seven weeks 
ago. 


“I saw that the man carrying 
the bag and who was wearing 
headphones was shooting,” 
said Ahmad Nasser. Previous 
testimony showed that Gold- 
stein carried a bag and was 
wearing headphones «4ien he 
enters the site. 

'*Tbe worshippers standing 
behind him attacked him and 
Arew turn on the floor and 
after he fell the shooting con- 
tinued,” said Mr. Nasser. 

The braeli news agency Itim 
quoted Mr. Nasser as saymg 
mat “also after (Goldstein) 
was killed, shooting con^u^ 
from a difieTent mrection in 
me mosque. There was a crack 
in me door into the hall and 
throu^ it I saw someone 
shooting at us.” 


Goldstein was beaten to 
deam by Palestinians after be 
c^teued fire wim an automatic 
rrae, kflliog more man 30 Mus- 
lims and wounding dozens 
more. 

Last week hospitals gave 
medical investigators two types 
of bullets which Palestinian 
doctors recovered from victims 
of the Hebron mosque mas- 
sacre. 

A police ballistics expert has 
testified that one bullet was 
found at me site mat did not 
matdi die Galil aatomatic rifle 
used by Goldstein. 

Three Palestinians testificKi 
before the inquiry commission 
mat is wining up hearings that 
started seven weeks ago. 


Al Ahd leader denies dissent among party members 


By Mariam M. Shaiun 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The secretary 
general of me Al Abd Party, 
Abdul Hadi Majali, denied on 
Tuesday reports that dissent 
and resignations based on trib- 
al differences plagued his four- 
year-old political organisation. 

“Our party is not feeing any 
problems wim members, nor 
are mere any mass resignations 
contrary to rumours in me 
local press,” Mr. Majali, a 
Karak deputy in me Lower 
House of Parliament, told a 
press conference. 

Mr. Majali said his party had 
difficulties wfth “early over- 
expansion and popularity” of 
the party. The pa^ now has 
10,000 members and suppor- 
ters, according to Mr. Majali, 
“but not all members are ‘poli- 
tically' competent party mem- 
bers." 


“Many people joined the 
party b^use mey supported 
its overall jriatform. But they 
mixed meir own individual 
political beliefs and opinions 
and advertised mem as those 
of me party and mis has hurt us 
a lot,” said Mr. Majali. 

“Such members had misrep- 
resented me party's position 
on Jordanian-Palestinian ties,” 
he added. 

Recent reports mat many Al 
Ahd members ftom me Bal- 
qa'a region had resigned due to 
“tribal conflicts and competi- 
tion” were “false," according 
to Mr. Majali. 

“We had massive support in 
the Balqa'a region. About 200 
people joined in one day, then 
local elections were held there 
to choose party heads in mat 
governorate. People fought 
amongst eadi omer and some 
people handed in meir resi^a- 
tions,” said Mr. Majali, hold- 
ing up a folder. “The resigna- 


tions are not accepted' until ^ 
centra] committee votes on 
mero. That's me whole story.” 

Mr. Majali insisted mat dif- 
ferences were between “indi- 
viduals and not tribes or 
clans.” 

'Hie party's internal struc- 
ture was changed over in me 
last three months, Mr. Majali 
told reporters, to help create 
more ‘“coherent' policies.” 
One of the aims of me internal 
restructuring was to keep 
“members more consistent and 
more in line wim party poli- 
tics.” 

While Mr. Majali did not say 
mat any party members wouJd 
be dismissed friun Al Abd, he 
stressed mat coordination and 
party disdpUne wfll be insti- 
tuted. Hie party, he said, 
would be very “selective” in 
dioosing its leadership. An 80- 
member central committee 
acts as me party's “internal 
parliament.” 


“Not every party member is 
spokesman. There is only one 
sjx)kesnian of the party, me 
secretary general,” he said. 

The Ganges in me party’s 
internal bi-laws include me 
formation of 13 dommittees 
which fonnulate and follow up 
party policies on issues such as 
heaim, agriculture, women, 
Palestine and internal party 
issues. 

Mr. Majali denied and re- 
greted press reports tiiat had 
labelled the government of 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali an “Al Ahd govern- 
ment.” 

“The press hurt our parfy by 
printing felsehoods and n^e 
me government distance itself 
from us so as not to ^ve the 
impression that itindem is an 
Ai Abd Party government. 
Some of our members now feel 
it is unwise to publidy assod- 
ate meniselves with the party 
for fear of bdng labelled ... 


Mb'. Majali said. 

‘The very press mat called 
for political party freedoms is 
now enoonraging undergremnd 
political movement by bariung 
any positive ming parties do," 
Mr. Majali added. 


Mr. Majali said he and his 
20-memben' coalition in Parlia- 
ment would lobby to have me 
Press and Ihiblications Law 
altered because “there are 
press violations mat me cur- 
rent law does not address.” 
Mr. Majali said he sup- 
ported me 9 >venimeiit’s stand 
‘*to curt) political activities in 
professiotim associations and 
unions.” 


“As one of me oldest mem- 
bers of a professional associa- 
tion in Jordan I say let me 
professiona] associations worry 
about professional issues and 
(let) political parties (worry) 
about political issues,” Mr. 
Majali said. 


Hamas ready to deal with pre-1967 Israel 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A senior leader 
of me Islamic Resistance 
Movement, Hamas, has said 
in pobiish^ comments mat 
Hamas was re^ to make 
peace if Israel withdrew from 
me territories it occupied in 
me 1%7 war, removed all 
settlements and compensated 
Palestim'ans for me losses 
they suffered during the 
occupation. 

The Goniinents, carried by 
AI Sabeel, moumpiece of 
Jordan’s Islamic Action 
Front (lAF) party, marked 
the first time a top leader of 
Hamas has went <hi the re- 
cord to scale down the 
group's advocacy for an eli- 
mination of the state of Israel 
and the creation of a puritan 
Islamic state in the entire 
area of pre-1948 Palestine. 

They a^ came against a 
backdrop of an Israeli crack- 
down on Hamas activists in 
me occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip and waning 
Palestinian soppon for the 
Sept. 13 autonomy agree- 
ment signed between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Th.e.. comments also 
appeared designed to entice 
middle-of-the-road Palesti- 
nians disappointed wim me 
stalled imjuementation of me 
autonomy accord by project- 
ing Hamas as an aitemative 
l^ersfaip ready to negotiate 
wftb Israel with the set 


as me Jewish state’s uncon- 
ditional wimdrawal from the 
territories occupied in 1967. 

Al Sabeel quoted Musa 
Abu Marzouq, head erf me 
political office of Hamas, as 
saying: “If the enemy govern- 
ment wants a way out of this 
crisis, then we say mat me 
way out is not throu gh impos- 
ing surrender on the Palesti- 
nian people.” 

“lliere could be a peace 
trea^ and a way out of this 
complicated regnal ritua- 
tion.” me Damasons-insed 
Abu Maizouq was quoted as 
saying. 

Noting mat U.N. resolu- 
tions consider the West 
Bank, the Gaza Strip and 
Jerusalem as ocrapied terri- 
tories “owned and lived Ob' 
by the Palestiman people,” 
Mr. Abu Maizouq called for. 

— “A total I^eli 
drawal from me West Bank, 
me Gaza Strip and Jeru- 
salem;” 

— “Removal of all (Jew- 
ish) settlements” from the 
occupied territories and 

— “Compensation to the 
losses Palestinians suffered 
during me occupation.” 

Following the Israeli wfth- 
diawal, Mr. Abu Maizouq 
said, there should be “free 
ele^ons in which the Palesti- 
nian people would elect meir 
iea^rship, which will reflect 
meir aspirations and deter- 
mine me future of the con- 
flict.” 

Aimou^ app^ntiy left 
deliberately ambiguous, me 


comments were interpreted 
by analysts to mean mat me 
elected leadeiship would be 
empowered to negotiate a 
peace agreement wim Israel, 
someming mat Hamas has ' 
ruled out until now. 

If Hamas emerges as tiie 
>nctor in me elections, “it 
would have a clear position 
vis-a-vis the struggle of tte 
Palestinian people,'' Mr. 
Abu Maizouq was quoted as 
saying. “If Hamas b^mes a . 
minorify, it wfll express its 
fr‘ee will, and it trill respect 
me opinion of the elected 
maionty.” 

He described the Israel- 
PLO autonomy negotiations 
as unbeaimy to me Palesti- 
nian people and said tl^ 

- PLO, ^ ^reein^ to auton- 
omy, h^ made it clear mat 
“only an elected leadership 
has the right to offer a sola- . 
tion to me problem." 

. “The Palestine Liberation 
Oiganisation (PLO) does not 
represent all me people of 
Palestine.” added Mr. Abo 
Marzouq, whose group, 
claims to have the support of 
as much as 40 per cent of the 
two millioD Pdestinians liv- 
ing in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

Asked wfaetber die prqpos- •' 
al was a “political initiative,” 
Mr. Abu Marzouq was 
quoted as replying: “It is a 
political initiative tf you want 
to call it that. It is also the 
viewpoint of me (Hamas) 
movement if you want it call 
it diat.” 


In the interview, Mr. Abu 
Maizouq justified the two 
suicide attacks whidi kiUed 
12 Israelis wimin the green 
line (pre-1967 borders of 
Israel) mis month. He said 
Hamas' military wing, Izzed- 
dine Al Qassam Brigades, 
was forced into canying out 
me attacks after “Israeli 
troops killed oar children, 
women and old men and did 
not stop settlers from eore- 
mitting inhuman practices 
mat r^clied the level of 1^- 
ing tens of our sons at me 
Ibrahimi Mosque in Heb- 
ron.” 

“They carried out fiutber, 
massacres, imposed cortovs 
on the victims of the mas- 
sacres and let me wolves fzM 
to roam our land, killing our 
sons,” he said. 

**Our ri^t to resist (the 
occupier) is eosfarined in in- 
ternational law,” said Mr. 
Abu Maizouq. “If tiie enemy 
soldieis and settlers stop kill- 
ing OUT pec^le and the Al 
Qassam Brigades men we 
wU adhere to our policy of 
limiting our actions to resist- 
ance 

In a leaflet issued in the 
occcupied territories on 
• • Satunfey, shortly- after FBs 
Majesfy IQng Hussein said 
' Hmias did not have any legal 
status in Jordan, me group 
offered to stop farther 
attacks on Israelis if me 
Israeli army and settlers step- 
pe assaulting Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. 

The Ifemas leader said his 


group’s members in Jordan 
were not party to phmning or 
carrying out attacks in me 
occuitied territories and re- 
flected Jordanian laws and 
regulations. “The Jordanian 
government understands our 
position very clearly,” he told 
Al Sabeel. 

He described Jordan's re- 
‘Sponse to implied Israeli 
threats against Jordan as 
“veiy strong since it eman- 
ates from a true position.” 

Mr. Abu Marzouq said 
braeli Prim Minister 'Yit- 
Rabin was trying to 
deflect attention from “his 
feilare to handle Hamas” by 
accusing foreign countries <tf 
OT^rtmg me gfoim as he 
md in the case of Jordan. 

He noted mat Israel had 
also accused me U.S. of sup- 
porting Hamas. He was 
apparMdy referring to the 
cases involving some Amer- 
icans of Arab origin who 
HSas^c^ of financing 


In conclusion, Mr. Abu 
Maizouq said Hamas was 
a>mmitted to resist Israel as 
• S S® Jewish state occu- 
Palestinian lands, that it 
w)uld not be deterred by 
attempts to create 
problems among onr 
bret^,” and mat t!^ group 

various means 
.wthin the occupied territor- 
*es — leaflets, loudfieaken 
and grafitti as well as contacts 

c*es— to propagate its caure ' 


moDi 




Coupl6 taken 
into custody by 
Canadian police 


NEW YORK (R) — A cou^ 
who reported their baby 
daughter missing in (Central 
Park were being questioned by 
Canadian police Monday afto - 
admitting mey dumped the in- 
fant’s body in a snow-filled 
Quebec ditch. Joseph and 
Helene Bales bad tried to con- 
vince New York police tbeir 
lO-week-old daughter Mnguet 
disappeared in Central Park . 
over me weekend. But New 
York police said Sunday that 
me couple had confessed the 
tnim and told mem where toi 
find me body. Quebec police 
questioning me parents 
at a local precinct Monday. 
Police will return the couple to ^ 
Canada, a police spokes- 
woman said. In statements to 
New York detectives, the pa- 
rents said they found the baby 
dead in her crib on April 8 at 
tbeir St. Romain, Quebec 
borne. Tiie Quebec coroner 
said Monday mat preliminaiy 
investigations were inconclu- 
sive aim it was not yet able to 
determine the cause of me 
infent's deam. “The results of 
the autopsy do not show any 
external mark of violence. No 
sign of strangnlation. No trace 
of mternal or externa! haemor- 
ihage nor any trauma." Dr. 
Jean Brodiu said in a state- 
ment. “In short, me medk^ 
causes of the deam remain 
inexplicable to the moment.” ^ - 
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Adventurer sets 
out to conquer 
Mount Everest 


End 


OSLO (AP) — Making histoiy 
wim bis ski treks to me Norm 
and Soum Poles wasn't enough ' 
for Norwegian adventurer 
Eiiing Kagge. Now be is out to 
cHmb to the world's highest 
point, me top of 8,848 metre A 
high Mount Everest, a place so 7 
desofete it is sometimes caDed 
“the mild pole.” Last year, the 
31-year-old lawyer became me 
first person to ever ski alone _ 
and npa«rti»H to me Soum Pole. 

£ii' 1990, and his friend 
^rge Ousl^d were me first 
team to ski to the North Pole 
wimout assistance. No one 
has skied to both poles 
and dhnbed Mount Everest. 
“To complete this trilogy, as 
the first jarson in history, still 
seems lilre a dream to me. In 
many ways, I am bom looldng 
forward to the trip and dreaif 
ing it,” Mr. Kag^ said in a 
statement released Monday. 

IBs spokesman, Hans Ghrist- 
ian Enandsen in Oslo, said Mr. 
Kagge had been in the Hinifr 
layas in Nepal since late 
March, and planned to begin 
his ascent on May S as part of a 
team. Mr. Erlandsen said Mr. 
Ka^ wanted to keep me ex- 
pedition quiet until he sure 
Jie could withstand me ex- 
treme altitude, but issued a 
statement after a Norwegian 
newspaper leaked the plan 
Monday. 


Roseanne Arnold 
files for divorce 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Com- 
edian Roseanne Arnold filed 
Monday to divorce firam her 
husband Tom Arnold, claim- 
ing sbe was beaten and abused 
by her spouse. The action fol- 
lowed a shouting match three 
days ago on the set of Rosean- 
*1? hjghly rated television 
The divorce petitioa, 
filed m Los Angeles Superior 
^urt, cited irreconcilable dif- 
tsreaces and said me couple 
offiaally separated Friday. 
Tne petition asked to the cou- 
ple S assets, which reportedly 
amount to tens of mUUons of 
wUars, to be divided by a 
judge. It also asked that 
Roseanne Arnold not be re- 
quired to pay alimony. KNBC 
relevfflon reported that Mr. 
Arnold al» asked to, and got, 
a rotrairang order against her 
h^d. -Hk NBC network 
affilate said mat in a five-page 
affidayii supporting her re- 
quest for a temponuy restrain- 
Roseanne Arnold 
I now realise that I have 
wn a dassic battered and 
bus^ Wife... mroughout our 
respondent hit 
Has thrown 
at nie... and verbally 
me.” The affidavit also 
that Tom Arnold had . 
against walls 
streams and shouts 
« *ne, drowning out any possi- 
^Plw that I might 6^ 
him Stop." The affidavit 
^jj^enne was extremely 
f ^ husband and 

™able to comment Mon- 
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